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3 V . „ E 
HeNOvnED by your friendſhip, [OG & 
_ diſtinguiſhed by your voluntary and | 

unſolicited Patronage, it would ill becom 
me, to neglect this opportunity of paying you 
my tribute of Gratitude, and expreſſing my 
warmeſt acknowledgments | for favours, _ | 
5 dered doubly obligatory by the manner of 5 i 
conferring them. But the encouraging 6A. 

Ce eption that the firſt volume experienced at 
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efjeem you are 


held i in by the ſe y x have the l EXT : 


"wii you, all point out the peculiar | pro- 


priety of inſeribing d work of — er ta 
Jour Name. 

That you may: long live to be an honour 
and an ornament to our Nation, is the 1 un- f 


ſcigned and ardent prayer of 
$18, 


Your much obliged, 
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- 8 5 the laſt verſe of gh. F „„ 


1 purport of this prop 
port the Jewiſh nation, and prevent its „„ 
: pair in this long and dreadful captivity; and, 
under the image of a barren woman, wo 7 lf 
did not bear, and was deſerted by her hu:: 
nd, the Prophet gxhorts her to rejoice, 
and expreſs her Joy in the livelieſt man- 
| ner, on the reconciliation of her huſband, = 
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„„ | DISSERTATIONS 5 
ſuring her that ſhe ſhall no more go into 
captivity, &c. as will be ſeen in the ex- 
n F T4 

In verſe iſt. He yt, + Shout lor joy, 0 | 
thou barren. that didſt not bear ; ; break forth 

| | I Joyful ſhouting, and exult, thou that 

Ei didſt not travail: for more are the children 

C deſolate, than of the Fele WO- 

| man, faith the Loxp .” The barren woman 

14 - _. denotes the Jewiſh nation, which in cap- 

tivity, is as a-barren-woman,.. deſerted by her 

huſband; and the huſbanded woman, de- 

EE”... notes the Gentiles, who enjoy plenty. and 

Fs peace, in their own country, as a woman 

that lives at eaſe. with her huſband, ang is 

furrounded by her children. Thus alſo the 

Pſalmiſt compares the nation in captivity, 

to a barren woman *, cc He maketh the bar 

ren woman. to A in the midſt of her 

. houſehold, (and to be) the Joyful mother 

of children The Prophet verſe ad. con- 
tinues to purſue the figure, Saying, ““ En- 
large the place of thy tent; and let the ca- 
. of thy habitations be extended: ſpare 

; lengthen thy cords, and firmly fix thy 
fakes. Buy this figurative expreſſion, oy 
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od TE PROPHECIES. 3 
Prophet informs us of two things; firſt; 
the increaſe of roll 1 507 which is repre- 
ſented, by the command of extending the 
canopy, and lengthening the cords, that they | 
may have more room: and ſecondly, the 
firmly eſtabliſhed ſtate of the nation; ſo that 
they ſhall no more go into captivity ;'and 
Which is hewn by the fittnly fixing the 
ſtakes: for during the captivity; that the 
nation was bandied about, and driven from 
place to place, their tent of courſe, was oba 
liged to be frequently removed; conſequents 
ly. the ſtakes: could: not be firmly; fitted: 
but, as at the redemption, the nation will be 


firmly eſtabliſhed, and not to go into captivity x 


more; the ſtakes of the tent, will then be 
firmly fixed. * This, he farther Muftrates, = 
by ſhewing, what he meant by the en- 
largement of their habitations &c. verſe zd, 
Kc. For on the right hand, and on the 
| left, thou ſhalt burſt forth with increaſe; 
and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the nations; and 
they ſhall inhabit the deſolate cities. Fear 
not, for thou ſhalt not be confounded; and 
bluſh not, for thou ſhalt not be brought to 
reproach: for thou ſhalt forget the ſhame 
. thy youth; and the reproach of * + 
„ widowhood 
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"I DISSERTATIONS » 


3 thou ſhalt remember 1 . 4 
17-4. Having thus ſhewn in what manner, hes 
ſhall enlarge the tent by NE Seth. 00 


the Gyn hand, and on the 


3 that Jeruſalem, eu Wei 1 be, KY 15. 


be much larger at the time of the reſto- 
ration, than it was in the time of So Solomon: 5 


and that they ſhall inherit all the nations 
| promiſed to Abraham ® ; ſo that the borders 
of the land will reach to Hamath, accor. _ 
ding to what the Prophet Zechariah ſays , 


as Abarbanal obſerves: and likewiſe infor- 
med us that they will no more go into 

captivity, as above mentioned; and that 
they ſhall forget the fins which they com- 
mitted in the land, before the captivity, 


Which he calls the ſhame of her youth; 


and alſo what they ſuffered during the 
captivity, -which he calls the reproach of 
her widowhood ; he proceeds to aſſign the 
cauſe of this great change, veſfe 5th. © For 


thy huſband. is thy maker; the Loxy, of 
Hoſts is his name: and thy redeemer is 


the Holy ONE of Iſrael : the God of the 


„The Kenites, 9 and Kadmonites, 4+ mentioned : 
Var * * 13. 17 * 2 Zech. i: ix. 2 
| „ whole 


* 
1 


the captivity, other lords had dominion over 
ö thee, as already mentioned; but at the te- 
ſtoration, the bleſſed God who made the, 
will be thine only Loxp and huſband; and 
the conſequence of this union will be, that 
thou wilt no more ſin. Neither ſhalt thou 
be perſecuted as heretofore ; for thy redeem- 
er, the holy One of Iſrael, will then be 


called the God of all the earth: becauſe, 
God will then turn the people to a pure 
language, that they may all call upon the 
name of the Lox p: fo that he will then no 


175 oN THE: PROPHECIES. ow 
whole earth ſhall he be called. For during 


* 
Vs 


- longer be called the God of ere e t 1 5 


the God of all the earth: ntly, no 


one will attempt any thing _ thee, on 


account of the difference of religious tenets - 
and opinions, becauſe, they all will adore and 
worſhip the One true God only. _ - 
In verſe 6th. the Prophet informs us, FLY 
the nation, at no time whatever, was to be 


conſidered, as abſolutely caſt off, and bereft 


of the immediate providence. of God, as a+ 
woman. whoſe huſband, was actually dead 
but only as a woman deeply afflicted at . 
abſence of her huſband in foreign coun- 
tries; but who nevertheleſs intends to return 
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MN. DISSERTATIONS. 
| to het. * For as a woman forſaken, and « p- 
Iy afflicted, hath the Lox p recalled thee: 
and as the youthful wife when thou waſt 
rejected, ſaith thy God. Hence, as I have 
already obſerved, it is plain that, the nation 
hath never been abſolutely caſt off by God, 
and the gentiles taken in their ſtead, as 


Chtiſtians in general aſſert; as may be clear- 


ly perceived from the different Prophecies 
cited in the courſe of the work. And in 
this manner, the Prophet Jeremiah alſo ex- 
preſſes himſelf, (Lament. 1. 1.) How is ſhe 
become as a widow | Not actually and 
abſolutely a widow, but only as one: as he 


fays in another place « For Iſradl ' is not 


widowed from his God.” ( Jerem. I. 5.) 
Whence it is manifeſt, that the aſſertion 


of a late Writer * that the old covenant 


was broken, and cri is falſe, and fu- 
tile; and plainly ſhews, that he either did 
not, or would not underſtand. what the 
Prophet meant by the new covenant, as I 
ſhall ſhew at large, in the explanation of 
that prophecy : perhaps, he was ſo en- 
tirely taken up with the chimerical ſcheme, _ 
of the Millenium, (the futility and abſurd- 1 


© WIRE, 


it 
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ON THE” PR OPHECIES. 3 
ity of which, I have already expoſed, 
Vol. Iſt. page 130. 131. &c, ) fighting againſt 
the beaſt and the falſt prophet: Satan and 
his rebellious angels; caſting them alto- 
gether headlong into the lake of fire and 
brimſtone ; and ſo blinded by the clouds of 
ſmoke ifluing from the dreadful confla- 
gration he had kindled, that he was inca- 
pable of ſeeing his way, even at noon day. 
The Prophet, verſe 7th. Shews, that the 
dreadfull miſery which they have experi- 
enced in captivity, can bear no compariſon 
with the greatneſs of the happineſs which 
be... ſhall enjoy at their reſtoration ; for, 
In a ſhort moment have I forſaken 
whe but with great mercies will I receive 
thee again: In little wrath I hid my face 
for a moment from thee; but with ever- 
| laſting kindneſs will J have mercy on 
_ thee, faith the Loxp thy redeemer .” Thus 
is the captivity compared to a ſhort time, 
and little wrath ; but their happineſs is to 
be, as great mercies, and EVERLASTING 
| Kindneſs; which is a manifeſt proof that they 
are not to go into captivity any more. 
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to the performance of the Promiſe: and 
alſo ſheus, that although when in capti- 


vity, they were ſorely afflicted, toſſed about 


13 by the ſtorm, and deſtitute of conſolation; 
vet, on their reſtoration, they ſhould enjoy 


the greateſt happineſs and proſperity both 


mountains ſhall be removed ; and the hills 


ſhall be overthrown ; but my kindneſs from. ; 
thee ſhall not be removed; and the covenant. 


of my. peace ſhall not be overthrown ; 
ſaith the Loxp, who loveth thee moſt 
affectionately. O thou afflicted, beaten with 


the ſtorm®, deſtitute of conſolation ! Behold 


"2", | DISSERTATIONS: 5 . 
the nation declares, that God had ſworn 


temporal and ſpiritual, as in verſe gth, &c. , 

„For this i as the waters of Noah to me; 
ſor at 1 have ſworn that the waters of Noah 
ſhould no more paſs over the earth; fo 
have I ſworn, that I will, not be wrotn 
with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the 


f f 


I ĩs in ſuch ſublime and pathetic 8 that the | 
, Prophet has given us an highly finiſhed picture, of the miſe. | 


ry, and ſufferings of] the nation, during this long and dread- 


full captivity, the !ike of which no nation ever ſuffered : for 
they have for almoſt eighteen hundred years, been beaten by 
rhe ſtorm, and toſſed about from place to place, without-find- | 
ing reſt for the ſoles of their feet; as Moſes ſaid ;* (Deus. 8 
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— 


ON THE 'PROPHECIES. bg 


I lay thy ſtones in cement of vermilion, 
and thy foundations in Sapphires: and 1 
will make of rubies thy battlements; and 
thy gates of carbuncles; and the whole 
circuit of thy walls ſhall be of precious 
| ſtones. And all thy children (Gall be) 
taught by the Lonp; and ou (uy be) 
Vor. II. 9 8 7 . the 


3 $ 1 7 * * 
LE | +8 IS 


vil 6x. ) they. have inks baniſhed 1 to place, 
from country to country, In many places they have been ba- 
| niſhed and recalled, and baniſhed again; and all this, without, 
the leaſt conſolation ; without knowing the time when they 
will be reſtored ; (and which is a demonſtration. that the 
Prophet was not ſpeaking of the Babyloniſh captivity, fon 


in that captivity they all knew that they were to be vilited at 
the end of ſeventy years; neither were they baniſhed and 
bandied about from place to place in that captivity ; but du- 
ring the preſent captivity, the baniſhments, perſecutions, and 
maſſacres which they have ſuffered, are almoſt innumerable, 5 
and their hiſtory abounds with little elſe; and they yet remain 
without conſolation, 23 not knowing when their ſufferings. 


and miſery will end ) for though God has promiſed. 1 to redeem 
them, yet, is the time not revealed to any. Thus, are the 


words of the Prophet fully accompliſhed : and can any Deiſt - 
be ſo hardy as to aſfert that, the Prophet who was capable of 


foretelling events with ſuch exactneſs, at ſuch a diſtance of 
time, (upwards of two thouſand years) was but a mere Poet? 
Is this like the performance of a Poet? The language l e 
ledge, i is highly poetical, but does it follow from thence, that 
Ifaiah was nothing more than a Poet ? a Poet properly ſpeak- 
ing is an inventor : an author of fiction 3, but prophecy is truth, 
ſterling truth; as is manifeſt from the op 2 ite ts accompliſhe 
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„„ 1 ' DISSERTATIONS. „ 
3 P peace of thy children. In righteouſ- 
neſs That thou be eſtabliſhed ; thou ſhalt + 
be far from oppreflion ; 'F yea, thou halt 
not fear it; and from terror 3 for it 
ſhall not approach | thee, ” In theſe ver- 
: ſes. the Prophet not only clearly ſhews 
| | the ſplendour, magnificence, and' felicity | 
} of their temporal ſtate, but clearly point? 
. out the happineſs of their ſpiritual ſtate: 
that they ſhall all be taught of the Lon pr, : 
be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. Ke. 
The Prophet having ſhewn that the 1 na- 
tion ſhall be firmly eſtabliſhed” in righte- 
ou ſneſs, farther obſerves. that, they ſhould 
not be afraid of the nations when | ague 
together againſt them; for although they 
hall be thus gathered together, they will 
not be permitted to injure them; becauſe x 
ſuch aſſembling will not be by God's com- 
mand as heretofore ; they therefore, will 
not be able to prevail againſt them; verſe 
15th. &c.** Behold, they ſhall be leagued 
together, but not by me; whoſoever ſhall be 
leagued againſt thee, ſhall fall for thy fake,” 
Behold, I have created the ſmith, who ; 
bloweth up the coals into a fire, and pro- 


2 Thus ſays alſo the Prophet Jeremiah. 
duceth a 


oN Tut PROPHECIRS: rr 
duceth inſtruments according to his work ; 1 
and I have created the deftroyer to "lay 
waſte. Whatever epa is s formed againſt 
thee, it ſhall not proſper; and every tongue, 
that ſhall contend with thee, thou ſhalt. 
- convict. This is the heritage of the Loxp's 
ſervants, and their juſtification from "ms 
faith the Loy,” 1 1 
The Prophet then proceeds to ſhew the 
preeminence of the knowledge in the Law. / 
„ God, above all other ſpeculative know- 
ledge. Whatever, as it is that only, which 
leads to immortal and eternal life ; Chap- 
ter Ivth. verſe. 1ſt, 24. &.“ Ho! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters! and 


that hath no ſilver, come ye, buy, and eit! 


Vea, come, buy ye without filver; and 
without price, wine and milk. 'Wherefote | 
do ye weigh out your filyer for that which ' 

is no bread, and your labour, for that 

Which will not ſatisfy + * 

Before we proceed to the apa 

af this paſſage, it is neceſſary to make a few 

_ obſervations on the language made uſe of by 
the Prophet, as they will greatly tend to the 

illuſtration of the ſentence ; and which, 1 

ſhall offer wy way of objections. * irn, ag * 

"02 to 


R 
8 


TTW. TR „ DISQBATATIONS \ 
E | to thy. expreſſion, And he that hai” no 
flyer, come ye, buy, and eat.” For if they”. 
have no money how can they BUY ? Second, 
As he began with, Ho! every one that 
i thirſteth, come ye to the waters. And did 
[hl not ſay any thing of food; he, in ſtrict pro- 
| ptiety ought to have faid, Buy, and drink ; 3 
| ö | _- . | . ot ent.: Third, he farther ſays, Come, buy 
{ [#8 ye without ſilver, and without price, wine 

| and milk; but takes no notice of the water, 
17 15 which was what he. began the diſcourſe - 
0 with: neither does he deſire them to buy 
Ml | | bread, although he after wards, aſks them, 
why they weigh their ſilver for that which 
is not bread?. However. we may from the 
whole, gather, that he com pares the Law 
of God, at one time to water, another time 
to wine, as alſo, to milk, and to bread : and 
which ou ght to be ſatisfactorily accounted 
for. Fourth, he farther obſerves, Where 5 
fore do ye weigh out your ſilver for that 
which i is no bread ? ” &c. Now, as he had 
before obſerved, that thoſe who had no ſil- 
ver, ſhould, buy without money; it ſeems 
ſtrange, that he ſhould. aſk them, why they 
5 weighed their ſilver fo unprofitably: for if 


they have no filver, how can xd weigh 
it 


4 


CY 


5 


the Prophet conſidered the nation, as con- 


Sing of different claſſes; one af which is 


extremely hungry and thirſty; not for real 


bread and water, but for the word of God; 
or the knowledge of his holy Law: as the 
Pſalmiſt fays,* My ſoul thirſteth for God, ® 
| &c. He therefore addreſſes this claſs thus, 


Ho ! all ye that are thirſty &c. that is, all 
ye who thirſt for the Law, ſhall then be 


fully ſatisfied therewith: : agreeable to what 


the Prophet Zech. ſays when deſcribing 
the wide effuſion of divine knowledge from 
Jerufalem, at the reſtoration of the nation. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, in that day, living 


waters ſhall go out from Jeruſalem, ”* &c. 


For at their reſtoration, the whole earth will 


be inſtructed in the true word of God from | 


thence; as we find elſewhere, ©* For from 
Zion ſhall go forth the Law ; and the word 
of the Loxp from Jeruſalem. ** (Hai. ii. 3 
He therefore ſays to this claſs, o come ye to * 


waters. og 


As to the ſecond hits. who have no TY 
' thirſt : have no vehement defire, and whoſe 


mind is not delighted with ſtudy ; ; ſuch as 
* Pſalm, lit, 3. + * xiv. 8, | 


4. 
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it? But the true ſenſe of all this is, that 
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1 | DISSERTATIONS, 


the Clodding mechanick, and the Ss be 
bulk, of the common people, he ATT 2 


ly made uſe of the Hebrew noun Dd. which 9 
denotes ſilver, or money in general; and is 
derived from the verb D to deſite; from 


the great deſire, mankind in general, have to 


poſſeſs it. Hence, the ſtudy of the great won · 


ders of nature, &c. is frequently expreſſed in 
Hebrew by the word $03 which denotes de- 


fire : from the curioſity excited in mankind, | ; 


and the great defire implanted in them, to 


enquire into the cauſes of thoſe great won 
ders: whence, alſo, the ſpeculative ſciences 


; are called Philoſophy, and. thoſe who ſtudy 
them Philoſophers ; i. e. deficers, or lovers 


of wiſdom. The Prophet therefore, ſays to 
them that have no deſire to ſtudy &c. Ye 
that have no ſilver, come, buy, and eat; for, 
although ye are not inclined to learn and ſtu- 


dy, yet would I adviſe you to be inſtructed 


in the law, that ye may then eat ; may reap 


the benefit thereof: and, as to his repeating _ 


the expreſſion, Come, buy ye without ſilvet; 


and without price, wine and milk; it was to 
| ſhew that, the ſtudy of the law not only in- 


ſtructs us in the due performance of the pre- g 
* See Lingua Sacra Radix. D 


cepts, 


it 
ON THE PROPHECIES, «x 


cepts, which may be called eating, or food ; 
but alſo enables us to comprehend” tho 
great and divine truths, contained therein; 
and is therefore very properly compared to 
wine and milk, as being rich delicacies; 


much ſuperior to the common food of man- | 


kind. He then addreſſes the third claſs, which 
are the Philoſophers, and fays, Wherefore 
do ye weigh out your filver for that which 


| is not bread ? and your labour for that which 
will not ſatisfy ? Wherefore do ye thus 


weary yourſelves in theſe ſpeculative ſcien- 
ces? Wherefore do ye thus weigh your fil. 
ver? for by the weighing of the ſilver, he 
pointed to Philoſophy ; becauſe it is by 
weighing of reaſons and arguments, that it 


attempts to find out truth: Why therefore 
do ye thus weary yourſelves in this kind of 


reaſoning, ſince it does not contain that true 
food for the ſoul, which the law of God does; 
for that is the real heavenly bread, and divine 
food. Moreover, all the labour and pains 


that ye take in theſe reſearches, will not ſa- 


tisfy : for the ſoul reſts not ſatisfied and 
contented, with the ſtudy of Phyſics ; be- 


cauſe, there is always ſome doubt remaining. 
behind : ſome problem not clearly ſolved. 


Hence, 


„ DISSERTATIONS | 
Hence, we frequently find one ſet of Phi- 


loſophers Pe another, and maintain 


Principles diametrically oppoſite to each o- 


ther, as is fully verified between the opin- 
ions of the ancients and the moderns ; and 


which is the reaſon that, the ſtudy of Phy- 
fics-cannot afford, that full and true ſſatisfac- ö 

tion, that the ſure word of Prophecy does; ho 1 
therefore made uſe oſ the expreſſion, And 


35 your labour for that which will not ſatiſ- 
fy. And, as that is the caſe, I would adviſe 


you, ſays he, . Attend, and hearken un- 


to me; and eat that which i is truly good: 
obſerve the due performance of the precepts ; ; 
for that is the true heavenly food, that is 
really good: and, being thoroughly inſtruc- 5 
ted in the knowledge of the true faith in 
God, Four ſoul ſhall then feaſt itſelf with 
the richeſt delicacies. ” Thus, he compares 
the knowledge of the true faith, to the rich 
delicacies of milk and wine, which he had 
before obſerved they were to buy with- 


out price and which [really 1s — all 


| 1 ES aun ſhewn the happineſs ALLY 
thoſe who diligently ſtudy the word of God 


are to enjoy in this ſtate ; he proceeds to in- 


"form 


if 
© ON THE PROPHECIES. ap 
” form us, that, excluſive of all this, they ſhall 
555 alſo obtain eternal life; as in verſe 3d.“ In- 
Cline your ear, and come unto me; attend. 
and your ſoul ſhall live. ” This, is the im- 
mortal ſtate which they are to enjoy aftor 
death in this world. And as this is promiſed 
as the reward of their faith in the word, and - 
promiſes of God, he ſays, And I will mae 
-with you an everlaſting covenant ; I will give 
you the gracious promiſes made to David, 
which never ſhall fail. Ve ſhall enjoy the 
covenant of everlaſting life ; becauſe ye were 
| Ready in the true faith, as was David, as the 
Phlmiſt Gays, ( Pſalm. lexxix. 2.) © I will 
 fing of the mercies of the Loxp for ever, 
with my mouth will I make known thy faith= 
fulneſs to all men. He alſo gives us another 
reaſon, why he mentioned David, verſe 4th. 1 
«© Behold, for a witneſs to the peoples I have „ 
: given him ; a leader, and commander to the 
nations. He was a witneſs to all nations of 
the truth of God's promiſes ; and as a com- 
mander, led them to the truth, by the num= 
ber of Pſalms and hymns that he had com- 
poſed in honour of the true Gde. 
The Prophet then addreſſes the nation, 
verſe Sth. Behold, the nation, whom thou 
Vahr kneweſt 


pisskATATioxSC 1 
kneweſt not; thou ſhalt call ; and the nation 
who knew not thee, ſhall run unto thee, for 

the ſake of the Lox» thy God; and for the, 

N One of Iſrael, for he hath glorified 

That even the nations whom Iſrael 

8 knew, as a Iſo! thoſe who never knew 

Iſrael, ſhall all run to them to be inſtructed 

n the true word of God, when Iſrael ſhall be 

Slorified, for their ſteady faith in the glori- 

ous promiſes of God; and which will all then 

be fully accompliſhed. When therefore, the 

nations will hear of all this, they will all run 

ts Iſrael to ſeck their God, and the Holy One 

of I ſrael, whoſe word and W is n 

The Pispbet n now en to 3 the 

bel language he made uſe of above, 

when he ſaid, Ho! every one that thirkteth, 5 

come ye to the waters ! And that hath no fil- 

ver, come ye buy, and cat, &c. &c. by telling 

them what he meant by coming to the wa- 
tier viz, that they ſhould ſeek the Lok p, as 
. in verſe th,“ Seek ye the Lox p, while he 

"may be found; call'ye upon him while he is 

F near at hand. He farther explains, what he 

| meant by the expreſſi on, Wherefore do ye | 

wg out your flver for that which is no 
a 1 e oe bread”? | 


85 ON THR PROPHR 
bread ”. ? For that falſe philoſo hy, 


which, 


way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts FY 
and let him. return unto thi 


phers; ſuch as Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltarg, | 
| Hobbs. &c.. who denied Provi , 


the wicked, and the thoughts of the untigh- „ 
teous 4 who by the Pernicious tenets, 9 
they inculcated in their writings, have een 
the ruin of many; for ignorant youth being 
deceived by their ſophiſtry, fancy, themſelves 


to be philoſophers, as ſoon as they become 


of true Philoſophy, as all f ſpeculative know- 


leads. men to ſcepticiſm, and to doubt the, | 
truth of divine revelation ; and. which hes | 
juſtly calls the unrighteous man s thoug hes z 5. 

as in verſe 7th. . Let the wicked, fortike his, 


8 Lonxp, for be 15 
will receive him with compaſſion ; and unto, ag 
our. God, for he aboundeth, in forgiveneſs. ” "Se 
| Here I may fay,. the Prophet has not only gi» 
ven us an exact deſcription. of that falſe | hi. | 
loſophy taught by the Heathens, but fs an "IF 
highly finiſhed one of the modern, philoſo- s 


laughed. at Revelation. Theſe are the 19 80 | TE 


_ unbelievers. But, Alas the knowledge of 8 
theſe philoſophers, is as much beneath that 


ledge | is beneath the ſtudy. of the word off | 
| God; as. the  Frophet forcibly obſerves verſe 
D 2 | | 8th. 12 5 
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„ artes 1b 
NG. wks 55 eee ard not Jer 
4 8 neither are your ways my ways, f 
fach the Lon p. For as the heavens are „ | 

er than the earth; ſo are my ways higher 

_=_ your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts. ” By this compariſon, the Prophet 

meant nbt only te point out the great inferl-" | 
55 ority of the one to the other, as is the im- 

menſe diſtance of heaven from the eatth ; but 

alſo to thew that, the thoughts of man in all 


his | urfuits of philoſophy, together with all 
His experiments and dae are all confi-. 


14 


| A | 


1 F 


wag of God e 405 "up asf Mer 
thoughts, to thoſe that are ſpiritual. Hence 
the e of the latter ovet the for= 

| fler, is clear to demonſtratioumnmn. 
ee Prophet. then proceeds ”y ſlew that + 

we word of God, is a8 effective and benefi- | 
cial to thoſe who ſtudy it, as the rain that 
cometh. down from heaven; ; Ve IT e 10. 11. 


How fro the heavens; and | thither © it aach 
„ not k return; but moiſteneth the earth, and 
i | | maketh it generate, and ſpring forth ; that 
16 dT f It may give ſeed to the ſower, and bread to 
17 "the cater ; ſo ſhall be the word, that goeth 
den 


5 i 


i 


have willed ; and make the purpoſe fi 


then to enjoy, verſe 12. Surely with joy 


hall ye go forth, and with peace ſhall ye be 
led onward : the mountains and the hill. 
ſhalt burſt forth before you into ſong: and 


all the trees of the field ſhall clap their 


hands. Then alſo ſhall thoſe who have en- 
tertained erroneous principles, become per. 
fect in faith; and thoſo that were wicked, 
ſhall become righteous, verſe 1. *<Inftead'of 
the thorny buſhes ſhall grow up the fir=tree; _ 


and inſtead of the bramble ſhall grow up the 


wrtle;; and it ſhall be for a memorial to the 


Lox ; for an everlaſting ſign, which ſhall 
not be aboliſhed. '' The entire ſubmiſſion s 
all nations to the faith and worſhip of the 
One true God, will be for his honour and 
ee and an 5 * of his _—_— 
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| forth from my mouth; it ſhall not rewrns 
unto me fruitleſs ; but it ſhall fre what 1 


for which I have ſent it. And this, Will all | 
be effected, when the nation ſhall joyfully 
return to the holy land. from their captivity: | | 
among the nations, as is plain from the 
words of the Prophet, who, by images/high- 
by poetical, expreſſes the happy ſtate, atten= — _ 
ded with joy and exultation, which they are 


is, Ws 


2 I 2 F * 
* 


. 5 DISSERTATIONS. / 
power; en 8 gn will never be PRO 


XC uſe, after the appearance of the Meſ- 


ſiah, and the reſtoration of the nation, ee 2 
will never be any falling off from the true 


worſhip of God. Hence, it is manifeſt that 


this prophecy, with all the great and glorious; 


promiſes that it contains, deſcribing the hap- 
PY nai exalted ſtate of the nation, both tem- 
poral and f piritual, after their reſtoration by 


| 5 Meſſiah; hath never yet been fulfilled; 


not at their return from Babylon; and much 


leſs in the time of 'Teſus ; q and which is a de- 
monſtration that he could not be the Meſs 


fiah :: for the Loxp hath ſworn to the ac- 
compliſhment of theſe promiſes, (See chap. | 


Liv: 9.) and declares that his words ſhall not 


return fruitleſs; (chap. lv. 11.) conſequent- 


ly, they remain to be fulfilled at the reſtora- 5 
tion of the nation, by the true Meſſ ian 


The eleventh prophecy, commences chap» | 


ter the Ixth. verſe 1ſt. and is eontinued 
to the end of Gap IO” verſe. _ er 


Ixi. 


DT Babe we Shak it will be ae to 
premiſe, that this prophecy may be conſidet— 
ed as commencing chapter lixth. verſe rſt. 1 5 
00 Behold the hand of the Lox is not con- 
tracted, LY 


this dreadful captivity; that it is all owing 
to the wirkedneſs and tranſgreſſions of the. 
nation; and therefore, God would not hear 
them; ; but if they were to ſeek him in ſince- 
"= and truth, he would certainly anſwer - 
them ; for his hand is not contracted, nor 
his car dull. &c: as he ſays, verſe, 2d. ** But 
your iniquities have made a ſeparation- be- 
tween you and your God; and your ſins have 
hidden his face from you, that he doth not 
hear . He thus proceeds verſes 2. 3. &. 
In verſe. 15th. he ſays, * And truth faileth; 
and he that ſhunneth evil, is accounted as a 
N and ow Ban law! it, and i it diſpleaſed 

him, 


"oo This, i is Fs real ak of this long and dreadful captivi- 
ty : for if they were to repent of their ſins, and amend their 
lives, they would inſtantly be redeemed. as I have ſhewn 
_ elſewhere : (See my Letters to Dr Prieſtley in anſwer to his 
Letters to the Jews part 2. page 102.) but there is ſo little 
true religion among them, and they think ſo little of their 
future redemption, as ſcarcely to give themſelves any con- 
cern about the prophecies, which foretell that important e- 


vent: nay, numbers of them hardly believe a r ene . 


prophecies, or of Revelation, in general. 5 
1. 88 | IPO Himſelf to be plundered, 


o THE: PROPUROTES. | 3 
wa , ſo that*he cannot ſave; neither ris his 
ear ae Þ that he eahnot hear. By 
this introduction, the Prophet intended to 
point out to us, the cauſe of the length of 


CY 
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Wend "10 246 And wart faileth,” 3 8 Pans 3 
| phet meant to expreſs two things : viz, firſt, , | 
that truth was nearly loſt in the world : i Le. 
the-true faith in n God, i is loſt in the world in 


5 ante . the n hike the fades of ae 

| different religions, that at preſent onripread 

this globe: and, ſecondly, that the TRUTR 

which i is the Law that he gave to Moſes, was 

alſo nearly loft in the nation, owing to the 

pernicious deiftical - opinions, hich -they _ 

have imbibed, from the writings of the mo- 

dern philoſophers, which give a licence to 

their pleaſures, and enable them to lead * 
voluptuous life, free from all reſtraint. Hence, 

may be een that irreverence towards 

God's worſhip, and the want of true religion, EY 

at preſent ſo prevalent among thoſe of the na- 

tion, who think themſelves wiſer than the * 
reſt of mankind, and pride themſelves on 

their philoſophical knowledge, that has en» 

lightened their minds, and freed them from 

the ſhackles of ſuperſtition, as'they are pleaſ- = 

ed to call the word of God; but this, is a 

manifeſt Frack: of the truth of prophecy, and 

OT. | mM 
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His attcibuts of ri Pot will llinduce him 


thus t to. act towards the nation, according to 


the promiſe he had made, that he would re- 
deem them, after they had received the full 
meaſure of the . puniſhment, due to thei 
Crimes, - although they ſhould not eren N 
and which ſo perfectly agrees with what Mo- 
ſes, and Ezekiel fay, as I have ſhewn at large 
in the explanation of the prophetic Poem of 
Moſes. (See, Vol. Iſt. page. 59. 60. 61. 62. 
c.) And, as the ſalbation of the nation will 
mprehend two things, VIE. the puniſhment 
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26 DISSERTATIONS. 55 
of the enemies of the Jews, and the deliver- 
ance of the nation ; the Prophet takes notice 
of both; verſe. 17th. &. And he put on 
righteouſneſs, as a breaſt plate; and the hel- 
met of ſalvation upon his head; and he put 
on the garment of vengeance for clothing; 
and he clad himſelf with zeal, as with a mæn- 
tile. According to the recompenſes; That 
is, according to the recompenſe which he 
already had beſtowed on Pharaoh, and San- 
necharib, &c. who had perſecuted the nation: 
6 So will he requite wrath to his adverſaries, 
recom penſe to his enemies; to the iſlands a 
recompenſe will he requite. * For theſe two 
d caps, are what the Hebrew Grammarians 


„This is the real ſence of the 8 DN 65 | 
FLA 972 according to the true intent and meaning of the 
prophecy, but which has been the cauſe of much trouble to 
Biſhop Lowth, who not being able to enter into the true 
ſpirit of the Language, its idiom and phraſaology, much leſs 
of the form and manner of the Prophet, notwithſtanding all 
the pompous language he has made uſe of, to make us believe 

that he was perfectly acquainted therewith, (See his prelimi- 
nary Diſſertation on Iſai. &c.) has miſerably perverted the 
text, in attempting to make it read 95952 inſtead of the true 
reading of 972 the abſurdity of which, together with the whale 


ef h his wretched ſyſtem of ee the preſent panel text 
8 0 


I 


ON THE PROPHECIES. 8) 
call ST 5. caph- hadimyon-; i. e. caph of fi- 
militude ; and thus it is frequently uſed o, 
eſpecially by this Propher, (Chap. xxiv. 2. ) 
NNN3D2 NNDWI VIMEO N2JD JMDD 03D. W 
« And it ſhall be, as with the people, ſo with 
the prieſt ; as with the ſervant, ſo with his 
| maſter; as with the handmaid, fo with her 
| miſtreſs, &c. When thus underſtood, the ex- 
preſſion will appear plain and intellegible, 
without any forced conſtruction, or the tor- 
turing of the text; as the Prophet's intention 
was to inform us, that as God had heretofore 
puniſhed thoſe who had oppreſſed. the Jews, 
ſo would he puniſh thoſe who had perſecuted 
them, in this long and dreadfull captivity : he 
therelars ſaid, wrath to his adyerſaries ; ” 

E 5 that 


by n and to which, Dr Blayney i in his new Trand- 
lation of Jeremiah, and Dr. Newcombe, Arch Biſhop of Ar- 
magh in his Tranſtatibm of Taekiel, and the Minor Prophets, 
- alfo cloſely adhere; will be fully confidered in a future Pub- 
lication, dedicated entirely to that parpoſe, as already men- 
tioned ;. (vol rft. page 275, Note ) as will alſo Kennicott's 
fooliſh and ridiculous ſcheme : nay, I will not feruple to call 

it profane, as well an i -notwithilanding the high bom- 
baſtical encomiums beſtowed on it by the Authors of the 
New and metrical Tranflations, See 3 Diſcourſes of 

Lowth, Blaney &c, 


| * See alſo inflances of this in 1 King 32.4 ds 
King 3. 7» | 


. SERTATIONS 
that is the Babylonians, who deſtroyed the 
firſt temple: recompenſe to his enemies; 
which denotes the Romans, who tor 
the ſecond temple : and as for the diſtant iſles, 
who were not at the deſtruction of either the | 
firſt, or ſecond'temples; yet, would he requite 
them in ſuch a manner, for the corru pt and 
perverſe tenets, which they held ; and their 

evil deeds, in the perſecution of the nation; 
as that, * They from the weſt ſhall revere the 
name of the Loxp ; and they from the rifing 
of the Sun, his glory : when he ſhall come 
like a river ſtraitened in its courſe, which a 
mighty wind & driveth alon p. -The Prophet 
thus compares the puniſhment of the enemies 
of the nation, to the violence of a ſtorm in a 
narrow ſea, where the fury of the tempeſt, 
ſuddenly drives the veſſel towards the ſhore, 
and i it ĩs inſtantly daſhed to pieces; | but which 
is not the caſe where there is-ſea room ; for 
then the veſſel may ride” out the ſtorm, and 
: eſcape 1 the danger of ſhipwreck ; ; even ſo will 
it be with the nations, and they will by no 
means be able to ward off, or r eſcape thee com- 
ing calamity. Ys yy 
Having i in this manner, deſcribed 5 pu- | 
. Heb. A wind of the Loxp. 


g niſhment 
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he Je the nations, he proceeds to ſpeak. 
OY. of the redemption of Iſrael; RY 20, And 
xd | the Redeemer ſhall come to Zion; and to 

17 thoſe that return from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, 

TY fith the Lord.” By the expreſſion, And 

te the Redeemer ſhall come to Zion; the Pro- 

d phet meant thoſe, that through all their ſuf- 
E ferings and perſecutions, made open profeſſi- 

3 on of their faith, and were always known by 

= the name of Jews: and by thoſe that return from 
g tranſgreſſion; he meant ſuch as had apoſta- OT 
E tized, through fear of perſecution, but ſe- 

a cretly in their hearts, adhered to the truth: 

t for theſe, are really the tranſgreſſors in Ja- 

8 8 ; cob * 5 but who will nevertheleſs, be gather- | 
f Not as Biſhop Lowth has tranſlated it, c And ſhall turn 


? away iniquity from Jacob, by miſerably mangling and tor- 
| turing the text, to make it read as St. Paul cites it in Ro- 
4 mans 11. 26. This, may properly be termed the accommoda- 
F - ting ſyſtem ; and which has been carried to a great length by 
Chriſtian Writers, as I ſhall ſhew at large in a future publica- 
| | tion, already noticed in this work; 1 ſhall therefore, only ob- 
= ferve at preſent, that another Chriſtian, alſo tranſlates it thus: 
(See a New Tranſlation of Iſaiah by a Layman ) and who goes 
_ farther than the Biſhop, by reading from Zion, inſtead of to | 
Zion; and ſeems ſurpriſed that the Biſhop did not ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of correcting the firſt part of the verſe, as well as the 


ada nd of it, ſo chat it e more a rw to the Apoſtle's 
citation; 


* 


3⁰ | DISSERTATIONS. | 
ed to the nation at the time of the redemp- 
tion, as mentioned Volume Iſt. page 3 I. 
&c. | 
The Prophie: 3 proceeds to inform 1 | 
that, the covenant which God had made with 
them, and the prophecies delivered by the 
Prophet, ſhould: never depart from them, ſo 
as to become null and void; but ſhall ſurely 
be accompliſhed, verſe, 21, As fot me, this 
is my. covenant with them faith the Lozp ; 
my * which is . thee, and my 
975 words, 


citation; but if theſe learned Criticks had been 3 5 
quainted with the idiom of the language, and acted fairly and 
| honeſtly, they would not have ſeen any necoſſity for correct- 
ing either the one part, or the other, any more than the 
Tranſlators of the common reading did: for they have very 
properly expreſſed the ſenſe of the Hebrew, And unto tbem 
that turn from tranſgreſſion in Jacob. And to which, Euſe - 
bius agrees ; although, it is to be ſuppoſed, that if the text had 
been corrupted, he had far better means of diſcovering it, 
than the preſent tranſlators. — Note, The Lay Tranſlator, has 
made another pretty alteration, ( all in the accommodating 
ſtyle) in verſe 21. where he reads, when I ſhall take away 
their fins *” ; but which is not to be found in the Hebrew. 
This he acknowledges in bis Note on the place; I ſhall give 
it in his own words without any comment, and leave it to the 
. candid reader, to form what opinion be pleaſes on the ſubject. 
«Theſe words ſeem to be loſt from the Heb, and Lxx. They 
are in Rom. 11. 27. joined with the former part of this verſe, 
and ſtand there as a part of the citation”, 
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words, which I have put in thy mouth; they 


ſhall not depart from thy mouth, nor from 


the month of thy ſeed, nor from the mouth 


of thy ſeed's ſeed, ſaith the Lond ; from 


henceforth for ever. Thus are we aſſured 
that the Law of Moſes, which is the cove- 

nant God made with the nation, as alſo the 
prophecies delivered by the mouth of the 
Prophets, ſhall never'depart from the nation, 
but remain 'as an everlaſting witneſs of their 
future reſtoration ; and, as this was an abſo- 
lute promiſe, without any condition annexed 


to it; he immediately begins to publiſh the 


good tidings of the fouriding ſtate of the 
nation, as the conſequence of that glorious 
promiſe, Chapter Lxth,- verſe 1ſt. ** Ariſe, 


be thou enlightened; for thy light is come; 


And the glory of the Loxp is riſen upon 
thee. ”” The firſt part of this verſe, denotes 


the redemption and falvation of the nation , 


and the latter part, the return of the divine 
preſence among them „as nee. in the tem- 
ple, _—_— 

In verſe ad, he com pares the EE and 


i affliction of the nations, to darkneſs ; and the 


ſalvation of Iſrael, to the glory of the Lon d, 
that will then abide among them; and men. 
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tions the calamity firſt, becauſe, the wth 5 
ment, of thoſe who perſecuted the Jews, will 


precede their redemption. . For behold, dark- 
neſs ſhall cover: the earth ; and thick darkneſs 
the nations: but upon thee ſhall the Lok p a- 


riſe: and his glory W. thee ſhall be con- 


Picuous 15 | 
In verſe zd. &c. he "ROY us chat} the 
conſequence of this will be, that the nations 


will all flow to them, in order to be inſtructed 


in the Law of the true God ; as the Prophet 
has faid elſewhere, (Chap. ii 4. ) And ma- 
ny peoples ſhall go, and ſhall ſay: Come ye, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lov 
to the houſe of the God of Jacob; and he 


will teach us of his ways, &c. He alſo in- 


forms us, that not only the nations would 
come, but their kings likewiſe ; And farther 
tells them that, when they ſhall ſee all theſe 


gathered together they will be afraid; as think- 


ing that they are aſſembled to war againſt, and 


oppreſs them; and therefore they will fear; 


but when they find that the nations, are come 
to do homage to them, their fear, will be 
turned to Joy ; and which accounts' for the ; 


different terms made uſe of by the Prophet, 


as will be ſcen preſently, © And the nations 
mY 


* / 
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ſhall walk in thy light; and kings in the 
brightneſs of thy riſing. Lift up thine eyes 
round about, and ſee ; all of them are gather · 
ed together, they come unto thee ; thy ſons 
ſhall come from afar ; and thy daughters 


| ſhall be carried at the fide . Then ſhalt thou 


fear, and overflow wwith joy; and thy heart 
ſhall be ruffled, and dilated; becauſe the rich- 
es of the ſea ſhall be poured in upon thee ; = 
and the wealth of the nations ſhall come un- 
to thee. An inundation of camels ſhall co- 
ver thee ; the dromedaries of Midian and E- 
pha; all of them from Sheba ſhall come ; 
gold and frankincenſe ſhall they bear; and 
the praiſes of the Lox p ſhall they declare, 
All the flocks of Kedar ſhall be gathered un- 
to thee ; the rams of Nebaioth ſhall miniſter 
unto thee; they ſhall aſcend with acceptance 
on mine altar; and my Fe houſe I 
will glorify. '* 

In yerſe 8th. &c. he ſpeaks of the return 
of the nation to the land of promiſe; and 
compares the ſwiftneſs af their coming, to 
the return of the doves to the dove- cot; for 
then their flight is more rapid, than when 
they ſet out, on account of their haſte to re- | 
® This alludes to the Ny of Moſes Numb. 11. 12. 
vol I. turn 
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turn to their young: thus will the nation 


from afar; their filver and their gold with 
them : becauſe of the name of the LoxD thy 


he hath glocified thee. And the ſons of the 


thee with the moſt tender affection. And thy 


that nation, and that kingdom which will 


ſhall be utterly deſolated. And, as in the 
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34 „ DissERTATTONS 


come ſwiftly from the moſt diſtant parts. 
Who are theſe that fly like a cloud? and as 
the doves to their windows ? Vertly the diſ- 
tant coaſts ſhall wait for me; and the ſhips 
of Tarſhiſh among the firſt: to bring thy ſons 


God ; and of the Holy One of Hrael : for 


ſtranger ſhall build up thy walls; For, as 
their anceſtors deſtroyed them, they are now 
to build them up again: And their kings 
ſhall miniſter unto thee : for in my wrath l 
ſmote thee; but in my favour 1 will love 


gates ſhall be open continually; by day, or by 
night, they ſhall not be ſhut ; to bring unto 
thee the wealth of the nations: and their 
kings ſhall be attended with guides . For 


not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh; yea, thoſe nations 


days of Solomon, Hyram king of Tyre fur- 
niſhed him with all ſorts of coſtly wood, for 
the building of the temple ; ſo will che na- 


Cad "TD; guide thoſe that come from far diſtant countries 15 


7 „ tions 


0 N THE PROPHECIES. "4-266 
tions in the latter days, bring every rich and 
coſtly wood, to build and adorn the ſanctua- 


ry, as he ſays verſe 13th, © The glory of 


Lebanon ſhall come unto thee ; the fir-tree, 
the pine, and the box together : to adorn the 


place of my ſanctuary; and I will glorify the 


place, whereon I reſt my feet. In verſe 14th, 
he aſſures us, that when all thoſe nations 


ſhall come to Jeruſalem, they will not come 
in pride and arrogance, but in a low, hum- 
ble, and ſubmiſſive manner. And the ſons 


of thine oppreſſors ſhall come bending before 


thee; and all thoſe that deſpiſed thee, ſhall 


do obeiſance to the ſoles of thy feet: and they 
ſhall call thee, the city of the Log : the Zi- 


on of the Holy One of Iſrael. By the ex- 
| preflion in the latter part of the verſe, the 
Prophet informs us, that the nations will not 
come and proſtrate themſelves thus to them, 


on account of their great power, but for the 
ſanctity and holineſs of the Divinity that will 
then be in the midſt of them: and which is 


a demonſtration that this prophecy was not 


fulfilled at their return from Babylon; for 


then, the Aſſyrians and Babylonians, who had 


deſtroyed their kingdom, vexed and oppreſſed 
them did not come to bow, and do obeiſance 
E to 


% DISSERTATIONS 
to them, as is clear from all hiſtory both "I 
| cred and profane: it therefore remains to be 
fulfilled at the redemption of then nation Ong 
the preſent captivity. 
He then ſhews that, not oaly their pre- 
ſent miſerable ſtate, will be changed to a moſt 
exalted one; but their ruined country, emer- 
ging from its obſcurity, will become equally 
great and glorious ; verſe 15th. Inſtead of 
thy being forſaken, and hated, ſo that no one 
| paſſed through thee; I will make thee an 
everlaſting excellency z ſubject of Joy for 
perpetual generations. 
The Prophet farther nn us, chat a as 
the nation during this long and dreadful cap- 
tivity, had been continually robbed and plun- 
dered of its property, by the different na- 
tions under whoſe dominion they lived, as 
hiſtory clearly proves; it ſnould then be the 
reverſe ; verſe 16, · And thou ſhalt ſuck the 
milk of the nations; and be delighted with 
the riches of kings: and thou ſhalt know, 
that I the LorD am thy faviour ; and that 
thy redeemer is the Mighty One of Jacob. ” 
Thus, will all the nations know that this 
great change, will not be owing to any na- 
tural cauſe, but will be purely ſupernatural. 
| He 


* 
: 
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ON THE PROPHECIES. 37 
He then aſſures us verſe 17th, that the 
ſpoil of the nations, will be ſo great, that in- 
ſtead of the braſs and iron, which they de- 


prived them of during the captivity &c. they 


will bring them gold and ſilver in return.“ In- 


ſtead of braſs, 1 will bring gold; and inſtead - 
of iron, I will bring filver ; and inſtead of 
wood, braſs ; and inſtead of ſtones, iron. And 
I will make thine inſpector peace; and thine 


exactor righteouſneſs. '” For their enemies 


plundered them in war and captivity ; but 
with them, it will be quite the reverſe ; for 
their inſpectors and exactors will be peace 


and righteouſneſs; that is, they will poſſeſs 


all this riches in peace and righteouſneſs; be- 
cauſe, the nations will of their own accord, 
bring it in a friendly and peaceable manner: 
for as he ſays, verſe 18th, Violence ſhall 
no more be heard in thy land; deſtruction 
and calamity, in thy borders: but thou ſhalt 
call thy walls falvation; and thy gates praiſe.” 
In all their gates, there will be nothing 


heard but praiſe to the Almighty, for theſe 


great bleflings. And, as he at the commence- 


ment of the prophecy, had compared the 


captivity to darkneſs, and the redemption to 
light: he obſerves verſe 19th. No longer 


malt 
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4s DISSERTATIONS ES 
ſhalt thou have the ſun for light by day; nor 
the brightneſs of the moon to enlighten thee; 
for the Lox p ſhall be to thee an everlaſting 


light, and thy God ſhall be thy glory. Thy 


ſun ſhall no more go down; neither ſhall thy 
moon wane : for the LoRD ſhall be thine e- 
verlaſting light ; and the days of thy mourn- 
ing ſhall be ended. This ſhews, that after 


their redemption from this captivity, their 


kingdom and government is not to be deſtroy- 


ed any more. And, that they may be worthy 


of ſuch a great bleſſing, he informs us, verſe 
21ſt, © And thy people ſhall be all righte- 
ous: ” For at the time of the redemption, 


God will refine them, as the Prophet ſays *, 


« And I will refine them as ſilver is refined, 


and will try them as gold 18 tried. 80 chat 


all that ſhall be left will be righteous; as the 
Prophet Iſaiah ſays elſewhere, (Chap. iv. 3.) 
And it ſhall come to paſs, whoſoever is left 


in Zion, and that remaineth in Jeruſalem, 


holy ſhall he be called. Therefore, Shall 
they for ever poſſeſs the land: That all the 
world may know, that the nation is, The 
cion of my planting, the work of my hands, 
that I may be glorified, ” And, Wako duo 


AEech. 13. 9. : 
ring 
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ring this captivity, they have been reduced to 


a very ſmall number; yet, will they ſo increaſe 


Ss after their redemption, that, The little one 
' ſhall become a thouſand ; and the ſmall one 
a ſtrong nation. The little tribe will be a 

thouſand times as numerous as it is at pre- 


ſent, &c. The Prophet then informs us that, 
this will be in its appointed time, as he ſays, 


„ the Loxp in due time will haſten it. 


When the appointed time of their redemption 
ſhall come, the Almighty will haſten its ac- 


compliſhment; for as the Prophet knew 


that the captivity was to continue ſuch a 


Z length of time ; he exhorted them, not to 
deſpair on that account; for as ſoon as the 


period arrived, God would by no means de- ; 


lay it, but on the A would aſſuredly 


haften it. 
The Prophet being thus ee the 


| promiſe and aſſurance of the redemption. of 
the nation, in the moſt clear, and explicit 
manner, obſerves thus of himſelf, Chapter 
Ixi. 1. &c. The ſpirit of the Lorp is upon 


me; becauſe the Lox D hath anointed me. 
That is, he was inſtructed to ſpeak more 


largely and clearly of the falvation, and re- 


demption of the nation, than any of the 
| other 


.... de a att EC OP: 


4⁰ DISSERTATIONS 
other Prophets, becauſe the Loxp had 
anointed him in an eſpecial manner, To 
Publiſh glad tidings to the meek ; he hath 
ſent me to bind up the broken hearted. ” 
This is an exact deſcription of the nation in 
this captivity; for they have patiently borne 
innumerable perſecutions without reſent- 
ment, the conſequence of which is, that they 
are broken hearted: the Prophet therefore ob- 
ſerves, that his miſſion was, to prophecy of 
the appointed time of the redemption and ſal- 
vation of the nation, and the puniſhment of 
their enemies: To proclaim freedom to 
the captives; and to the bounden perfect li- 
berty *: To proclaim the year of acceptance 
with the Lox p; and the day of vengeance 
of our God. To comfort all thoſe that 
mourn; To apply it to the mourners of Zi- 
on, to give them a beautiful (crown) in- 
ſtead of aſhes; the oil of gladneſs inſtead of 
ſorrow ; the garment of praiſe inſtead of hea- 
vineſs ; that they may be called oaks. of 
_ righteouſneſs, the plantation of the Lox, 
that he may be. glorified. * He alſo informs 
us, that he was appointed, to prophecy the 
* In Heb. pr rp Properly denotes, * opening. as | 


the priſon, 


rebuilding 


ON THE- nen a 
rebuilding of their ancient cuins ; G ng 
riſhing and exalted ſtate ; and the ſubmiſſion 


of the nations to them, verſe, 4th. &c. «And 


they ſhall build up the ruins of old times; 
they .ſhall reſtore the ancient deſolations z 
they ſhall repair the cities laid waſte'; the 


deſolations of continued ages. And ſtrangers 


ſhall and up and feed your flocks ; and the 
ſons of the alien ſhall be your huſbandmen 
and vine-dreſſens. But ye ſhall be called the 
prieſts of the Lord ; the miniſters of our 
God, ſhall be your title. Ye ſhall not then 
be engaged in ſuch ſervices ; but in the me · 


vide, as prisfts; and being thus at leiſure, and 


engaged in the ſervice of God, Ye thall 


eat the riches of the nations; and in their 


glory ſhall ye make your boaſt. Inſtead of 


your ſhame, ye ſhall receive a double inheri- = 


tance ; and of your ignominy, ye ſhall rejoice 
in their portion : for in their land a double 
{ ſhare) ſhall ye inherit; and eycrlaſting 
Joy ſhall ye poſſeſs. For I the Lon p 


- 
Judgement; (and) hate robbery (even) for 
a burnt offering *: en 
Vor VVV mw? 


1 Thus the Prophet Malachi lays, 104 ye brig that 
which is ſtolen, ” &c. Chap. i. EY ; 


; 
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reward) of their work with faithfulneſs ; and 
an everlaſting covenant will I make with 
them: and their ſeed ſhall be illuſtrious a- 
mong the nations; and their offspring, in 
the midſt of the peoples: all they that ſee 
them ſhall acknowledge them, that my are 
a feed, which the Lok p hath bleſſed. | 
From the explanation here given of this 
_ prophecy, the following principles are obvi- 
ous. Firſt, That God will take vengeance 
of the different nations, for the cruelty which 
they exerciſed towards the nation during this 
long and dreadful captivity. Second, all the 
tribes of the nation will be gathered together, 
from the eaſt and the weſt, far and near. 
'Third, the different nations of the earth will 
be ſubject to Ifrae}, and the worthip of the 
true God; when thy will all come, and bring 
an offering to the houſe of the Loxp. Now, 
as none of theſe important events took place 
at their return from Babylon, as is clear from 
all hiſtpry both ſacred and profane: and, as 
it is equally clear that, they were not accom—- 

liſhed in the time, nor in the perſon of Je- 
ſus ; it is manifeſt that, he could not be the 

Meſſiah; and that theſe great and glorious 
pramiſes, remain yet to be fulfilled in the lat- 


» 
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n himſelf with a( prieftley.). tine 
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ter times, when the true Meſſiah will . 


to redeem the nation. 
The twelfth prophecy, commences s verſe —- 


| 10th, of this chapter, and is continued to the | 


end of verſe 6th, of chapter Ixii. 
Before we proceed to the explanation of | 


this prophecy, it is neceſlary, for the better. 
underſtanding of the ſame, to obſerve that, 


the Prophet having in the preceding pro- 
phecy, propheſied of the future redemption 
and ſal vation of the nation, and the puniſh- 
ment of the 1 nations that oppreſſed them; and 

that God had in a peculiar manner, made 
choice of him, to propheſy all this; he intro - 
duces the, nation and Jeruſalem as giving 
thanks to the Lonn, and rejoicing for the 
great good chus promiſed to them; and which, "= 
is ſimilar ta that introduced in the ſecond pro- 


phecy, (See vol. Iſt. page. 144.) as I have 


there explained it. I will greatly rejoice in 


the Lon; my ſoul ſ ſhall exult in my God. For' 


he hath clothed me with the garinents of 


ſalvation; he hath covered me with the 


mantle of righteouſneſs : as the deen 
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and as the bride adorneth herſelf with her 


For as the carth hx eg forth her tender 


ITY ; * 


part of the verſeß though! Agrerable to the oph⁰] of the 
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Jewels.“ ; 

The Prophet having thus ſpokes of the 
redemption and falvation of the nation; points 
out to us in beautiful figurative language, the 
manner of their redemption: verſe Irth. 


or | 

4 
AR cher e aun as maitre; or crown, (See 
Exod. 29. 6.) But it is almoſt impoſſible to give the Pro- 
phet's metaphor its full force in another language. And 1 
amm atſo of opinion that, the preferit Tranſlatzon of the latter 


Commentators in general, (the learned 4borbatal excepted). 
does not contain the real ſepſe of the Prophet's expreſſion : 
for it does not properly fizuify, that they fou be decked 
and adorned as a bridegromm and à bride ;- hut that the $44. 
preme, who was to clothe the nation with the garments of 
falyation, &c, and whoſe relation to the nation, is as that of 
the bridegroom to the btide; ( à8 is clear from that beautiful 
egorical paſtoral dem, of Solomon, the Sosg of Songs x 
where, in the choiceſt coulourmg of language, and all the 
elegance and variety of the moſt ſelect i imagery, he deſcribes 
the corjugal union of God with the jewim Church. Whetice 
it is, that + ficred writers ompate the tation's committing 
idotatry + woman's being gmilty of adfiltery to her huſband, 
This relation, the Prophet has alſo ſet forth in cha tex Iviith, 
verle cth. ** And as the bridegroom rejoieeth I in his bride, 
0 ſhall thy God rejoice in the. ) ſhould' in quality of 
bridegroom, miniſter , i. e. prepare the tire for the bride, 
to adorn __ n en as a bride does herſelf with 


rr 
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ſhoots ; and as a garden maketh her ſeed to 


inate; fo ſhall the Lon o God cauſe 
richteouſneſt to ſpring forth; and praiſe, in 
the preſence of all the nations. By the im- 
age of repreſenting the earth as puſhing forth 
her ſhoots &c. the Prophet has inimitably - 
ſhewn the ſtate of the nation in this capti- 


E vity, prior to the redemption : for as the ſeed 
does not germinate till after its corruption; 


ſo will it be with the nation; that is, when 
by being fo long in captivity, as almoſt to 
deſpair of their redemption ; expecting no- 
thing elſe but to be ſwallowed up, and loſt 


among the nations ; then, will God cauſe 


righteouſneſs to ſpring forth for them, &c. 


And, as there is a certain appointed time for 8 
the germination of the ſeed, ſo will God 


cauſe their redemption to take en in its * 
pond time. | 6 
The Prophet then Sv to indem us, 
that on two accounts, God will come to the 
ſalvation of the nation: firſt, on account of 
the land, which at preſent is in the hands of 
their enemies: and which, perfectly agrees 


With what Moſes ſays, ( Levit. xxiv. 42.) 


And the land will I alſo remember. ſe- 
cond, for the fake of the nated, his people, 
and 
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Ss DISSERTATIONS. 
and „ that are diſ perle among all F 
nations, and have ſuffered the cruelleſt op- 
preſſions, and perſecutions: Chap. Ixiid. 
verſe 1ſt. For Zion's fake I will not keep 
ſilence; and for the fake of Jeruſalem I will 
not reſt : until her righteouſneſs break forth 
as a ſtrong light; and her falvation, like a 
blazing torch. This regards the land : to 
the nation, he firs; verſe 2d, And the na- 
tions ſhall ſee thy rightcouſnels ; and all the 
kings, thy glory : and thou ſhalt be call- . 
ed by a new name, which the mouth of. 
the Loxp ſhall expreſs. And thou ſhalt be 
a beautiful crown in the hand of the Lok p; 5 
and a royal diadem in the pale of Ai 
God.' „WV . 
In vel ih. the 8 explains the na- 
ture of the name by which ſhe is to be call- 
ed.“ No more ſhalt it be ſaid unto thee, 
Thou forſaken! Neither to thy land ſhall 
it be ſaid any more, Thou. deſolate ! But, 
thou ſhalt be called, the object of my de- 
light; and thy land, the wedded (matron:] 
for the Lord ſhall delight in thee; and 
thy land ſhall be wedded. For as a young 


man weddeth a virgin * 2 thy ſons ſhall 


T The Prophet _— uſe of this image, that EY 


= 
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ON THE PROPHECIES, 47 
wed thee: and (as) 3 — r:joiceth in 
his bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejoice in thee. '” 
The firſt part of hi verſe, is addreſſed to 
the land; and the latter part to the nation: 
and which I humbly conceive, to be a mani- 
| feſt proof of what I have obſerved in the note 
on verſe 10th. of the preceding chapter, that 
the term bridegroom is uſed metaphorically, 
to denote the Supreme, who is thus conſider- 
ed in reſpect to the nation. 
The Prophet then proceeds miſs bh. 
« Upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, have I ſet 
watch men all the day; and all the night long 
they kept not ſilence: they that made men- 
tion of the Lox p, kept not filence to you. 
The Prophet here obſerves, that while 
Jeruſalem was yet in being, God ſent his 
| ſervants the Prophets, who, as vigilant 
watchmen placed on the walls, neither ſlept 
nor ſlumbered, but continually called on 
them in the name of the Lon p, and carneſt- 
ly exhorted chem to repent; but ſays he, as ye | 
"57 008 


\ 


to our mind, hs Grote itn as we 


| the moſt likely to produce a laſting f elicity ; in order to ſhew 


Þ the uninterrupted. happineſs, which ey are to enjoy 7 be 
land at * | 


4 | DISSERTATIONS: 
did not attend to them when el oa. 
highly proper, that ye now call on the Lon? 
inceſſantly ; verſe- th. Let him therefore 
not reſt in ſilence, until he eſtabliſh, and un- 
til he render Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 1 
J muſt alſo inform you, ſays the Prophet, 
not to imagine that, your prayer may be in 
vain, or of none effect; for, verſe 8th. 
The Loxp hath ſworn by his right hand, 
and by his powerful arm: ſurely, I will no 
more give thy corn for food to thine ene- 
mies; nor ſhall the ſons of the ſtranger 

drink thy wine for which thou haſt laboured; 
But they, that reap the harveſt, ſhall eat it, 
and praiſe the Lox p; and they, that gather 
the vintage, ſhall drink it in my ſacred 
courts.” The expreſſions in this verſe, 
| have a reference to the law of Moſes ; Levit. 
XIX. 23. &c. **And when ye ſhall come 
unto the land, and ſhall have planted- all 
manner of trees for food, then ye ſhall 
count the fruit thereof as uncircumciſed ; 
three years it ſhall be as uncircumciſed unto 
you ; it ſhall not be eaten of. But in the 
fourth year all the fruit thereof ſhall be holy 
to praiſe the Lox D withall. And in the 
fifth year ye ſhall eat the irgit thereat, ” &c. 


An 


ON THE PROPHERCI ES. ag 
Again; Thou mayeſt not eat within thy 
gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, 
or of thy oil; But thou muſt eat them be. 
fore the Lox p thy God, in the place which 


de Lonp thy God ſhall chooſe.” Deut. 


xii. 17. 18. This clearly explains the 
force of the expreſſions made uſe of by 
the Prophet, ſhall praiſe the Lox D, and 
«ſhall drink it in my courts.” And which 
| ſhews the laſting happineſs that they are to 
| enjoy at their reſtoration; and that they | 
will no more go into captivity : and is alſo, 
as I apprehend, a manifeſt proof, of the 
perpetuity of the Law of Moſes. ty 
The Prophet then addreſſes himſelf to rhe 
hw and. elders of the nation: directing 
them to prepare the people by repentance g 
and thus remove fin from them ; and which 
he forcibly expreſſes under the image, of 
clearing the cauſſey from ſtones ; by which 
means the ſtandard of ſalvation will be raiſed, 
as in verſe ioth. &c, *Paſs ye, paſs 
through the gates ; prepare the way for the 
| people! Caſt ye up, caſt up the cauſley; 
clear it from the ſtones ! Lift up on high a 
ſtandard to the nations ! Behold, the Loxn 
hath thus proclaimed to the end of the 
Vol. II. WS | earth: 


© DISSERTATIONS 
earth: Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Lo- 
thy ſaviour cometh ! Lo, his reward is with 
him, and his work before him. And they | 
ſhall be called, The holy people, the re. 
deemed of the Lon p: And thou ſhalt” be 
called, The much deſired, the city unfor- 
ſaken. / 

The Prophet then, as one enquiring 
ſays, chapter Ixiiid. verſe iſt. Who, is 
this that cometh from Edom ? with gar- 
ments deeply dyed from Botſrah ? This, 
that is magnificent in his apparel ; exclaim- 
ing in the greatneſs of his ſtrength ;- I ſpeak 
in righteouſneſs, (and) am mighty to fave.” 
The Prophet here ſhews the greatneſs of the 
| vengeance which God will take on the ene- 
mies of the Jews, particularly on Botſrah, 
which is Rome: and that he who ſpeaks 
in righteouſneſs, who equitably adminiſters 
juſtice; is mighty to ſave the nation, that 
had ſtedfaſtly acknowledged his Unity, du- 
ring this long and dreadful captivity. 

The Prophet then again enquires, verſe 
2d. Wherefore is thine apparel red? Thy 
garments, as of one that treadeth the wine- 
vat? To whom the Almighty anſwers, verſe 
3d. * have trodden the vat alone: and of the 


people 
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people there was not a man. with me. And 
I trod them i in mine anger ; and 1 trampled 
them in mine indignation: and their life. blood 
was | ſprinkled upon my garments 3, 0 and 1 
have ſtained all mine apparel.” In verſe 4th. 
the Prophet explains the figurative language 
he had Juſt made uſe of. For r the day of 
vengeance was come.” 

He then obſerves (verſe 5th.) that al- 
though the time was come, yet, there was no 
repentance in Iſrael; no merit of good works 
to render them worthy of ſalvation: and 
which perfectly agrees, with what the Pro- 
phet ſaid above verſe zu, And o the people 
there was not a man with me.” And as he 
ſays chap. lix. 16. And he ſaw that there 
was no man.“ Kc. As I have ſhewn page, | 
25. „And I looked, and there was no 
one to help; ; and I was aſtoniſhed, that 
there was no one to uphold : therefore mine 
own arm wrought ſalvation for me, and 
mine indignation itſelf ſuſtained me. And 1 
trod down the people in mine anger ; and 
1 cruſhed them in mine indignation ; and I 
ſpilled their blood on the ground,” | 

I have here ſhewn that, this great, and 
important prophecy, perfectly accords with 
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the gracious promiſes contained i in the k foes” 
ral prophecies delivered by this prophet; as, 
| firſt, the ſalvation of the nation, the return 


of the divine preſence, and the ſpirit of pto- | 
phecy among them : ſecond, the promiſe 
that they are not to go into captivity more: 
third, the deſtruction of the nations that had 

perſecuted. them: all which promiſes, it is 
manifeſt, have never yet been accompliſhed; 
not at their return from Babylon : for-then, 
they did not enjoy any fuch happineſs/; but 
after great, 1 may ſay almoſt continued trou 
bles and affliction, they were again carried 


into captivity, in the moſt miſerable rondi- 


tion; and in which, they have continued to 
this day: neither were any of theſe glorious 


promiſes fulfilled in the time, or in the per- 


ſon of Jeſus ; for about forty years after hh 
death, their government was deſtroyed by 
the Romans : which is a manifeſt proof, that 
he could not be the proniiſed Meſſiah, that 


is to redeem the nation; and under whom, 


they are to enjoy all the happineſs, both 
ſpiritual and temporal, 1 oe in Ty 


promiſes. 


Before I take leave of this important pro- 


phecy, I muſt ſay a few words, by way of 


n 


ON THE, PrOPHECHES. + 


obſervation, ' on What Biſhop Lowth, has 
advanced concerning the perſon introduced, 
as ſtained with treading the wine - vat. In his 
Note on chapter 1xiiid, as well as in his præ- 
lections, ( 7. and 30) he repreſents the 


perſon thus introduced, to be the "Meſſiah: 


He conſiders the interlocutors in this paſ- 
ſage, to be the Meſſiah and a Chorus: but 
though he confident! y' aſſerts it; yet, does 
| he not offer any reaſons in ſupport of his 
opinion: nay, I am convinced, he was not 
able to advance any one ſolid argument in 
ſupport of his hypotheſis. This, I truſt, 
| will appear to demonſtration, when we con. 

ſider, Firſt, that in chapter xxxivth, the 
Prophet ſpeaks of the vengeance which God 
will take on 'Edom and Borſrab, in which the 
ſword of the Lox is repreſented as ſatiated 
with blood, &c. Second, that in chapter lix, 
15. 16. 17. a moſt remarkable part of this 
paſſage is applied to God himſelf, who is re- 
preſented as uttering nearly the ſame words 


as here: and is alſo repreſented, as putting 


on the garments of vengeance. Third, the 
expreſſion, For the day of vengeance was 
in my heart ; and the year of my redeemed 
was come. ” And which perieatly coincides 
| with 
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with what Moſes gays! in his prophetic Poem, 
Deut. chap.. xxxii. 35. To me (i. e. to 
God) belongeth vengeance, and recomp nſe, 
at the time that their foot ſhall flip. ” That 
is, when the meaſure of the i iniquity of the 
enemies of the Jews ſhall be full, and the 
period of their power is arrived: and which 
will be, * when the Lozp ſhall have Judg- 
ed his people. Then, will he inflict venge- 
ance on their enemies; as Moſes farther ſays, 
dee ain When I whet my glittering 
ſword, and mine hand take hold of Judge- 
ment; I will render vengeance to mine ener 
mies, and will requite them that hate me. 
And thus alſo he concludes the Poem, (See 
vol. Iſt page 56. &c. ).“ Cauſe his people to 
rejoice, O ye nations : for he will avenge the 
blood of his ſervants, and will render venge- 
ance to his adverſaries: And he will be re- 
conciled Zo his land and to his people. Then 
will the year of his redeemed be come: for, | 
as I have frequently had occaſion to obſerve, 
it is clear from all the prophecies which 
ſpeak of the redemption and ſal vation of the 
nation, that the vengeance which God will 
take on the enemies of the Jews, is to pre- 
cede their redemption. From all which, it 
is 
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is manifeſt, that the Biſhop's hypotheſis is 
abſurd, and futile: and that this paſſage can 
be applied to none but God himſelf; being 


a lofty deſcription of his appearance againſt 


the enemies of his people, and the vengeance 
he will take on their enemies in the latter 
days, immediately preceding the time of their 

redemption : and which leads me to take no- 
tice of what the Biſhop ſays concerning the 

completion of this prophecy. After he had 
combated the opinion of thoſe interpreters, 
that ſuppoſe, that Judas Maccabeus and his 
| victories make the ſubject of it; he obſerves, 
—. ©] conclude therefore, that this pro- 
phecy has not the leaſt relation to Judas 
Maccabeus. It may be aſked, to whom, and 
to what event does it relate? I can only an- 
ſwer, that I know of no event in hiſtory to 
which from its importance and circumſtan- 
ces it can be applied: unleſs perhaps to the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh Po- 
lity.” But, nothing can be farther from truth 
than this aſſertion : for from what hath been 
{aid above, it is clear, that this prophecy has 
not the moſt diſtant relation to the deſtructi- 
on of Jeruſalem and the Jewiſh Polity ; but 
on I 6 * manifeſtly foretells the ex- 
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45⁵ | DISSERTATIONS 3 
emplary vengeance that is to be taken on 10 
enemies of the Jews, and not on the Jewiſh 
nation. Of this, it appears to me, the 
| Biſhop himſelf was ſenſible; for he preſently 


after obſerves, © But, though this prophecy 


muſt have its accompliſhment, there is us 


neceſſity of ſuppoling that it has been already 


accompliſhed. There are Prophecies, which 
intimate a great ſlaughter of the enemies of 


God and his people, which remain to be ful- 


filled: theſe in Ezekiel Chap. xxxviii. and 
in the Revelation of St. John, Chap. xx. 
are called Gog and Magog. This Prophecy 


of Iſaiah may poſſibly refer to the ſame or tho 


like event.” From all which, it is demon» 


ſtrable, that this Prophecy remains to be 
fulfilled, and will moſt certainly be accom- 


pliſhed at tlie time of the redemption of the 
nation, by the true Meſſiah. | 
The thirteenth Prophecy commences 
verſe 8th. Chap. lxvth, and is continued to 
the end of the laſt verſe of the ſame, _ 
The purport of this prophecy, is to ſhew, 
that, although the children of Iſrael ſhould 
not repent, return, and ſeek the Lord their 
God, in this captivity ; yet, would he at al 
events redeem. them, when the appointed 
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time of their redemption ſhould arrive: not 
for any merit of theirs; becauſe there will be 
ſuch a great number of wicked unbelievers 
among them; but for the fake of the few. 
righteous : and alſo in conſideration of what 


they will be after their redemption, when 


they will all be good and righteous: thoſe 
therefore, that are righteous in captivity, 
will happily attain to the redemption; but 
thoſe that are wicked, will be deſtroyed in 
the wars and troubles that will take pine; 
before their final reſtoration. - - | 
The Prophet therefore, in Sgurattbe lum 
guage obſerves, Chap. Irvth. verſe. '$th: 
Thus faith the Loxp : As the new wine is 
found in the chuſter z and (one) faith, Deſtroy 
it not; for a bleffing is in it; ſo will I do 
for the ſake of my fervants ; I will not deſtroy 


the whole.” By this images che- Prepiiet 


clearly ſhews the nature of the preſervation 
of the nation: for as there is in the cluſter 
of grapes, huſks, and kernels, whichare of 
| little or no uſe, yet they ſay deſtroy not the 
grape, becauſe there is a bleſſing in it: i. e. 
it contains that within itſelf, that 21 pro- 
duce good wine: for which reaſon, it ought 
not to be deſtroyed : even ſo, ſays God, will 
Vor. II | I OE, 1do 
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I do for the ſake of my ſervants : that is, NY 


though there are great numbers of the na- 


tion, that are totally undeſerving of being re- 


deemed: yet, I will not deſtroy the whole; 
but will have regard to thoſe among them 
who are my ſervants : but more eſpecially, | 


in regard to what they will all be hereafter ; 


as he fays, verſe'gth, And I will bring 
forth a ſeed from Jacob; and from Judah 


an inheritor of my mountains; and my choſen 
ſhall inherit it, and my ſervants ſhall dwell 


there. By the ſeed of Jacob, he meant the 


ten tribes ; and by the inheritor of Judah, 
the kingdom of Judah: and they all together, 
are the Lorp's choſen ſervants, and ſhall | 


inherit the land, and dwell there, 


He alſo obſerves that, although the land 


of promiſe ſince the nation hath been carri- 


ed captive out of it, is in a moſt ruinous, 


miſerable, barren ſtate, yet ſhall it become 
exceedingly rich and fruitful; feeding nu- 
merous flocks and herds; verſe 1oth. And 


Sharon ſhall be a fold for the flocks, and the 


valley of * Achor a reſting for the herds; 


for 


y Acber in Hebrew, denotes trouble: and it may 
i * „ 8 | ; : . thus 
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for my people who have ſought; me, For; 
thoſe of my people who during the captivity — 
0 ſought me; who always ſtrictly adhered to : 
my law, and looked forward to the nies] 
of Iſrael. The | | 96002 
The Prophet then proceeds, to today us, 
that the rebellious and wicked tranſgreſſors 
in Iſrael, ſhall not prevent the redemption 
of the nation: for they will all be numbered 
to the ſword, and the ſlaughter; verſe 11. 12. 
gut ye who have forfaken the Lox D; and. 
have forgotten my holy mountain: who ſet 
in order a table for a troop; and pour out 
mixed wine for a number. Here, the Pro- 
phet addreſſes himſelf to the rich and opulent. 
of the nation; who forſake the LoD; who 
conſider the Law and commandments as a 
very heavy and uaprofitable burden. Thus 
alſo they neglect, and diſregard that eſſential 
part of the true ſervice of God; the addreſſ- 
ing themſelves to him in prayer &c. account- 
1 2 | "wy | 


i $ 


thns be very properly called the valley of trouble ; on account 

of the ſtate it is in at preſent. And the learned Abarbanal 

is of opinion, that Sharon denotes a plain, level, barren ſpot: 
and therefore obſerves that, both the zroubled valley, and 

barren country, ſhall then become exceedingly fruitful. 
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ing it Agee unprofitable : aſcribing all | 


things to a concatenation of cauſes, without 
the leaſt interference of the Deity ; thus ful · 


ly confirming the words of the Prophet *, 
„The Lorp hath forſaken the earth ; and 
the Lon p ſeeth not. = 
They have alſo forgotten his "Og moun- 
tain : they do not beſtow one thought on the 
ruined ſtate of Jeruſalem ; they mourn not for 
it; neither do they pray for its reſtoration to 
its former ſtate: on the contrary, their ſole 
aim is to lead a voluptuous life, and to feaſt 
luxuriouſly : for which purpoſe, they have a 
grand table, covered with the choiceſt and 
moſt delicious viands, together with different 
ſorts of the richeſt wines; and which the Pro- 
| pPhet calls mixed wine: thus, do they ſpend 
heit time Joyouſly : without the leaſt thought 
of the worſhip of God, or his temple, that 
lies deſolate : he therefore, ſays, verſe 12th, 
« Verily 1 will number you to the ſword ; 
| and all of you ſhall bow down to the llaugh- | 
4 ter: becauſe I called, and ye anſwered not; 
1 ſpake, and ye would not hear: This de- 
notes, that, while they were in the land of 


promiſe, they would not hearken to the Pro- 
phets- 


„ Ezek, viii, 12. &. ix. ge 
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phets, whom God ſent to admoniſh them: 


and to thoſe in the captivity, he ſays, But 
ye did that, which was evil in my fight ; 
and that, in which I delighted not, ye 
choſe. ” This, appears to me to be the real 
meaning of the paſſage, according to its li- 
teral ſenſe: and in which, 1 am ſupported 
by the learned Abarbanal*. I know, there 
are ſeveral learned commentators, who ſup- 
poſe that, Gad and Meni, are names of idols 
worſhipped by the ancient Jewe ; but Kim- - 
chi +, has clearly ſhewn the many objeti- 
ons, to which this ſenſe is liable: and which 
has induced him to explain it, as referring to 
the ſpiritual reward and puniſhment after 
death: but I am convinced, that the whole 
prophecy, is addreſſed to thoſe that are to 
return from captivity; and whom God 
will purify, as ſilver is purified; fo that the 
Tighteous will enjoy the happineſs of the re- 
demption ; but which the rebellious will not 
attain: for of them, he ſays, verſe 13. 
«©\ herefore thus faith the LoR D God; Be- 
hold, my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be 
famiſhed ; behold, my ſervants ſhall drink, 
but ye ſhallbe thirſty: This verſe, I humbly | 


COnceve, 


* Abarbanal in Loc. + Kimchi, Ibid. 
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conceive, is a manifeſt proof of the truth of 
my explanation ; being an exact retaliation ; 
tor as they had placed their ſole happineſs, in 
eating, drinking, and feaſting; it is but juſtice 
that, inſtead of their tables having been ſo 
ſumptuouſly ſupplied, they ſhould then ſuffer 5 
hunger and thirſt; and that the true ſervants 
of God, who endured all the miſeries of the 
captivity in penury and want, ſhould then eat 
and drink. And, as it is cuſtomary at theſe 
feaſts, to {ing and rejoice, and be merry: the 
Prophet favs, **Behold, my ſervants ſhall re- 
joice, but ye ſhall be confounded; Behold, my 
ſervants ſhall Gng, for gladneſs of heart ; but 
ye ſhall ery aloud for grief of heart; and in the 
anguiſh of a broken ſpirit ſhall ye howl. 
And, as a perfon of nice honour, values 
that, more than his life; he informs them, 
that as a puniſhment for their tranſgreſſions, 
their Glory ſhall be changed to ſhame ; verle 
15th. And ye ſhall leans your name ſor a 
curſe to my choſen : for the LozDd God ſhall 
ſlay you; and his fervants ſhall he call by 
another name”. Thus, will the righteous be 
diſtinguiſhed from the wicked, not only in 
corporeal bleſſings, as in eating and drinking 
in plenty of the fruits of the holy land ; but 


al 
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alſo in their name, and fame: for at the 
time of the redemption, the righteous will 
be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the wicked, the 
good from the bad; and truth from falſe- 
hood: becauſe the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lox D: and therefore, 

«© Whoſo bleſſeth himſelf upon the earth, | 

ſhall bleſs himſelf in the God of truth: and 
| whoſo ſweareth upon the earth, ſhall ſwear | 

by the God of truth. They will not then 
flatter and praiſe the wicked, for their very 
| vices, as is now done by fawning Sycophants, 
who ſervilely cringg, and flatter them, be- 
cauſe they are rich, or in high author- 
ity; No: Such things will then not be; 
but whoever praiſes another, will do it 


ſolely on account of his being a true ſervant _ 


of the God of truth; and whoever, ſhall. 
have occaſion to ſwear, will ſwear by the 
God of truth: and therefore, no falſehood 
will be in their mouth, nor deception in 
their heart: Becauſe the former troubles 
are forgotten; and becauſe they are hidden 
from mine eyes. For while in captivity, 
they falſely flattered the vices of the rich; 

when, as the e lays, * «The wicked 
| | compaſſed 
8 Habak- 1. 4. 
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compaſſed about the righteous. ”” But at the | 
_ redemption, it will not be ſo; for the former 
troubles being all forgotten; Wy but 
truth will then exiſt. | 
The Prophet then, in grand, ſublime, and 
lofty language, proceeds to deſcribe the exalt= 
ed happineſs that the nation is to enjoy at 
their reſtoration; verſe 17. &c. *For be- 
hold, I create new heavens, and a new earth 
and the former (ones) ſhall not be re- 
membered, neither ſhall they be brought to 
mind any more. Commentators have dif- 
fered much concerning the meaning of the 
new heavens, and a new earth: but it is clear, 
that by this magnificent expreſſion, the Pro- 
phet meant nothing more, than a renewal of 
the divine favour, and a recommencement of, 
an uninterrupted ſtate of proſperity : for as 
the diſſolution of the heavens &c. denotes the 
ruin of the world politic &c. (See, Vol rſt 
page 164 and 213 &c.) So does the creation 
of new heavens and earth, denote happineſs 
and proſperity. But I preſume, that we need 
not long remain in doubt concerning the Pro- 
phet's meaning ; as he himſelf explains it pre- 
ſently after: for having in the latter part of the 


verſe, obſerved, that, the former ſhould not 
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be remembered, &c. And which properly 
denotes, that the troubles and afflictions 
which they had experienced for ages, ſhould 
be entirely forgotten: immediately tells 
them the reaſon why they ſhould be thus 
forgotten; becauſe of their joy and exulta- 
tion in that which he ſhall create; and 
- which will be, Jeruſalem. a ſubject of joy, 
&c. verſe, 18. &. But ye ſhall rejoice 
and exult for ever and ever (in that) which 
I create : for lo! I create Jerufalem'a (ſubject. 
of) joy, and her people of gladneſs. And I 
will exult in Jeruſalem, and rejoice 'in my 
people. Hence, it is manifeſt that this crea- 
tion, will be the happineſs of the nation, 
both ſpiritual and temporal. F or God's ex- 
ulting in Jeruſalem, denotes the refidence of 
his divine preſence again among them; as 
_ alfo the return of the ſpirit prophecy : and 
his rejoicing in his people, denotes the hap- 
pineſs of their temporal ſtate: and that they 
ſhall no more go into captivity; neither ſhall 
they experience any more trouble or affliction: 
for, There ſhall not be heard any more 
therein, the voice of weeping, or the voice 
of diſtreſsful cry.” Nay, even the weeping 
and mourning that is uſually made for the 
Vor II. „ r 
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dead, will not be heard among them: for 
verſe 2oth. **No more ſhall be thence an 


infant ſhort lived; nor an old man who hath 


not fulfilled his days: for he that dieth at an 


hundred years, ſhall die a child: and the 


ſinner (that dieth ) at an hundred years, 


ſhall be (deemed) accurſed. And they ſhall 
build houſes and ſhall inhabit them; and 
they ſhall plant vineyards, and ſhall eat the 
fruit thereof. They ſhall not build, and 
another inhabit; they ſhall not plant, and 
another eat. This is the reverſe of what 
Moſes denounced againſt them for their diſ- 
obedience: (Deut. xxviii. 30.) Thou ſhalt 


build an houſe, and thou ſhalt not dwell 


therein; thou ſhalt plant a vineyard, and ande 
not gather the grapes thereof. | 

In the latter part of the verſe, and the fol- 
lowing one, the Prophet ſhews how theſe 
two promiſes; viz, their longevity, and the 
enjoyment of their labour, ſhould be accom- 


pliſhed ; for of the firſt, he. ſays, 4% For as 


5 the 
* 5 A 
* » ® * 
— . 


* This denunciation of Moſes, it js well known hath 
been exactly fulfilled : it therefore onght to be conſidered, 
as an earneſt of the full accompliſhment of what the Prophet 
here foretells of their future happineſs, at their reſtoration. 
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the days of a tree, ſhall be the days of my | 
people. The prophet's idea here ſeems. to 
be, that they ſhall then live to the age of the 
Antediluvians; which appears to be very 
properly expreſſed by the days of a tree, accor- 
ding to our ideas: for it is commonly ſup- 
poſed that the oak, one of the longeſt lived 
of trees, laſts about a thouſand years; being 
five hundred years growing to its full per- 
 fection, and as many decaying: which ſeems 

to be a moderate and probable computation. 
See Evelyn Jylva, Book 3d. ch. iii. Con- 
cerning the ſecond, he ſays. And my 
choſen ; ſhall wear out the work of their own 
hands, They ſhall not labour in vain ; nei- 
ther ſhall they generate a ſhort lived race: 
for they ( ſhall ) be a ſeed bleſſed of the 
Lox ; and their offspring with them. 
The Prophet then informs us, that al- 
though while they were ſinners in captivity, 
God would not hear their prayer: as the 
Prophet Jeremiah ſaid, (Lament. iii. 44.) 
“Thou haſt covered thy ſelf with a cloud, 
that (our) prayer ſhould not paſs through.“ 
yet, at their reſtoration, it would be far 
otherwiſe ; verſe 24th. And it, ſhall be, 
that before they call, I will anſwer ”; But 
K * 2 
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as this expreſſion, might ſeem incongruous: 
as it is not proper to ſay that, he will anſwer 
them before they call; the Prophet imme- 
diately ſhows what he meant by it; And 
while they ſhall be yet ſpeaking, I will 
hear! While they are ſpeaking to each other, 
ſaying, Let us call on God in prayer; God 
will inſtantly hear them; ſo that before 
they begin to pray, 'Gog will ne, have 
noticed them. Lys * NOTE 21 b 60 (H 5 
In vetſe 2 5th. the Prophet moses. che ole 
verſal peace * that is tb take place at their 
reſtoration; The wolf and the lamb ſhall 
feed together; and the lion ſhalł eat ſtraw 
like the ox: but duſt ( ſhall be) the food 
of 1 815 ſerpent. 1 ſhall not hurt, 
3 IQ SRP | * 3.60 {HE , neither t 
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„See this ogy oak vol uſt. page 91. dc. 

-+ The learned Abarbanal is of opinion that the wolf, lamb 
lion, and ſerpent, denote the four great monarchies, that 
| ſubdued and oppreſſed the nation; three of whom, after 
having received their due puniſhment ; will enjoy peace and 
plenty: but that Edom. i. e. the Roman Empire, which 
is ty pificd by the ſerpent ; and who oppreſſed and perſecuted the 
nation with ſuch deſpite and rancour, far beyond, what 
any of the other monarchies did; will not then attain to the 
happineſs which the others will enjoy: for which reaſon, 
the Prophet ſaid, duſt ſhall be the food of the ſerpent ; for 
that monarchy only, will remain in a miſerable degraded 
fate, for ever. | 


ö 
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neither ſhall they ee in all 1 holy 
mountain, ſaith the Lox D. 
According to the expl anation ts eines 
of this prophecy, the following important 
truths, of the facts to be accompliſhed at 
the reſtoration of the Jews, are evidently 
_ deducible. Firſt, that the great number of 
- unbelievers in the nation, will by no means 
prevent the redemption of the true believers ; _ 
for that the ſinners, will all be numbered to 
the ſword and the laughter. Second, that 
the ten tribes will be reſtored as well as 
Judah. Third, that the land of promiſe 
will be changed from its preſent barren 
ſtate, to that of a moſt fruitful one. Fourth, 
the reſidence of the divine preſence will again 
be among them, with the return of the ſpirit 
of prophecy, as aforetime. F ifth, that they 
ſhall no more go into captivity; neither are 
they to experience any more trouble or afflic- 
tion, &c. Sixth, that they ſhall live to a 
great age ; and thus enjoy and wear out the 
labour of their hands, &c. Seventh, uni- 
verſal peace, will then take place. But as 
it is well known from all hiſtory, that none 
of thoſe great promiſes, were accompliſhed 
at their return from Babylon; it is clear, 
that the ts did not ſpeak of that cap- 


_ tivity. 
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tivity. And, as it is equally evident from 
hiſtory, that they were not. fulfilled in the 
perſon of Jeſus, it is manifeſt that he could 
not be the Meſſiah; and that theſe glorious, 
promiſes, remain to be fulfilled in the latter 
days, at the coming of the true Mefliah, - | 
The fourteenth Prophecy, commences 
Chapter Ixvith. ods Is opined to c 
ef the ſam. 1 
Before we n to | the th * | 
this prophecy, it will be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that ſeveral Commentators have ima- 
gined, that the Prophet meant to reprove 
the nation, for its hypocriſy, in offering ſa- 
crifices,. while their hands were polluted with 
their evil deeds. But nothing can be farther 
from truth, than this hypotheſes: for the pur- 
port of this prophecy, is the future redemption 
of the nation; and partly connected with the 
foregoing, in the following order. The pro- 
phet having in the preceding prophecy, an- 
nounced the glorious and happy ſtate, which: 
the nation is to enjoy, both temporal and ſpi= 
ritual, with the return of the divine preſence 
to Jeruſalem ; he thought it very probable, 
that ſome, might imagine, that it was to be 
_ underſtood, as if God meant to redeem the na- 


T 5 tion, 
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tion, merely on his own account; that they 
might build him a temple to abide in: and 
would thus aſcribe locality* to the moſt High: 
the Prophet therefore, in order to remove from 
their minds the moſt diſtant idea of ſuch a per- 
nicious opinion, aſſures them, that the moſt 
High, has no neceſſity for a dwelling, or place 
of reſt ; becauſe he cannot be circumſcribed: 
as he fays, verſe iſt. Thus faith the 
Sr on Lond: : 


8 The true believer, may x perkaps think that this ; is not 
likely to happen; and that no one could be ſo ſtupid, as to ap- 
ply locality, to the Creator of heaven andearth : but I can 
teſtify the truth of it; aud that nothing i is more common 2-— 
mong Deiſts, when they wiſh to deny Revelation, and to 
ſhew that the God of Moſes, was an Egyptian god; than ſay- 
ing that Moſes aſcribed locality to his God; as what elſe ſay 
they, did he mean by ſaying, Exod. 25. 8. And let them 
make me a ſanctuary, that I may dwell amongſt them.” This 
objection, I have frequently heard from the mouths of 
Deiſts ; aud ſuch, as are accounted men of ſenſe and learn- 
ing: and who ought to have known that Scripture generally 
ſpeaks in figuratiye language ; and that therefore, dwelling 
among them, ſignified nothing more than the appearance of 
the ſymbol of his divine preſence in the tabernacle. But, 
alas J this is the woeful conſequence of the fraility and pre. 
ſumption of mankind, when they preſume to think them- 
ſelves wiſer than the reſt of the world; whom they look upon 
either as knaves, fools, or fanaticks : and having once embra- 
ced this notion, the falſe fear of ſhame, prevents their ac- 
knowledgingtheir error : and thus ſhutting their eyes againſt 
the conviction of truth, they remain wilfully blind for ever. 
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LoRD : the heavens are my throne ; and 
the earth is my foot-ſtool : where is the 
houſe, that ye can build for me? and 
where is the place of my reſt? For as the 
whole heavens are all but as my throne, 
and the earth no more than my foot-ſtool ; 
what houſe, or place can ye build to contain 
me? And thus alſo Solomon ſaid (1 King. 
. Behold the heaven and hea- 
ven of heavens cannot contain thee; how 
much leſs this houſe that I have built? 

The Prophet proceeds, verſe 2d. © For 
all theſe (things) my hand hath made: and 
all theſe (things) exiſt (according to my 
word) faith. the Loxy.” Whence, it is 
manifeſt, ſaith the moſt High, that it is not 
poſſible, that the redemption ſhould take 
place on my account, that ye may build me 
an houſe ; but merely in compaſſion to the 
nation, thus long in captivity ; as in the 
latter part of verſe ad. But to ſuch 
will I have regard, to the humble and con- 
trite ſpirit, and that revere my word.“ For 
the ſpirit of Iſrael, while in captivity, is 
| humbled and bruiſed; yet nevertheleſs, they 
revere the word of God; i. e. the Law of 
Moſes ; and ſtrictly obſerve it, notwith- 
| Los ſtanding 
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ſtanding all the perſecutions which they 
have ſuffered for their adherence to it, and 
their inviolable faith i in the ſtrict Unity of 
God. 5 
The Prophet farther obſerves, that God 
will do this on another account: namely, 
in order to be avenged of the nations for 

the wickedneſs and abominations which 
they have committed; verſe 3d. © He flay- 
eth an ox (and) killeth a man: he facrifi- 
£th a lamb, (and) beheadeth a dog: he 
maketh an oblation of ſwine's blood; (and) 
offereth incenſe, that (is as) the preſenting of 
iniquity: yea, they themſelves have choſen 
their own ways; and in their abominations 
their ſoul delighteth. In this verſe, the 
Prophet deſcribes two heinous erimes 
which they have been guilty of: firſt, the 
| barbarity with which they treated the nation 
in this long and dreadful captivity: for with 
the ſame indifference and apathy, that they 
kill an ox, they ſlay a man of them; and 
think no more of deſtroying the loſt ſheep 
of Iſrael, than in breaking the neck of a 
dog: whence, the propriety of the Pro- 
phet's uſe of the Metaphors „ ox, and ſheep, 
is obvious: for the ox, denoted the king- 
Vote Bb” b SM eee 
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dom of Ifrael ; becauſe the firſt king of the 
ten tribes, was deſcended from Joſeph : and 
| Joſeph i in the bleſſing of Mofes, is compared 

to a bull“. (See Deut. xxxiii. 17.) And 
the kingdom of Judah, as well as the na- 
tion in general, are compared to ſheep and 
lambs. (See. Ezek. xxxiv: 2. 3. &c.) 
Secondly, for their impious, and dbomina- 
ble practices: for their oblations are of 
ſwine's blood: they eat the blood of the 
ſwine, and other beaſts; and of which, 
they make preſents to each other, as if it 
was ſome rich delicacy ; and the incenſe 
they offer, is as the preſenting of iniquity: : 
their prayers to mediators and ſaints, is all 
a ſcene of iniquity. But, as the Gentiles | 
might in excuſe plead, that what they did to 
the nation, could not render them criminal; 
becauſe God was pleaſed to ſend them into 
captivity, to be puniſhed for their fins: 
neither ought they to be accounted culpable 
for what they cat; as they had neyer been 


admoniſhed by God, to abſtain from any. 
| particular 


„This was the reaſon that Jeroboam made the two 
| Halves: See 1 King. xii. 29. for they were made on 4 
political account; and not on a religious one, as 1 ſhall 
ſhew at large in m comment on Seripture. | | 
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particular f food. To this, the Prophet an 
ſwers, yea, they themſelves have choſen 
their own ways. The dreadful maſſapres 
and perſecutiops, which they inflicted on 
this miſerable people, for no other crime, 
but their ſtrict adherence ta the worſhip of 
the One true God; was of their own chuſing, 
and not by my command, ſaith the moſt 
High ; for I did not command them to do it; 

but their own evil and wicked imaginations 
prompted them to it; agreeable to what the | 
| Prophet ſays“, ** Becauſe I was ( but ) a lit- 
tle angry, and they helped forward the 
affliction.” And, as to the bload, and 


| ather abominations, he obſerves, and in 


their abominations, their ſoul delighteth ; 3 
for which reaſon, he fays, verſe 4th. c 


| will alſo chooſe their calamities; and what ; 


they dread, I will bring upon them; becauſe 
I called, and no one anſwered, I ſpake, and 
they would nat hear: and they have done, 
what was evil in my fight, and that, in 
which I deli ghted not, they have choſen.” 
The precepts which I commanded to Adam 
and to Noah, and which are binding on all 
| mankind, have they not obſerved : for they 
J. 2 have 


Tech. i. 15. 


. 
mmi: itted idolatry, murder, adv tery;| 
Kc. beſides the eating of blood, &&. And 
have thus walked in their evil imaginations} 
and barbarouſly choſen to pry poſh m .. 
tion, in which I delighted not: 5 
The prophet in verſe ↄth. Abtes bins 
ſelf to the righteous of the nation; thoſe! 
few that revere God's word, and endeavour 
to obſerve it, une the word of tlie 
Lok p, ye that revere his word: your bres 
chren, that hate you, and that thruſt you but 
for my name's ſake; faid; Let the Lon p be 
glorified: for we ſhall ſee your Joy; but 
they will be confounded. The real ſenſe 
of this verſe, which has given ſo much 
trouble in its explanation, to Chriſtian 
commentators, both ancient and moderne 
for want of a thorough knowledge of the 
facred language ; I humbly conceive to bes | 
follows. 'The Prophet, in addreſſing him - 
ſelf to the true believers of the nation, to 
inform them of their future happineſs dt 
their reſtoration; ; and the vengeance that 
God will take of their enemies, fays, Have 


Yeu not obſerved what your brethren have 
| aid 7 


J pry 5 
9 


See Biſhop Lowth's Notes on [ſinh, And alſo thoſe 
of a N on this _ : 


% 
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ſaid :? TR are the deſcendants of Eſau and 
' Iſhmael ; for they are the brethren of the 
nation : abe Iſhmael was the brother ot 
Iſaac, and Eſau was the brother of Jacob. 
He therefore very juſtly calls them the 
brethren of the nation: mY although they 
are your brethren ; yet, do they hate you 
and thruſt you out : and all this they ſay, is 
done for my name's ſake, that I the Don 
may be /glorified : for as both the Chriſ- 
tians, and Mahometans, aſſert, that they, 
and they only, profeſs the truth, they each 
hate, and perſecute” the Jews, for not em- 
bracing their doctrine: this is clear from all 
hiſtory. They alſo ſay, we ſhall ſee yout 
joy: the joy that you expect, is deſigned 
for us. This, is particularly applicable to 
the Chriſtians; for they have invariably ap- 
plied to themſelves, all thoſe + glorious pro- 
miſes, which predict our future happineſs 
in the latter days: the futility of which; I 
have already expoſed“: the Prophet there- 
fore, juſtly obſerves, hut they ſhall be con- 
founded; for what they expect will not be; 
on the eee all is recorded in writing 
before 


See Vol. iſt. page 129+. &c. 
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before me; all that they have 3 boch in 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the dum 


of the temple, &c. For, (verſe 6th.) A. 
voice of tumult from the city! A voice 


from the temple ! The voice of "ns. 
LorD, rendering recompence to his ene- 
mies !” The voice from both city and tem- 
ple, cricth aloud for vengeance, But, as 
the Prophet mentions the noun voice three 


times, one of which is attributed to God; it 


is clear, as the learned Abarbanal obſerves, 
that the moſt High will take vengeanee on 
his enemies, for three different crimes 
which they have committed: firſt, for the 
voice of the ſlain at the deſtruction of the 
city of Jeruſalem ; ſecond, for the voice of 


the- burnt temple ; and third, for the voice. 
of blaſphemy towards the Supreme, by the 


manner, in which they have ſpoken of 
his Divinity: and thus ſays the Prophet 


| Daniel*; I beheld then, becauſe of the 


great words which the horn ſpake ; I be- 
held (even) till the beaſt was ſlain, and 
his body deſtroyed, and given to the burn- 


ing flame.” W hence it is manifeſt, that the 
deſtruction 


| * Dan, 7. 11. 


dee "OB PROPHEGIES: ” 
deſtruction of the fourth beaſt, will be in 
| ronſequence of the erroneous doctrine pro 
mulgated by it, concerning the Divinity. 
The Prophet having thus ſpoken of the 
vengeance which God will take of his ene- 
mies, for the fins they had committed, 
proceeds to ſpeak in figurative language, of 
the reſurrection, which is to take place, a- 
bout nearly the ſame time: verſe 7th. & 8th. 
« Before ſhe was in travail, ſhe brought 
forth; before her pangs came, ſhe was deli- 
vered of a male (child.”) Before the city 


above mentioned, (i e. Jeruſalem) ſhall tra- 


vail, ſhe will have brought forth: that is, 
ſhe will bring forth, without the pains of 
child birth: which image, the Prophet 
made uſe of, to ſhew the manner of the re- 
furrection; that it will not be as is the na- 
tural birth, which he calls the pains of 
travail, that always precede it; but that the 
| bodies of thoſe that ſhall riſe at the reſur- 
rection, will, in a ſupernatural manner, ap- 
pear all at once ſuddenly; and which he calls 
her being delivered before her pangs came. 
And, as this will be a moſt aſtoniſhing, 
| and ſtupendous act, the Prophet ſays, verſe, 

8th. Who bath heard ſuch a thing ? 


and 
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and who bath ſeen the like of wel things . 
Shall the earth be made to bring forth in 
one day? Is a nation born in an inſtant 
For no ſooner was Zion in travail, than ſhe 
brought forth her children. By a nation 
being born in an inſtant, the Prophet ſhews 
that, they will be exceeding 8 

| that they will 4 ariſe / inſtantaneouſly ; 


that they. will be the children of _— 5 
But, as it is extremely difficult for the 


mind of man, to form an idea of the reſurrec- 
tion, ſo as to be able to comprehend it; 
and which, may therefore be the cauſe of 
his doubting the truth of the prediction 
the moſt High argues in ſupport of it; verſe 
gth. Shall I bring to the birth, and, not 
cauſe to bring forth? faith the Lok p, ſhall 
I, who beget, reſtrain the birth? faith thy 
God.“ Shall I who was able to create man, 
and every thing elſe at the beginning, from 
nothing; not be able to raiſe him again at 
the reſurrection? This, no one can doubt; 
but as I have been able to effect the one, 
1 ſhall certainly be able to effect the, 0- 
ther. 

The Prophet FR proceeds to tan 3 
cauſe, and end of the reſurrection £7 verſe 


roth 


* 
* 
. . * 
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ON THE PROPHECIES. | 
10th. «Rejoice with Jeruſalem, a anc 
ult on her account, all ye that love her; be 
exceedingly joyful with her, all ye that 
mourn over her: The Prophet here ſnews, 
as I have already obſerved®, one great end of 
the Reſurrection: via, that thoſe who have 
been perſecuted, lain, and maſſacred, during 
this long and dreadful caprivity, for their ad- 
herence to the true faith ; and who died 
| mourning, and lamenting for Jeruſalem ; 
may then rejoice, and exult with her, in her 
Alvation: for as they were ſatiated with trou- 
ble, forrow, and affliction, on account of her 
deſtruction; it is but Juſtice, that they 
ſhould partake of her happineſs ; ; as the Pro- 
_. . phet ſays, That ye may ſuck, and be fatiſ- 
fied, from the breaſt of her conſolations; that 
ye may ſqueeze out, and be delighted with the 
ſplendour of her glory. The firſt of theſe 
members, denotes their temporal happineſs; 
and the ſecond, denotes their ſpiritual happi- 
neſs; and which is the true glory: and both 
theſe they will enjoy in their greateſt lati- 
tude; verſe 12th. For thus faith the Lox; 
Behold, I will ſpread proſperity over her, 
VoL. II. | M like 


* Sec Vol, rſt, page, 193 &c, 
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„„ +4 DISSERTATIONS, ,,. 


+ the wealth ofthe nations, which. ye, ſhall 


ſtruction. of Jeruſalem: the A 


5 rendered complete. 


like 8, Rivers and like pn ovnfleming EVH 


ſuck :. ye ſhall be carried at the fide ; and an * 
the knees hall. 39 be dance rv. AR1ORRs . 
comfort you + and Jeruſalem ben 6 
ceive co 1 Hence it Is 
that this N folely rel es to.the e 
demption of the Jewiſh, 3 48 ll 


their miſery was in conſequence of the. len 


res them, that on that very ſpot, 6 cy- hal 
receive conſolation; and their happineſs. * 


In verſe 14th, &c, 4 the 8 add 
himſelf particularly to thoſe that ſhall in 
the Reſurrection. *And ye ſhall, ſee i, ang 


; ſhall flouriſh, like the green herb: With 
their corporeal eyes ſhall they {ce all this; 


and their bones that were dry“ in the 
grave, ſhall flouriſh as the green a 
by mis means, „The hand af the Lehn 


ſhall be manifeſted to his ſeryants:"” All will 


then know, that L 


re is a God in Iſrael; 


and een FLAW take vengeance on the na» | 


tig / 


„ See Ezek. xxxvii. 2. > no ens: i 


Ix h 8 
7 288 * 
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being his enemies; as in the 


t 


his brother. And 1 will plead againſt him 
with peſtilence and with blood, and (with) 

an over flowing ſhower and great hail ſtones: 
fire and brimſtone will I rain upon him.“ 
Thus will the ſlain of the Loxd, be many. 
The Prophet next proceeds to point out, 
tlie particular nations and religions, on whom 

God will thus take vengeance, verſe 15th, 
„They who ſanctify themſelves, and purify : 
themſelves in the gardens : (but) after (with) 9 
* 1 8 One *Y 


„ Ezck. xxxviii. 21. 22. 


Ting 


only in the feminine: and which is a pre. 
: ſumptive proof, that they underſtood the 


„ bisszRTA Tons 
one within 15 This denotes the Mah metans 
who by their frequent ablutions and ſeeming | 
devotion, with to appear pure, and ſanctified: 
but this, is all hypocriſy, ſays the Prophet: 1 1 
for preſently after that they have performed 
their ablutions in the baths, and their pray 
ers in the Moſque ; they are with one within; 


are wallowing in pollution with ſome one of 


their harlots in ſecret. And this, I take to 
be the reaſon, that the Maſorites in correct. 4 
ing the text in this place, read in the mar- 

gin, Dru which ſignifies the ſame as one: 


Prophet in the ſame ſenſe, as here explained; 
i. e. that with all their outward purifications, 


they were all pollution within. 
In the latter part of the verſe, he ſpeak 


of the Chriſtians, &c. Who eat ſwine's 
fleſh, and the abomination®, and the mouſe; 
together ſhall they periſh, faith the Loxy. ” 


In verſe 18th, the Prophet points at 0 
cauſe of this puniſhment, and the manner of 


its accompliſnment. For I . 8 


* All animals prohibited to the 1 3 a | 
nation; as Moſes fa' ays, (Levit. xi, 42.) ee * 
upon the belly &c« 


i pe 


1 du THE, 2hoPHRCIES: = 
Z deeds, hall their. thoughts: it (therefore) ſhall 
come to gather all the nations and tongues, = 
together ; and they ſhall. come, and ſee my 
glory. At the time that God will take 
vengeance on the nations; he will gather 
them all together; to war with each other; 
ſo that the ſword of every man, will be a- 
ga ainſt his brother: and this vengeance, the 
Prophet calls the glory of the Logo... And 
thus alſo ſays the Prophet Ezekiel“ on the 
fame ſubject. Thus will I magnify my- 
| ſelf and fanctify myſelf, and will be known | 
in the ſight of many nations; and they ſhall 
know that I (am) the Lox p.: „ 
And as a number of them, will an. 1 3 
ſuffered to eſcape, with all their wounds and | 
| blemiſhes upon them; agreeable . to what 
the Prophet Zechariah faysf, © And this 
| ſhall be the calamity with which the Lok 
will ſmite all the peoples who warred againſt 
Jeruſalen. Their fleſh ſhall conſume away 
while they ſtand on their feet ; and their eyes 
ſhall conſume away in their ſockets ; and 
their tongue ſhall conſume away in their TT 
mouths. | of theſe, the Prophet lays, verſe - 


mJ 
7 4 
4 * 


8 Bird 145 0% 7 
5 19th,” Fig I will ſet à mark Ag OE 4 
and 1 will fend thoſe that eftape of theta' is | 
ſdtßtßt mitions; to Tarthiſh, Phul, aud Lud, | 
| hb draw the bow: Tübaf and Javanz the | 

far diſtant iſtes, that have not heard my fütne, 

nor have they ſeen thy glory: and they fall 

declare my glory among the nations. When 

mos that eſcape, ſhall returm home to fhefr 
ctive countries, in their wounded and 
miſctable fate, (which is the mark that God 4 
will ft upon them) and thus declare the glo- | 

ry of God; the conſequence will be, that 
| they will all bein haſte, to bring thoſe of 
the nation that reinain in different parts, , and 
have not yet returned, to their own country; 
as in verſe 20th. And they ſhall | bring all 
your brethren, from all the nations, for an 
oblation to the Lokp, on horles, and in chi- 
riots, and in covered litters“; on mules, and 
on dromedaries ; ; to my holy. mountain Je. 
3  rulalem, 


/ 


® PPD Lowth thinks that it denotes counes; a ſort * 43 
vehicle, much ufed in the eaſt, conſiſting of a pair of hainpery 
or cradles, thrown acroſs a camel's back, one on each fideg 
in each of which a perſon is carried. They have a covering | 
to defend them from the rain and the ſun, Tae (is oh. | 
ferves) calls them counes, 1. p. 136. „ | 


ruſalem, Hith the Long; 
dren of Iſrael brought, the qblation, in pure 
veſſels to the houſe of the Long. And. of 
them will I alſo take for Prieſts, (and) f 0 Ms 
vites, faith the Lonp.” That js, of thoſe | 


: 2h as. the — 


that hall be brought back from the fat dif- 


tant countries, Where they may have been 
miüngled, and loſt in name among the gati - 
ons: and who being the real deſcendantg of 
the Prieſts and Levites;, will be reinſtated in- 
to their reſpective offices, although they may 


| have been forced 10 apoſtatize. But, 38 it 
may be aſked, how is it to be known, that 


they are thus deſcended ? I anſwer, By means 
of the 175. of Prophecy, which will then be 
eſtored to the nation; for then the tribe of 
Levi, Will be diſtingviſhed in 2 particular 
manper, as the Prophet Malachi ſaid, Aud 
he. ſhall Gt gs a refiner and purifier of filver; 
and he ſhall purify the ſans: of Levi, and 
ſhall refine them as gold and as filver: and 
they Gall offer an offering to the Lonn in 
righteouſneſs. Then ſhall the offering of 
Judah and Jeruſalem be pleaſint unte the | 
Lon, as in the days of old, and as in for- 


mer years. And which is a manifeſt 5 f 
that none will then officiate as Prieſts and 


motive thereto, will be the ſight of the ſuſ 
ferings of the wicked, that ſhall then ariſe, 
to receive the puniſhment due to the enor- 


6: "preetnTaTIONs” 


Levites, but thoſe oo, really belong to the 
families of this tribe. e 
The Prophet then proceed to infill 
them, that they ſhall no more go into cap. 
tivity; but ſhall for ever remain in their 
land, as the eternal exiſtence of heaveh-ant | 
earth; verſe 22d. For as like the nee hea: 
vens and the new earth, which 1 make, 


Rand (continudly) before me, faith the 


Loxp; fo hall © continue yore ied, and mY 


name.“ | 5 
The Prophet next in; that EO then 


will ever ſtedfaſtly adhere to the worm 


of the One true God: and that one 


mous crimes that they had committed; as | 
have already obſerved: (Vol. Iſt. page 199. 
and which agrees with what the Prophet 
Daniel ſayss; And many of thoſe that 
ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, 


ſome to everlafting life, and ſome to (hills 
"52S (and) | 


# Dan, Xii. 8. : 


on THE. PROPHEOIRS. 


and from Sabbath to Sabbath ; all fleſh ſhal 


come to worſhip before me, ſaith the Lok Db. 


(and). everlaſting. contempt.” | This gelt | 
will operate as a ſtrong incentive to the Juſt, | 
to continue ſtedfaſt in the purſuit of, right- | 
couſnels ; as in verſe 23d, & 24th. * "ee And 
it ſhall be from: new moon to new ole 5 


— 


And they ſhall 80 forth, and ſhall ſee the 


carcaſes of the men, who tranſgreſſed againſt - | 
me: for their worm ſhall not die, neither 
ſhall their fire be quenched ; and they malt i 


Fd 


be an abhorrence to all fleſh.” ' © 


According to the real intent and purport | 
of this prophecy, as here explained; it is 
manifeſt, chat the following i important events 5 

are to be accompliſhed at the reſtoration of 

the nation. Firſt, the puniſhment of the 
different nations, that were enemies to the 
| Jews, for their cruelty to the nation; and 
| alſo for their abominable practices; as like- 
wiſe for the erroneous doctrines, that they ; 


promulgated concerning the divinity of the 


moſt High. Second, the Reſurrection of 
the dead, who are to riſe, and rejoice with 


Jeruſalem. Third the particular nations, 


| that are to be puniſhed, are clearly pointed 
out, 7 to the different e and 
Vor. II. e denets 
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- tenets held by them. Fourth, the Guß # 1a 

will induce the nations, to bring the Jews : 
; from the far diſtant countries, and the man- 
ner in which they are to be brought to 
Jeruſalem. F ifth, the return of the ſpirit of 
prophecy, Sixth, that they are not eyer'to 
go into captivity more. Seventh, that they 
willen never again fall off from the worſhip 0 
the One true God: neither will they be guil- 
ty of any of thoſe heinous primes, which 
they had committed aforetime, But, 
none of theſe great events were accompliſh. | 
ed at their return from Babylon : for in the 
firſt place, their enemies were not puniſhed 
in the exemplary manner, here predicted; 
the reſurrection did not take place; the Ma, 
hometan religion had no exiſtence. at that 
time: neither was the doctrine of the trinity 
yet promul gated. They were not brought 
to Jeruſalem, in the manner here deſcribed: 
and. they were again carried away captiye, in 
the moſt miſerable condition; for the abo- 
minable crimes that they were guilty of, du- | 
ring. the time of the ſecond temple; - andin 
which captivity, they have continued to this 
day: all which, is a manifeſt proof, that the 


* did r not ſpeak of that return. And, it 


— 


n. = #3.07n86406. 8 
{t, that they were not ac- F 


is equally mani 


compliſhed, in the time of Jeſus : : conſe= 
quently, he could not be.the promiſed Meſti- * 
ah; ſo that it remains for theſe great events 


to be accompliſhed, in the latter days, when 


the true Meſſiah, ſhall come to redeem the ; 


Nation. 1 


Thus; have 1 . hes aten | 
great and i important Prophecies of Ifaiah ; the 


moſt ſublime; and elegant of all the Prophets 3 


and Who undoubted] Jo. delivered a far greater 
number. of Prophecies, relating to the future 


redemption and ſalvation of Iſrael, than any 
of the other Prophets. Hence, (as the 
learned Abarbanal obſerves,) was he called, 


as by the ſpecial appointment of Providence, 
yr Tfaiah : which may be read, as com- 
pounded of two. words iT IV The fatvation of 


the LORD : and as he fays of himſelf, on 


this ſubje&t®.. The Lok p hath anointed 


me, to publiſh glad tidings to the meek : he 


hath ſent me to bind up the broken hearted: 
to proclaim freedom to the captives ; and to 

the bounden perfect liberty 1 proclaim : 
the Four of ee with the Lond; and 
.N 2 „ 


bs _— Kai. bs. 1. 3. 05 f 
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the day of ven Maven of our Goc 
fort all thoſe that mourn; to oupply it to the 
4 mourners of En, les: 6 0 It 
From theſe fourteen great and Wee ant 
i prophecies of this Prophet, which I have 
explained; it is demonſtrable, that the fol- 
lowing fourteen eſſential principles, muſt 
neceſſarily take place, at the time of var f. 
7 ture redemption. of the nation. e 
Thoſe great events, as I. have JET y 
ſhewn i in the explanation of theſe prophecies; 
and as I ſhall farther prove in laying down 
thoſe | princi iples, have never yet been fulfil- 
led: not at their return from Babylon; nor 
vet in the perſon of Jeſus: the confequence 
is, that they remain to 10 NC at _ re. 
ſtoration of the . 0 
The firſt fundamental W is, a 
vengeance. which God will then take of the 
nations; by ſtirring them up, to war with 
each other, in ſuch a dreadful manner, that 
the like hath never yet been; as alſo with 
plagues and peſtilence; fire and brimſtone, 
and hortible tempeſts, &c, from heaven: a6 
ſhewn, in the third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, ſe- 
venth, eighth, ninth, eleventh, and four- 


| teenth prophecies : But, as no ſuch war took 
| 11 


. £9 


* c 
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| place, nor any ſuch divine puniſhments 25 
| inflicted on the enemies of the nation, at their 
| return from the Babyloniſh captivity it is 
manifeſt, that this principle, was not then 
accompliſhed. The ſame objection lies a- 
gainſt the perſon; and time of Jeſus: whence 
it is demonſtrable, that this principle remains 
to be fulfilled in the latter days, immediate - 
ly preceding the reſtoration of the wie 1 
the true Meſſiah. i | 
The ſecond principle is, ane che venge- 85 
ance which will be taken on Edom, and Bot- 
rah, (which is Rome) will be far more 
dreadful, than that taken on any of the other 
nations; and thoſe that eſcape of them, will 
not attain the ſame happineſs which the other 
nations will, in regard to the light of truth, 
and the worſhip of the moſt High: as ſhewn 
in the fourth, fifth, ſixth, and twelfth pro- 
phecies. This principle, it is manifeſt from 
all hiſtory, did not take Place at their return 
from Babylon; nor yet in the time of Jeſus: 
| whence it is manifeſt, that it remains to be 
fulfilled in the latter days. 

The third principle is, the redemption, re- 
e and ſalvation of Iſrael, that is then 
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to tine bass as ſhewn in the 0b 4 


fourth, ſixth; ſeventh, eighth, ninth, i 
| eleventh, twelfth, thirteents, on fourteenth 
prophecies.” This glorious reſtoration of 
nation, it is well known, bath never yet 
. accompliſhed : for their return from — 
lon, was in no way conformable to what i 1 
predicted by the Prophet in theſe prophecies: 
for then, the outcaſts of Iſrael, and the alk. 
perſed of Judah, were not gathered together; 
as there was but a ſmall part that returned 
from Babylon; and thoſe of the lower ore 
ders of the people only; the ten tribes that 
were carried away by the king of Aſſyria, 
did not return: neither did thoſe of Iſrael 
and Judah, that were in Egypt, the land of 
Amnion and Moab, in Gaul and Spain, and 
divers other parts, return. How then can 
it be ſaid, that thoſe great and glorious pro- 
miſes which ſpeak of the reſtoration of the 
nation, were ever accompliſhed ? Does not 
the Prophet ſpeak clearly and explicitly af 
the complete reſtoration of the nation? when 
he fays, (Chap. xxvii. 13.) * And it "ſhall 
come to paſs in that day, the great trumpet 
ſhall be ſounded ; and thoſe ſhall come wh 
were periſhing in the land of Aſſyria, and 


Ls - on nn yroHBCTES. PR » 
5 whe were. diſperſed in the land: of Egypt; 
and they ſhall bow themſelves to the Loxp, - 
in the holy mountain in Jeruſalem.” Again, 
(Chap. *liti. 5.) $f Fear thou not, for lam 
| with thee: from the eaſt I will bring th 
S | children, and from the weſt 1 will EE 
| thee together. I will fay to the north, give - 
up; and to the ſouth withhold not; bring 
„ my ſons from afar; ard my daughters from 
die end of the earth; % &c, Beſides 2 num- 
ber of other paſſages, to the ſame purport, 
tall which, js 2 manifeſt proof, that it hath 
| nevet yet been accompliſhed ; and that it 
remains to be fulfilled in the latter days. 1 
The fourth principle is, that at the fu- a 1 
ture redemption, the ten tribes that were 4 
carried away captive, by Shalmaneſer king of 
Aſſyria, will return; as ſhewn in the ſecond, 
fifth, and eighth prophecies ; but this, it is 
well known, did not take place at their re- 
turn from Babylon, as above ſlneww . 
The fifth principle is, that the future re- 
demgtian will be entirely conformable to 
that of Egypt in every reſpect; more ef; peci- 
ally in their exact conformity in the follow- 
ing particulars. Firſt, that the whole nation 
will be redeemed ; and that not one of them - 
will 


* 


— 


„ "DISSERTATIONS | 7 5 
will! remain behind; in like manner, as none 
were left in Egypt; as the Prophet ſays, | 
(Chap. xxvii. 12.) And ye ſhall be glea-· 
ned up, one by 8 0 ve children of 11 
z rom! 7 
Sccond, that Ka nations that hold ins 
in ſubjection, Or ſhall prevent their return; ; 
will be utterly deſtroyed, as Was Pharaoh, 
and the Egyptians i in the red. . 3 
Third, that their redemption will be by 1 
the hands of a great Prophet; eminent for 
his prophetic ſpirit, and the ſtupendous mi | 
racles that he will perform, as was Moſes, 
who redeemed them from Egypt. 
A Fourth, that God will utterly deſtroy. a4 
tongue of the Egyptian ſea, ſo that there 
will be an highway for Iſrael, as when they 
came up out of Egypt: as ſhewn at large, 
in the ſecond and ninth prophecies ; and 
| which, is a demonſtration » that theſe pro- 
phecies were not fulfilled at their return from 
Babylon; for that did not reſemble their 
redemption from Egypt in any one parti- 
cularꝰ, here mentioned: nay, in one parti- 
t. it was diametrically oppodit te; for 
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* Sce alſo vol. Kt, page 185. 


on THE riob REI EO. 
| When'they were redeemed from Egypt, they 
had the higheſt ſpiritual Felicity, beſtowed | 
upon them: 'viz, the ark of the covenant, 
the ſpirit of prophecy, the Urim and 
Thumim, and the fire from heaven: but all 
rheſe, were wanting in the ſecond temple: 
as ſhewn in Volume rſt; page. 42. And in 
my anſwer to Docter rho e 8 mo e 
to the Jews, page 46. 401 
As to What the generality 4 Chriſtian 
L Writers aſſert, that it denotes the ſpiritual 
call of the Gentiles at the coming of Chriſt; 
is highly fallacious: becauſe, in the aforeſaid 
ſecond prophecy, the Prophet ſays, And 
it ſhall come to paſs in that day, (that): the 
| LorD/ ſhall again put forth his hand the e- 
| cont time, to recover the remnant of bis peo 
ple; which ſhall remain, from Aſſyria, &c. 
Whence, it is clear to demonſtration,” that 
as the Prophet calls the future Redemption, 
the /econd time; and that it is, to recover bis 
people ;\ it can apply to none elſe, but thoſt 
that had already once before been ſo redeem 
ed: and as the Prophet ſays in the ſame pro- 
phecy, “And he ſhall gather the outcaſts 


| of Iſrael, and the diſperſed of Judah will he 
Vor. II. Po, ore collect 


# v. ararlen: 
collect, from the four ex eee the 
earth. And the jealouſy « Bahn ſhall 
ceaſe; and the enmity of Judah ſhall be no 
more: &c. Agrecable to what the Prophet 
Ezckiel ſays*, when ſpeaking of the union 
of the two kingdotns of Iſrael and Judah, un- 
der the Meſſiah, at the future redemption; 
(as will be ſhewn at large in the explanation 
of that prophecy) all which ſhews that, itis 
impoſſible to underſtand it in any other ſenſe, | 
but as denoting the future reſtoration of the 
nation, in an nen een, 

ed from Egypt. 
7 The fixth principle is, that Ged | bach 4p 
pointed a certain and determinate. time, for 
the Redemption of his people; and which, 
on its arrival, will not by any means, be pie 
vented from taking place; no, not though 
4 thira thould be a groan: Gender of ſinners 
ners will boca off; tap will be muah 
to the ſword, and the ſlaughter: and the 
righteous, will be brought to the holy land., 
and enjoy every good: as ſhewn in the 
Fourth, Gxth, eleventk, twelfth, and -thir- 
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ON nE PROPHEOIES, 8 
teenth prophecies; and which hath, wege 


been fulfilled. 


The ſeventh principle. is 18, that the foture 


| Redemption i is nat to take place till after a 


great length of time 3 for they are not to be 


| viſited, till after many days; ſa that they will 
almoſt deſpair of ever being redeemed : as 


ſhewn. at large, in the explanation of the 


fourth, ſeventh, and ninth prophecies. 


The eighth principle is, that at their fu- 
ture Redemption, the Sbecbinab, or viſible. 


reſtored to, them, as it was in the tabernacle, 
and the firſt. temple : the ſpirit, of Prophecy, | 
will likewiſe be. reſtored to them; and the 
whole earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the Loxn ; as ſhewn in the ſecond, third, 
ninth, and eleventh prophecies ; but none of 
theſe events took place at their return from 


Babylon ; nor yet in the time of Jeſus; 


whence it js manuel, that they e to be 


fulfilled. 


The We PR RP is, that at the "SR 


Redemption, thoſe that have apoſtatized du- 


ring this long and dreadful captivity, either 


; through fear, on account of the fearful per- 


Recytions x raiſed 5d againſt them; or for any o- 


e | | they 
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ther cauſe : -or who had their children 1 b 
from them; and were thus mingled among 
the nations; will all be feſtored to the na- 
tion: as ſhewn in the explanation of the ſe- 
venth and eleventh - prophecies. And the 
ſame fays Moſes ; as ſhewn at large, «in his 
firſt prophecy : and it would be only waſt- 
ing of time, to ſhew that this principle was 
not fulfilled at their return from Babylon. "I 
The tenth principle is, that at the hes 
redemption, a king of the lineage of David, 
and called by his name, will reign over the 
whole nation: as ſhewyn in the explanation 
of the ſecond, and ſeventh prophecies: but a 
nothing of this took place during the conti- 
nuance of the ſecond temple: for then, there 
was no king of the houſe of David: but on- 
ly of the Aſmoneans, and the Herodians: 
whence it is demonſtrable, that this g N 
ple was not then fulfilled. | 
The eleventh principle is, that aſhes the fu- 
ture Redemption, of which the ſeveral Pro- 
phets have prophecied ; they never will go 
into captivity more; neither they, nor their 
poſterity for ever; becauſe, God will circum- 


oN HE PR oPHE eln 8. roy 
ciſe their heart; ſo that they will no more 
return to ſin and: folly: but will for ever 
continue righteous ; they therefore, will for 
ever inherit the land: as ſhewn'in the fourth, 
| ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth; and thir- 
tcenth prophecies.” But this, it is clear from 
all hiſtory, was never fulfilled at their return + 
from Babylon : for it is well known, that 
during the time of the ſecond temple, they 
were exceedingly wicked; committing the 
moſt enormous crimes of robbery, murder, 
&c. to which may be added, the falſe, and 
| heretical opinions, that then prevailed among 
them; and which, was the cauſe of the to- 
tal ruin of their common wealth; and of 
their being carried into this long and dread- 
ful captivity ; where they have not to this 
hour, expiated their numerous crimes : and 
it is needleſs to ſhew that, it hath not Ay 
accompliſhed at any other time. 
The twelfth principle is, that after the 
future Redemption, the great majority of the 
nations that will then be left, will acknow- 
ledge the Unity of God; will ſerve and 
worſhip him ; and earneſtly deſire, to be i in- 
ſtructed in his Law : as ſhewn at large, in 
_ the firſt, third, ſeventh, and eleventh pro- 
phecies; 
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„ DISSERTATIONS | . 
phecies; but no ſuch. 0 ever yer 
come to paſs,;z not at their return from the 

Babyloniſh captivity ; nor yet, at the ap- 
| pearance of Jeſus ; whence, it is manifeſt, 


| that it remains to be. fulfilled at the future 


| reſtoration, of the nation, oy the true: 5 — 
4 Hb 

The Geh PO, is, that Gi 
peace will reign in all the earth; and dard 
completely, as to induce them to deſtroy the 
very weapons of war: as ſhewn at large in 
the explanation of the firſt, ſecond, and thir- 
teenth prophecies. But as no ſuch univer- 
ſal peace, has ever yet been enjoyed by the 
world; but on the contrary, the ſword hath 
ſcarcely been ſheathed ſince the delivery of 
this prophecy ; as I have ſhewn at large in 
the explanation of the ſecond prophecy. 

Whence it is demonſtrable, that this promile 
remains to be fulfilled at _ e of be 
true Meſſiah. . 

The fourteenth heh is, that n FR 
time of the future redemption, the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead will take place; as ſhewn 
in the fourth, fifth, and fourteenth prophe- 
cies : more eſpecially in the fifth; where 1 
bave pointed out, not. only the form and 

N 
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manner of the reſurrection; but alſo the end 


and purpoſe that is to be effected by this 


great and ſtupendous miracle. Bat no one, 


will be ſo hardy, as to preſume to aſſert that, 
this hath at all been accompliſhed : not at 


their return from Babylon; nor yet at the 


tims of jeſas: whence it is manifeſt, that 
this important principle, as well as all tho 
others above mentioned, remain to be fulfil- 
led at the future reſtoration of the nation, by 
the hands of the tu Meſſiah. 


DISSERTATION. * 
The Prophecies Feremiab. 
Ta fourth who prophecied concerning 


the future redemption, happineſs, and 


falvation. of the nation, was, Jeremiah the 
(on of Hilkiah ; and from whoſe writings, 1 
ſhall ſelect ſuch prophecies, as ſpeak in 2 

clear, and unequivocal manner, of their re- 
ſtoration; and the happineſs they are to 


enjoy under a ines * the houſe of * : 


. Ke. 
The firſt prophecy commences vert 14th, 
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104 DISSERTATIONS S 
of Thiepier iid. and is continued to the end 
of the ſecond verſe of chapter ivth. = 
The Prophet having been enen to 
addreſs the ten tribes, as in verſe 12. T. g 
Go and proclaim theſe words eee che 
north, and ſay, Return, O thou bach 
Iſrael, faith the Lox D; (and) I willen cove | 
my wrath fall upon you; for I am; merciful | 
faith the Lox D; (and) I will not reſerve 
wrath for: ever, &c. No proceeds 'toiſpeak 
of their future. redemption; verſe 14, Re 
turn, O ye backſliding children, faith the 
Loxp; for I Am marriect The Pro 
phet here reminds them of that ſpetial con- 
tract, that ſolemn covenant, which God had 
made with them aforetime; whereby he en- 
gaged to be their God, and to take them for 
| His peculiar people: and, as he had faithfully 
fulfilled the covenant on his part, he'carneſtl 
defires them to return to their duty, when they 
ſhall find him as kind to them, as heretofore, 
as in 1 the latter member of the _ and 
| Hap "ves 


® This denotes Aﬀyria a and Media which N lay 80 
north of Judea, where the ten tribes were diſpoſed of by the 
king of Aſſyria, who carried them into e | 
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verſe 15th, © And I will take Jou one out 
of a city, and two « Gt of a fatnihy, al and 1 will 
bring you to Zion. And will give 'you 
ſhepherds after mine own heart: ant they 
ſhall feed you with knowledge” and under- 
ſtanding.” Not like Jeroboam, Ahab, and 
the other wicked kings of Iſrael; wlio taught 
them all manner of wickedneſs : but they 
will be of the ſeed of David; of whom it is 
faid, (1 Sam. xili. 14.) „The Loxp hath 
ſought him a than after his own heart, and 
the Lon p hath appointed him (to be) ruler 
over his people. Such will theſe rulers he: 
and therefore, they will not lead the people 
to the commiſfion of idolatry, as did thoſe 
wicked kings, that were not · of the houſe of 
David; but they will teach them knowledge 
and underſtanding . to vrvw ow e 
faithfully. © [ 

The Prophet Sees "Oy "_ And 
it ſhall be, when ye ſhall have multiplied and 
increaſed in the land, in thoſe days faith the 
Lokp, they ſhall no more ſay, the ark of tlie 
covenant of the Lok p, nor ſhall it come to 
mind“, nor ſhall they. remember it, ncither 


* Heb. It ſhall not aſcend on he bear. „„ 
Vol II. bhoall 
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ſhall they viſe it, nor ſhall (that) be done 
any Ore: 11 This, "paſſage has uy per- 
have. Fong that ; it denotes, that the ark : 
is not to be reſtored. at the future redemption 
of the nation; and which ſeems to be found - 


ed on that falſe and abſurd hypotheſis, that 


this prophecy relates to their call into tho 
Chriſtiap Church, than which, nothing can 


| be farther from the real intent and Purport 
of | this, prophecy ;; as will be ſhewn in the 


ſequel. I ſhall] now take the liberty to ſtate, 
what to me appears to be the real ſenſe of 


the paſſage. From the language of the Pro- 
phet, it is clear, that it was not his intention 


to inform us that at the future redemption 
the ark would not be reſtored; but to ſhew, 


that as the nation during the continuance of 
the firſt and ſecond temples, were exceeding- 
ly wicked; and that their ſanctity wholly 
conſiſted in the oaths which they mo in 
the temple, betore the ark, or the altar ; 
Solomon lays, 1 King. viii. 31. &c, 112. a- 
ny man treſpaſs againſt his neighbour, and 


* Dr, Blaney, in his Notes on Jerem. in Loc. 
KO an 
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an oath be laid upon him to cauſe him to 
ſwear, and the oath come before thine altar 
in this houſe ; ; Then hear thou in heaven, bi 
&c. The Prophet therefore informs us, that 
when God ſhall have taken them; one out 


of a city, and two out of a family, and brought 


them to Jeruſalem, at the time of the re- 
demption, and given them ſhepherds to in- 
ſtruc them in knowledge and underſtanding, 
and not in fin and cupidity ; that then, they 
vill not only fear the Loxp, and worſhip 
him in ſincerity and truth, while they are 


few in number, juſt returned from captivi- 


ty; but that even after they ſhall have great- 
ly increaſed and multiplied in the land, they 
will not forget the merciful dealings of the 


Loxp with them; as Moſes obſerved they 


would do: (Deut. vi. 25.) „When thou 
ſhall beget children, and childrens children, 
and ſhalt have remained long in the land, and 
ſhall corrupt yourſelves,” &c. But they will 
not then do ſo; for they ſhall no more ſay, 
The ark of the covenant of the Loxp; and 
which refers to the ſhepherds : that is, they, 
the ſhepherds, ſhall no more terrify the con- 


tending parties ; by admoniſhing them, to 
be afraig of ſwearing before the ark, in which 
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1 DISSERTATION NS 1 
is the covenant of the Lox. 4, nor 'will i it 
come to the mind of any of the parties them- 
ſelves, to fay, let us fear the ark of the co- 
venant of God: nor will it be remembered, 
in regard of the oath that uſed to be taken 
before it; nor ſhall it be viſited for that pur- 

poſe: nor ſhall /hat be done ahy more: po | 
no more will treſpaſs againſt each other; and 
conſequently, will not be obliged to ſwear ; 

becauſe the children of Iſrael, will all then 
be righteous and juſt; ſo that, At that L 
time they ſhall call Jeruſalem the throne. of 
the Loxd:” And the conſequence will be, 
KL And all nations ſhall reſort to it, to the 
name of the Log, in Jeruſalem : and they. 5 
(Iſrael) ſhall not walk any more after the 
luſting of their evil heart,” And therefore, 
they will no more ſin againſt each other, and 
conſequently, they will have no neceſſity to 

go before the ark; to ear concerning the 


treſpaſs. 


The Prophet then 3 to ſpeak of N 
the return of the ten tribes from the north: 


| and the reunion of the kingdoms of Iſrael, 
and their joint participation in the happineſs 
of the true Meſſiah's kingdom: as in verſe 


18th. In thoſe days ſhall the houſe of Ju- 


=_ 
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dah walk with® the houſe of Iirael, and they 
ſhall come together out of the north coun- 
try, unto the land which I gave for an inhe- | 
ritance to your fathers.” | 
The Prophet then proceeds to recount 
God's mercy and kindneſs, towards them, 
and the ill return that they made to ſuch 
goodneſs, by their apoſtaſy, &c. verſe 19th. 
Kc. And when I faid, How ſhall I place 
| thee among children, and give unto thee the 
deſirable land, the inheritance of the glory of 
hoſts of nations? But I ſaid, Thou ſhalt call 
me, My father; and thou ſhalt not turn a- 
fide from following me.” The Supreme Be- 
ing, is here repreſented, as ſaying to himſelf, 
when the nation was in bondage in Egypt, 
How ſhall I place thee as children,” &c, 
Ye now are ſlaves to the Egyptians, in the 
loweſt ſtate of degradation; how then, can 
think of exalting you to ſo high a degree, as 
to make you children of the LoxD God? 
But I faid, «Thou ſhalt call me, my father,” 
* The Hebrew is Hy which literally fignifies apon, over, 
&c. and denotes that the houſe of Judah ſhall then «eign 
over the houſe of Iſrael; fo that they will all be governed by 
one head of the houſe of David, as foretold elſewhere, by ' 


this Prophet and others; See Chap. xxiii. 6. XXX. 9. Iſai. 
xi. 1. &c. Ezek, xxxvii. 22. & Hoſea, i. 11. 
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&c. If I bring them forth from bondage ; 
adopt them for my children; and give them 
ſuch a glorious inheritance: they, no doubt, 
will be true, faithful, and obedient children 
to me, and will not turn aſide from follow. 
ing me: but it did not prove ſo; for, (verſe 
20th.) Surely (as) a wife treacherouſly de- 
parteth from her huſband, ſo have ye dealt 
. treacherouſly with me, O houſe of Iſrael, 
faith the Lorp.” But, notwithſtanding, : 
that they have thus grievouſly finned againſt 
me; yet, will I hear their penitent prayer, 
when making confeſſion of their ſins; verſe 
21ſt, * A voice hath been heard upon the 
high places, weeping and ſupplications of 
the children of Iſrael: becauſe they have per- 
verted their way, they have forgotten the 
Lord their God. (Thou didit ſay) Return, 
O ye backſliding children, and I will heal 
your backſlidings. — Behold, we come unto 
thee, for thou art the LoR D our God. ” We 
therefore are returned unto thee, as thou haſt 
defired us; and ſincerely acknowledge the 
vanity of our miſplaced truſt; verſe 23d, &c. 
Surely it is vain (to hope for falvation) from 
the hills, or the multitude of the mountains; 
verily in the Loxp our God is the —_ 
EL : 6 
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of Iſrael. But (the idol) Boſheth“ hath 
| devoured the labour of our fathers from our 
youth; ; their ſheep, and their bulls, their 
ſons and their daughters.“ And, as we have 
taken faſt hold of their wicked ways, We 
lie down in our ſhame, and our confuſion co- 
vereth us: for we have ſinned againſt the 
Lon p our God, we and our fathers, from 

our youth even unto this day, and have not 
obeyed the voice of the Loxp our God.” 
This being the confeſſion of the Iſraelites; 


they are anſwered as follows, Chap. iv. verſe 


1it, If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, faith 


tac Lox p, unto me ſhalt thou return; Ve 


have no neceſſity for a mediator, or media- 
| tors, to intercede in behalf of you; but ye 


ſhall return immediately to me. And if 


thou wilt put away thine abominations from 
betore me, then ſhalt thou not be removed: 
Shalt then no more go into captivity. «But 
thou ſhalt ſwear, (as) the Lord liveth in 
truth, in Judgment, and in righteouſneſs ;” 


Not as ye now ſwear falſely; as the Prophet 


® This is ſuppoſed to be the idol! Baal; and is called 


NWA which denotes ſhame . becauſe it fruſtrates, and puts 


to. ſhame all the hopes of its votaries, as . in the 


follow in g verſe. 


ſays 
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fays en (Chap. v. 2.) © But though 
they ſay, (as) the Loxp liveth, ſurely they 
will ſwear falſely.” But ye ſhall only ſwear 


to the ſtrict truth of the matter; then wil! 


ye be in ſo exalted a ſtate of bleſſedneſs, that, 
The nations ſhall bleſs themſelves in him, 
and in him ſhall they glory.” For then the 
nations will all follow after Iſrael, as the 
Prophet ſays, (Zechariah. viii. 23.) * Say- 
ing, We will go with you: for we have 
heard (that) God is with you.” | 
According to this explanation of the pro- 
phecy, it contains four fundamental truths. 
Firſt, that the future redemption will not 
take place, till after they have been ſcattered 
in all parts, and greatly decreaſed ; owing to 
the great length of this dreadful captivity ; 
ſo that they will be gathered one out of a ci- 
ty. and two out of a family. This agrees 
with the ſeventh principle contained in the 
prophecies of Iſaiah. 
Second, that after their redemption, they 
will attain the higheſt degree of ſanctity aud 
paiety; and will no more fall into fin, by fol- 
lowing the evil imaginations of their Iuſtful 
heart. This agrees with the eleventh prin- 


ciple of the N of Iſaiah, 
Third, 
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Third, all nations will then be converted 
to the faith of Iſrael; as mentioned verſe 
17th, And all nations ſhall reſort to it in 
the name of the Loxp.” This agrees with 
the twelfth e of the 8 of 
Iſaiah. | 
Fourth, the ma and e of 
we Iſrael and Judah; as in verſe 18th, and 
which agrees with the third and fourth prin- 
ciples of Iſaiah. "Theſe principles, it is ma- 
nifeſt have never been fulfilled, not at their 
return from Babylon : and much leſs in the 
time of Jeſus : though Dr. Blaney obſerves 
on the expreſſion, . And I will take you one 
out of a city, &c, This undoubtedly re- 
lates to their call into the Chriſtian Church, 
into which they were brought, not all at a 
time, nor in a national capacity, but ſeveral- 
ly as individuals, here and there one.” And 
in ſupport of this opinion, he cites Iſai. xxvii. 
12. „And ye ſhall be gathered one by one, 
O ye ſons of Iſrael.” This, may perhaps 
be what the Authors of the new and metrical 
Tranſlations, may call ſound criticiſm ; but I 
am ſure, it is not truth: it is not dealing fair- 
ly by the word of God, thus to torture and 


Notes on Ierm. ni. 14. 


Yor, II. . | wreſt 
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 wreſt it from its true ſenſe and meaning, in 
order to ſupport a certain ſyſtem ; and to 
which, every thing is rendered ſubſervient, 
without any regard had as to its relation to 
the ſubject ; as is clearly the caſe at preſent. 

For in the firſt place, let us inquire, who 
thoſe Jews were that embraced Chriſtianity ; 
as alſo at what time, where, and when? If 
the Dr. means the time of Jeſus, or the firſt 


| preaching of the Goſpel, I muſt tell him as 


have told Dr. Prieſtley*, That Jeſus made 
but few converts, and thoſe chiefly from a- 
mong the lower claſs of the nation. And 
is it to ſuch as theſe, a few of the ſcum and 
refuſe of the nation, that the words of the 
Prophet can apply? Is it to theſe that the 
Prophet ſays, I will take you one out of a ei- 
ty, and two out of a family, and bring you 
to Zion; where they are to have rulers ac- 
cording to God's own heart, &c. They are 
alſo to multiply, &c. They are not 75 return 
20 fir any more: and laſtly, the whole houſe 
of Judah is to walk with the houſe of Iſraely 
they are to come together from the north 
country, to inherit the land; this ſurely 


Letters to Dr. Prieſtley, in anſwer to his — 
fo the Jews, part IId. p. 70+ 
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means their reſtoration in a national capaci- | 


ty; and which the Dr. acknowledges muſt 
literally be accompliſhed in due time: it 
therefore, is demonſtrable that, this prophe- 


cy, can by no means apply to thoſe few that 


apoſtati zed at the time of Jeſus, or the firſt 
preaching of the Goſpel. And with till 
leſs propriety, can it be applied to. thoſe that 
have apoſtatized during this long and dread- 


ful captivity ; becauſe they did not embrace 


Chriſtianity voluntarily: for thoſe that on 


account of the numberleſs maſlacres, perſe- 


cutions, and baniſhments, which the nati- 
on ſuffered, had not ſufficient fortitude to 
ſupport them, and therefore ſeemed to apoſ- 
tatize, and pretended to embrace Chriſtian - 
ity; yet, in theirs, they ſecretly adhered to 
the true faith, and law of Moſes; and ſuch, 

are at this day called among us, D'DYN The 


compelled ; becauſe, they act by compulſion: 


for as ſoon as they can by any means eſcape 
from the Popiſh countries, they inſtantly re- 
turn to Judaiſm, as I have mentioned Vol. 
Iſt. page 18, note 2d. 


Is it then to ſuch, as we perhaps once in 


a century, hear of one embracing Chriſtiani- 
ty, that the Dr. wiſhes to apply this prophe- 
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cy? if he does, I muſt tell him freely, thats 
he either hath deceived himſelf, or means to 
| impoſe on his readers: for before he at- 
tempted to build an hypotheſis on the con- 
verſion of ſuch converts; he ought, to 
have been fully acquainted with the motives 
of their converſion; he then would have 
found, that religion had no ſhare in it : reli- 
gion was quite out of the queſtion : it was a 
little of the Chriſtians money that they want- 
ed; that was all. Thoſe Jews, were poor 
both in money and religion: the Chriſtians 
were rich, and withal had good ſtore of 
faith ; and always hot in the purſuit'of that 
Don Quixote ſcheme, of making proſely- 
tes, and converting the whole world to Chriſt- 
janity, either by force, or perſwaſion; the 
moſt efficacious of which, is by the power 
of gold: of this, theſe unprincipled impoſ- 
ters were fully appriſed, and determined to 
turn it to their account: they therefore, 
with much ſeeming hypocriſy, pretended to 
embrace Chriſtianity; but as ſoon as they 


cCould conveniently get away, after they had 


pocketed the money, they immediately for- 
ſook Chriſtianity. Of this, I can produce a 


number of inen if it was neceſſary; and 
I am 
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I am free to aſſert, that there is ſcarcely an 
inſtance of a Jew ever having embraced 
_ Chriſtianity on the pure principles of religi- 
on *: but merely from intereſted motives. 
EL | From 


I knew one perſonally well, who had apoſtatized, and 
deen baptized in catholic countries, no leſs than five times; 
by which means, he got a pretty ſum of money. One time, 
bis holineſs the Pope, ſtood god-father to him. I have alſo 
in my poſſeſſion, the hiſtory of another of theſe adventurous 
knights, who, after being baptized in France, Poland, and 
Ruſſia, ſucceſsfully practiſed a few years back, the ſame trick 
on the late Counteſs of . Huntingdon; and fo artful were 
thoſe impoſtors, (father and ſon) that they made the poor 
| Lady, as well as a number of her friends, fondly believe, that 
a conſiderable progreſs had been made in my converſion, by 
means of the ſon ; (who had been introduced to me, by one 
of our nation, under the pretence of attaining a thorough 
knowledge of the ſacred Language; and earneſtly entreated 
me, © to diſpel the many erroneous notions that he muſt un- 
doubtedly have. imbibed, and give him a more adequate idea 
of the true ſenſe and value of ſacred writ.”) and that as ſoon 
as my converſion was effected, that of the whole nation, 
would follow of courſe; and ſo credulous were theſe infatu- 
ated zealots, and enthuſiaſts, that they eagerly ſwallowed the —_ 
bait, and actually furniſhed this arch impoſtor with money . 
and books, in order to promote ſo good a cauſe: thus they | 1 
went ſwimmingly on ſor ſome time, till the father having 
made a pretty ſwindle of about eighteen hundred pounds; of, 
and by the credit of his ſpiritual friends and patrons, all of a 
ſudden diſappeared, and the whole was diſcovered: I then 
had viſits from ſeveral of the injured parties, by which, I be- 
5 | | came 
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From all which, it is manifeſt, that this pro- 


phecy has not the moſt diſtant relation to 
any ſuch thing, as the pretended converſion 


of the Jews to Chriſtianity; as I am confl- 


dent, that not one of all the Prophets, ever 
had any ſuch thing in view: but the ole 
purport of this prophecy is, to foretel the ro- 
turn of the ten tribes, as well as the other 
part of the nation; and their being formed 
together into one kingdom, under a prince 
of che houſe of David; and which will be, 

atter they have been ſcattered in all parts, 
and but few true believers left among them; 

ard which is the real cauſe of their being 
thus gathered one out of a city, and two out 
of a family ; becauſe, there will then be ſo 
few deſerving the name of Jews, left among 
them: as all the wicked, apoſtate, and 1 rl 


came acquainted with the whole bens as laid at the * 
Chapel: and to my ſhame be it ſpoken, I was fo wicked, as 
mn ironical terms to chide them gently, for their eager purſuit 
of the wild chimera of making proſelytes. I had alſoa 
meſſage from the poor deluded Lady H=, defiring I would 
be fo kind as to wait on her, whether for my converſion, or 
to de better informed concerning the impoſture, I cannot tell; 
as her laſt illneſs, which juſt then took place, and her death 
which followed ſoon after, prevented the interview. | 
tended 
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| tended Jews, will be cut off, and deſtroyed 
by the troubles and afflictions, that will take 
place in the world, immediately preceding 
the reſtoration of the nation, by the true 
Meſſiah; as I have already ſhewn in the ex- 
ee of this dre and thoſe of Hai- 
4 to the quotation from Iſai. xxvii. 12. 
which the Dr. has adduced in ſupport of his 
by potheſis, is not in the leaſt applicable to 
the ſubject; as I have ſhewn in the expla- 
nation of that prophecy, See Vol. Iſt. page 
- 216. 6 © 
The ſecond prophecy commences verſe iſt 


of Chapter xxiiid, and is continued to the 


end of verſe 8th, of the ſame. 
The purport of this prophecy is, to ex- 
claim againſt the wicked kings of Iſrael and 
Judah, who by their wickedneſs, and the 
enormous crimes they committed, were the 
cauſe of the deſtruction and diſperſion of the 


nation, in like manner, as the evil minded 


| ſhepherds deſtroy and ſcatter the flock, in- 
ſtead of keeping and preſerving them, as is 
heir duty to do: and therefore, the Prophet 
lays unto them, verſe 1ft, Wo to the ſhep- 
| herds that e and ſcatter the ſhcep of 


my 


20. . | Dis$ttTAaTioONs es 
my paſture, faith the Lox v. Therefore thus 
faith the LoRD God of Iſrael concerning the 
ſhepherds that feed my people; Ve have ſcat- 
tered my flock, and driven them away, and 
have not taken care of them: Ve did not 
take care to lead them in the paths of right 
eouſneſs; and therefore, ** Behold, I will vi- 
ſit upon you the evil of your doings ſaith the 
| Lorry.” And which denotes the juſt Judg- 
ments which God brought upon ſeveral or 
thoſe wicked kings; ſome of whom were 
ſlain by their enemies; others of them, by 
their ſervants, &c. W 
He farther informs us that there will yet 
come a time, when God will gather the rem- _ 
nant of his flock from all the countries, where 
they have been caſt to, during the captivity; 
and will cauſe them to return to their own 
land, as aforetime : verſe 3d, * But 1 will 
gather the remnant of my fl ck, from all the 
countries whither I have driven them; and 
I will bring them back to their own fold :” 
And, as by the length of the captivity, and 
the dreadful perſecutions which they ſuffe- 
red; and the troubles and afflictions brought 
upon them, they will be left but few in num- 
| e urs 


— 
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ber; as is mentioned in the preceding pro- 

phecy: and as the Prophet Iſaiah ſaid, (xvii. 
6.) © Two or three berries on the top of the 
uppermoſt bough; &c, he therefore tells 
us, And they ſhall be fruitful and ſhall 
| muh So as to increaſe far beyond what 
they were aforetimne. 

And, as Iſrael will abide many days with- 
out a king, and without a prince; the Pro- 
phet aſſures us, that God will reſtore their 
kings and Judges as aforetime; verſe 4th. 
«And J will raiſe up ſhepherds over them, 
who ſhall feed them, and they ſhall not tear 
any more, nor be diſmayed, nor ſhall they be 
milling, ſaith the Loxp.” Not one of them 

ſhall be miſſing after they are ſettled in the 
| land, and have multiplied and increaſed | 
therein: neither by wars, nor by . 
any more. 

And as the Prophet propheſied in general 
terms, of two important events; viz, the 
reſtoration of the nation, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of their government; he now proceeds 

to ſpeak more diſtinctly of theſe promiſes. 
And firſt, in regard to the king, he ſays, 


| | * Hoſea. iii. 4. | 15 
Vork III. verſes 
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verſes 5th, & 6th. Behold the days are i 
coming, ſaith the Lok p, that I will raiſe up 
to Davida righteous branch, and a kin g ſhall 
reign and act wiſely ; and ſhall execute Judg- 
ment and Juſtice in the land. In his days 
Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell in 
ſafety: and this i is the name that the Lok 
ſhall call him, our righteouſneſs.” "T7 
deſcriptiqn of the Meſſiah, perfectly agrees 
with that given of him by the Prophet Ifai- 
ah*: for he righteous branch, correſponds 
with, © But there ſhall ſpring forth a rod 
from the ſtem of Jeſſe.” And who is to re- 
ſtore the regal ſtate of the houſe of David; 
as ſhewn Vol. Iſt. page 75. Agreeable to 
which, the Prophet ſays here, And a king 
| ſhall reign:” Iſaiah ſays, © And the ſpirit of 
| the LokD ſhall reſt upon him, the ſpirit of 
_ wiſdom and underſtanding.” and Jeremiah 
ſays, he ſhall act wiſely.” Iſai. He will 
judge the poor with righteouſneſs, and with 
equity will he reprove the meek of the earth. 
Jerem. And he ſhall execute Judgment and 


* See the Second prophecy of Ifai, Vol. Iſt. page 


73. Ns 
 juſtge 
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juſtice in the land.“ Ifai. ſays, And it 


ſhall come to paſs in that day, ſibat the 
Lok p ſhall again put forth his hand a ſe- 
cond time to recover the remnant of his peo» 
ple; &c.— And he (hall gather the outcaſts 
of Iſrael, and the diſperſed of Judah will he 


collect, &c.. Jerem. ſays, ein his days Ju- 


| Gah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell in 
fafety.” And which, as I have already ſnewn, 


denotes the union of the two kingdoms of 
Iſrael and Judah; conſequently, the entire re- 


ſtoration of the nation 
To which; Jeremiah adds the name of the 


| Meſſiah, that the Loxp ſhall call him, Oux 


RIGHTEOUSNESS ; as by the example of his 
virtuous life and actions, he will lead the na- 


tion into the paths of righteouſneſs, and thus 


be the means of their falyation ; contrary to 
the manners of the wicked ſhepherds, who 
deſtroyed and ſcattered the ſheep. 
_ Secondly, in regard to the redemption of 
the nation, he ſays. ** Therefore, behold the 
days (ſhall) come, faith the Lon n, when 
they ſhall no more ſay, (as) the Loxp liv- 
eth, who brought up the children of Iſrael 


out of the land of Egypt: But, (as) the Lonp 


liveth, who gs up, and who conducted 
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the ſeed of the houſe of Iſrael from the north 
countries whither I had driven them, that 
they might dwell in their own land.” Af. 
ter their future reſtoration, they will no more 
ſwear by the Lok as their deliverer from 
the Egyptian bondage; but as him who had 
delivered them from a much more calami- 
tous ſituation, after they had been diſperſed 
through all countries; and ſuffered ſuch cru- 
el and dreadful perſecutions, as no nation e- 
ver ſuffered; and that, for ſo many hundred 


years, as almoſt to deſpair of ever being re- 


deemed: the latter deliverance will there- 
fore, be ſo much the more important and 
wonderful, as to ſwallow up all remem- 
brance of the former redemption. _ 
From our explanation of this prophecy, 
the five following fundamental principles, 
are deducible. Firſt, that God will turn the 
captivity of his people, and aſſemble his diſ- 
perſed; as in verſe zd. I will gather the 
remnant of my flock from all the countries 
| whither I have driven them: And which 
agrees with the third principle of the Fa: 
phecies of Iſaiah. 
Second, that their redemption will not 


take hes, till after they have been greatly 
| dimin- 
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diminiſhed in the captivity: and therefore, 


the Prophet makes uſe of the expreſſion, the 


remnant of my flock ; becauſe there will be 
but a /all remnant of them left; and there- 


fore tells us, that after they are brought back 
to their own fold, then They ſhall be fruit- 


fal and ſhall multiply :” And which agrees 


with the ſeventh principle of Iſaiah. 
Third, that the ten tribes that were car- 


ried away captive by the king of Aſſyria to 


the north, will then return, as mentioned 
verſe 8th. **And who conducted the ſeed of 
the houſe of Iſrael from the north country“. 
Which agrees with the fourth principle of 
Iſaiah. 

Fourth, that at the future reſtoration, of 
the nation, a king of the houſe of David will 
reign over them; and which agrees with the 
 renth principle of Iſaiah. 

Fifth, that they ſhall not go into captivity 
any more; as mentioned verſe 4th. ** So 
that they ſhall not fear any more, nor be 


diſmayed, nor ſhall they be miſling, faith 


the Lord”, And which agrees with the 

eleventh principle of Iſaiah. 

Now, it is well known from all hiſtory 

both ſacred and profane, that none of thoſe 
| great 
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great and important promiſes were as | 


fulfilled at their return from Babylon ; and 


much leſs; can it be faid that, they were ac- 1 


compliſhed i in, , or by Jeſus ; ; for i in his days, : | 
the ten tribes were not reſtored 7 : conſe- "þ 


quently, that great and wonderful deliver. 


| ance of the whole nation; that is to ſwallow 4 


up all remembrance of their former redemp- 


; tion from Egypt, did not take place : nei⸗ = 


ther did he ever reign over the nation during 
the ſhort period of his miniſtry, as it is call 
ed; it therefore is demonſtrable; that he could 


not be that king of the houſe of David, that | 
righteous branch, that the Prophet ſpeaks 


of, that was to reign over them, act wiſe- 


ly, and execute Judgment and juſtice in the | 


earth. 


glorious promiſes to Jeſus ? In his days Ju- 


dah ſhall be faved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell in 
ſafety. And as the Prophet ſays verſe 4th; 


$50 that they ſhall not fear any more, nor 
be diſmayed, nor ſhall they be miſſing faith 


the Lox.” Which promiſes, denote the 
temporal happineſs they are to enjoy undet 


the 55 of the true Meſſiah and that they | 
ſhould f 


eee kußortns i LI 
it is poſſible to apply the following. great and 
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ſhould not go into captivity any more. And 


now, I muſt take the liberty to aſk the moſt 


_ zealous defenders of Chriſtianity, whether 
they dare aſſert that, cheſe promiſes were ever 
fulfilled by, or in the petſon of Jeſus? Nay, 
ſo far were they from being fulfilled in his 
time? that during his whole life, they were 
rent by faction: and being 1 in ſubjection to 
the Roman power, great part of their policy 
was aboliſhed, and the Roman eſtabliſhed 
in“ its ſtead; the power of life and death 
was taken out of their hand +; and the High 
Prieſt changed year after year, at the arbitrary 
will of the Roman Procuratorf. * This, : 


* Prideaux's Connect. Part. 2d. Book 9. page 306. 
| + Ibid. I Ibid. 312. Where we find 

that Valerius Gratys changed the high Prieſts four different 
times in the (mall ſpace of four years : for having firſt remov- 

ed Annas after he had been fifteen years in the office, he ſub- | 
ſtituted Iſmael, the ſon of Fabus in his place. But the next 
year after, being diſplcaſed with this choice, he removed If- 
mae], and promoted Eleazar the ſon of Annas whom he had 
ſo lately depoſed. In about a year, he removed him alſo, 
and made Simon the ſon of Camith High prieſt in his ſtead: 
bur he continued in this office no longer than his predeceſſor. 
For, the next year, the ſame Gratus appointed Joſeph ſur... 
named Caiaphas, the ſon in Law of Annas above mention- 


ed, to ſucceed Camith. Sce 2 Joſeph, a B, xvili. 
C. wid, 6 


| FR : | 


verſe 1ſt of chap. xxxi. 


* 
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they continued declining, till about forty 
years after his death, Jeruſalem was taken, 


and deſtroyed by the Romans: the nation car- 


ried into captivity, and an end put to their 
government and policy; and which they have 
neyer been able to recover to this day. From 
all which, it is manifeſt to demonſtration, 


that theſe great and glorious promiſes. were 


never fulfilled in his perſon ; and that con. 


ſequently, he could not be the perſon pre- | 


dicted by the Prophet. And, it is equally 


manifeſt from the expreſs words of the Pro- 
phet, as well as thoſe of the other Prophets, | 
that the whole nation is to return from their 4 


different diſperſions in the latter days: but 
as nothing of this hath ever taken place, 
it is clear, that theſe promiſes remain to be 
fulfilled at the coming of the true Meß. 

ah. | | 
As to what ſave Chriſtian Writers pre 


ren, that theſe great and important promi- 2 


ſes, are to be fulfilled at the ſecond coming 
of Jeſus, is futile; as I have ſhewa at large, 


Vol. Iſt. page 1 30. . 17 


The third prophecy commences „ Chap 
xxx, verſe iſt, and is continued to the end = = 


| This | 
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This prophecy: anounces the future reſto- 
ration of the nation: for, as the Prophet in 
the preceding Chapter had foretold the de- i 
truction of Jeruſalem, by Nebuchadnezzar ; *** 
God now commanded him to write this in | 
a book; that it might remain as a conſola- 
tion for Iſrael; that they might be aſſured, - 
that as well as the prophecy which foretold 
their captivity &c. was fully accompliſh- 
ed ; ſo ſhall that of their future reſtoration. i 
And, when we ſeriouſly reflect on the con- 
nexion of theſe different promiſes, we ſhall 
plainly perceive the finger of God, pointing 
out to us, the truth and verity of prophecy, to 
the utter ſhame and confuſion of Deiſts and 
infidels; for when that which was neareſt at 
| hand ſhould be fully accompliſhed, it would 
afford the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſatis factory : 
kind of evidence of the accompliſhment of the — 
latter; and though ever ſo remote, yet may 
we reſt aſſured, that by the interpoſition of 
Providence, it would be brought about in 
its due ſeaſon ; no matter how unfavourable - 
circumſtances may be againſt it. 
And this very argument, the Prophet 
Iſaiah made uſe of in W of what he had 
Vor. l., | foretold ; 1 
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foretold; when he faid®, The Wett pre- 5 
dictions, lo! they are come to paſs: and 
new events I now declare: before they c 


ſpring. forth, I make them known unto 


' you.” And, it is not a little remarkable that 


the Prophet of whom we are treating, hag 
in direct terms made uſe of this argument , 


Chap. xxxii. 42. as will be ſeen in the Exe 7 


planation of that prophecy. | J 
Inverſe 2d. and 3d. the Prophet informs 


us of God's command to him, Thus hath 


the Loxd God of Iſrael ſpoken, faying, 


Write thee all the words that I have ſpoken | 
unto thee in a book. For, behold, 'the 
days are coming, faith the Loxp, when 1 
will turn the captivity of my people, Iſrael 
and Judah, faith the Lon ßůo; and I will 
bring them back to the land which I gave 
to their fathers, and they ſhall poſſeſs it.” 
And which is a manifeſt proof, that this 
prophecy does not refer to their return from 
the Babyloniſh captivity ; as * be 1 


at large in the ſequel. 
In verſe © qt, the Prophet i informs 0, 


* Iſai, 155 29. See alſo Vol. Iſt. Introd. p- 12. * 
Dill. Vol Iſt, P. 2575 5 Ibid. P · 66. 


; b R . 
4 
„ 


— 


ON THE PROPUBCIES, „ 
that he did according to the word of God; 
and therefore proceeds, And theſe (are) the 
words which the Loxp hath ſpoken concern- 
ing Iſrael and concerning Judah.” He here 
mentions both Iſrael and Judah ; becauſe 
this prophecy | foretels the reſtoration, and 
union of the two kingdom. | 
In the'three following verſes, the Prank F 
ſpeaks of the vengeance which God will 
take of the nations; and which will be” : 
effected by the wars that they will wage a- 
gainſt each other. For thus faith the 
LoRD, a voice of trembling have we heard, 
(there is) terror, and no peace. Aſk ye now, 
and ſee, if a male can bring forth? wherefore 
have I ſeen every man (with) his hand up- 
on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all. 
faces are changed into paleneſs? Alas ! for 
that day is great, fo that there is none like 
it: and a time of diſtreſs, will it be to Jacob; 
but he ſhall be ſaved from it.“ This denotes 
the terrible havock that will be made among 
the nations, on that dreadful day of blood 
and ſlaughter ; in which, Jacob will alſo in 
ſome meaſure be involved ; but he ſhall be 
| faved from it; that is, his falvation will a- 
1 5 from it; as the Prophet ſays, verſe 8th. 
{ | . 8 2 . And 
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"Andi it that be in that day, faith the Lok 

of hoſts, I will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and thy bands will I burſt aſunder; 
and ſtrangers ſhall no more make (thee) ſerve 
their God, and David their king, whom I 


the Prophet has informed us of two jmport- 
ant events. F irſt, n yy will no " 


mentioned, Vol. 1ſt. page. 277. Note) has for fome few 


on reading DN and vr OY for P and Po. 


_ equally well acquainted with the Sacred Language, 36 their 


page. 20 26. Note. 
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with“ it: But they ſhall ſerve the Loxb 


will raiſe up for them.“ In theſe verſes, 


„That is, with the yoke ; for the pronoun 12 ne 4 1 
to the antecedent ſubſtantive affix V bis yoke: the yoke 
which the nations had laid upon Jacob; but by no means 
does it refer to Jacob himſelf. I muſt farther obſerye, that 
in this verſe, as well as verſe roth. Jacob is addreſſed in the 
ſecond perſon ; as the Chaldee paraphraſt Jonathan, and all 
the Jewiſh Commentators, have underſtood it; and as the 
authors of the preſent Engliſh verſion, have juſtly tranſlated 
it: Though Dr. Blaney in the true ſpirit, of the Sex» 
TURE Correcting Max IAE, which (as I have already 


years back, ſo violently affected the Authors of the New and 
Metrical tranſlations of the prophetic writings ; is determined 


becauſe, forſooth, the collated MSS, afford ſeveral inſtan- - Þ 
ces of this miſtake of J for ).“ See his Note on the pall- 
age, in his New tranſlation, This is criticiſm with a venge- 
ance: and the writers of thoſe manuſcripts, muſt have been 


Collators ſeem to be. But enough of this at preſent, aT 
mean to treat at large of the whole ſcheme; * as mentioned 


fa 


* 
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fin againſt their God, Second, that they 
will not any more rebel againſt the houſe 

of David; but will dutifully ſubmit to the 
government of the Meſſiah; the king whom 
God will raiſe up for them. 5 
And]; as the redemption was not works 
place till after a long period of time; the 
Prophet obſerves, verſe 1oth. *Therefore, 
fear thou not, O my ſervant Jacob, faith 
the Loxp; and be thou not diſmayed, O 
Iſrael; for, behold, I will fave thee from 
afar.” This does not denote diſtant coun- 
tries, as the generality of Commentators 
have underſtood it; but properly denotes a 
remote period of time; as in chap. xxxi. : 
ver. zd. and as if the Prophet hereby ink 
formed them, that the redemption would | 
not be to thoſe that were carried captive ; 
but to their poſterity : as he obſerves. pre- 
ſently after, **And thy ſeed from the land of 
their captivity :”* He farther informs us, that 
after they are redeemed : they ſhall no more 
be terrified with wars, or any other calamity, 
as in the latter member of the verſe. And 
Jacob ſhall return, and- ſhall be at reſt; he 
{hall alſo be wholly at eaſe, and (there) ſhall 
(be) none (to) make (him) afraid.” 
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the great ſufferings and miſerable afflictions 


captivity, that they almoſt deſpair of ever be- 5 


— 
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In verſe 11th, The Prophet mentions Ws. TT 
reaſon, why none will make them afraid. 


For I (am) with thee, ſaith the Lok D, to | 


fave thee; though I ſhall make a full end W | 
all the nations, whither I have diſperſed thee; 3 
yet will I not make a full end of thee, but I. 
will correct thee in meaſure ; ; and will not 


altogether conſume thee. 1 
The Prophet then proceeds to fk & 


of the nation, ver. 12th. &c. For thus 


_ faith the Lon p, Thy bruiſe (is) deſperate, 


thy wound (is) grievous. (There is) none 
that Judgeth thy caſe to be curable; (and 


1 therefore,) no healin g medecines are applied | 


to thee.” This figurative deſcription of, the 
dreadful ſtate of the nation, is truly pathetic; * 
and withal carries with it the moſt manifeſt : 


proof of the truth and verity of prophecy; as 


it has been ſo exactly fulfilled in every Ke 


_ _ cular: indeed, their wound is fo deſperate, 
that it is deemed incurable ; ſo that no one e- 


ven attempts a cure for them. They have been 


fo dreadfully perſecuted, maſſacred, and des. 


ſtroyed by thouſands and tens of thouſands ; 
and have continued ſo many hundred years in 


ing 


„ % 
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ing redeemed : nay, ſo deſperate 1 is their caſe, 
that their friends conſider them as already 
dead; and therefore, verſe 14th. All thy 
ine have forgotten thee, hos ſeek not after 
| thee.” And I muſt acknowledge, ſays the 
Prophet, that they have drawn a very juſt . 
concluſion of the ſtate of thy caſe, according to 
all human appearance; For with the ſtroke 
of an enemy have I ſmitten thee; a ſevere chaf- 
tiſement: But this was, **Becauſe thy ini- 
quity (was) abundant, (and) thy fins were 
numerous.” And therefore, Why crieſt 


thou becauſe of thy bruiſe, (and that) thy 10 


ſuffering is without remedy? (Since it is) 
| becauſe thy iniquity (was) abundant, (and) 
thy ſins were numerous, have I done theſe 


things unto thee. Nevertheleſs, all they 


that deyour thee, ſhall be devoured, and all 
| thine enemies, ſhall all of them go into cap- - 


| tivity; and they that ſpoil thee ſhall beconte 


a ſpoil, and all them that plunder thee will 
I give up to plunder. For I will reſtore 
health unto thee, faith the Lox ; although 
they have called thee an Outcaſt; Zion, 
ſhe whom no one ſecketh after,” Although 
the nations have conſidered thee as irrecover- 
| ably loſt; and that there was no help for 

e — 
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die from God: yet, will 1 by my rticu- 
lar providential care reſtore thee; after all 
thy friends have deſpaired of thy cure. 
The Prophet having thus ſpoken of tbe 
redemption of the nation, under the figure 'Y 


of the cure of a perſon, whoſe recovery 


was deſpaired of; he now proceeds to ex- 
plain the figure, verſe 18th. &c. Thus 

faith the Lox p; Behold, I will reverſe the 
captivity of Jacob's tents, and upon his 
dwelling places will I have compaſſion: and 
the city“ ſhall be builded upon its heap, and 
the palace ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed upon its 
(former) plan. And out of them ſhall go 
forth thankſgiving, and the voice of them 
that are joyous ;” For they will return 
thanks to God, for their deliverance, and 
the redemption of their ſouls. And, although | 
they are greatly diminiſhed during the cap- | 
tivity; ſo that they remain but as two ort 
three berries on the top of the'uppermo 
bough: yet, ſhall they then increaſe exceed 
ingly, as is ſaid, And I will multiply them, 
and they ſhall not be minen my And, . 


o Jeruſalem: which will 6 built on its ar a: —_ : 1 
| _ . 5 Phe Temple. : 


# during | 
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during the captivity, they were n de- 


graded, and brought very low; he aſſures 


them, that they ſhall then be raiſed to honour. | x 


„And I will raiſe them to honour, and they 
ſhall not be brought low. And his children 
ſhall be as aforetime, and his congregation 


| ſhall be eſtabliſhed before me They will 
be ſuch as fear the Lok p, and think on his $5. 


name : for their being 4s aforetime, denotes | 
their extraordinary increaſe z and their being 
eſtabliſhed, denotes their righteouſneſs. 


In the latter member 55 the verſe, he a= | 
gain ſpeaks of the puniſhment of the nations; 
„And I will puniſh all thoſe that oppreſs 
him.“ And, as during the continuance of 


the ſecond temple, they were in ſubjection, 
either to the Perſians, Greeks, or Romans, 
who had their officers there to govern; the 


Prophet therefore informs us that, at the time 


of their redemption, it will not be ſo: verſe 
211t. *And his prince ſhall be of his own race, 
and his governor ſhall proceed from the 
midſt of him.” Not as was Herod, &c. who 
were of the race of the Idumeans : neither 


will they be like them ; who by their cruelty. 


and wickedneſs were eſtranged from God : 
as mentioned in the latter member of the 
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the Lox.” Here God Promiſes to diſpoſe. 


truth and righteouſneſs ; and he will weck h 
over them with paternal love and cafe. 


as in ver. 23. 24. & Chap. xxxi. 1. 1 


> forth with fury, (even) an Late ; 


ba vi DISSERTATIONS. ta 
verle... And I we dray, ot, that 1 . * 


hath ſet bis heart to ws near unto me? 0 EF 


the hearts of their kings to turn to him; a I 
without his aſſi ſtance, none would be able to. "2 


þ accompliſh | it: as the Pſalmiſt ſays“, Blet - 
ed (is the man whom) thou chooklt; and 
cauſeſt to approach (unto thee.”) OO 


And as he had promiſed would be the ftate ä 
of their kings; ; fo he aſſures us, will be be 4 
ſtate of the people: verſe 22d. « And ye {| 


| hall be my people, and I will be your God” 


That is, he will circumciſe their hearts ; o 
that they will all be inclined to ſerye him in 


The Prophet then proceeds to inform u us, 
that immediately after that dreadful | War, 
whereby God will take vengeance on the na- F 


tions ; the falvation of Iſrael will take place: | 
15 — 


"whit | 


8005 . Pia: ln „ Bi \erting Aeg . 
It ſhall exert a continued or accumalated. force on the head 
of the wicked. = . 45 Pr 
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whirlwind Fa upon the head of the wicked 
small it ſettle. The fierce anger of the Lon 
hal not turn back, until he hath "wrought, 7, 
and until he hath accom} liſhed the purpoſe 
of his heart; ; in the latter days ye ſhalt difs 
cern it. At that time, ſaith the Lox, will 5 
1 be the God of all the families of eren „„ 
they ſhall be my people.” „ 
According to the explanation here Sirene of 
this prophecy; it contains the following fe- I - 
ven fundamental principles. Firſt, the fu⸗ 1 
ture redem ption of the nation; as mentioned 
verſe 18th. * Behold, I will reverſe the cap- 
tivity of Jacob's tents, and upon his dwelling 
places will 1 have compaſſion; , A  -. 
which agrees with the 7517 Principle contain- nog 


ed in the prophecies of Iſaiah. 2 5 „ 
Second, that at the future temp, We — 
ten tribes which were carried captive wAR - 


ſyria &c, will again return; as in verſe = 11 
And I will turn the captivity of my people, 
Iſrael and Judah.” Again, verſe 4th. «And 

theſe (are) the words which the Loup hath 
| ſpoken concerning Iſrael, and concerning Ju- 

dah.” This agrees with the . e 
of the prophecies of Iſaiah. et ora 
(TH, that God will take vengeance on 
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agrees with the tenth a of the Prop he- 


' almoſt to dela of ever being redeemed ;. 


fear thou not my ſervant Jacob, ſaith the 3 
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e Nas * 


"nations, that have perſecu ted and de- . 


ace Iſrael; as mentioned ver, 1 1. & 16. ; 


68 When 1 ſhall make a full end of all the I 
nations,” &c.— All they that devoured thee, =o 
ſhall be devoured,” &c. And which will 


take place immediately preceding the re 
demption; as may be perceived from the ex · 
planation of ver. 23. &c. This agrees witk 
the 5 ferne, of the : prophecies of hh: 


ah. | 
F * that at the s time of the 1 5. 


demption, A king of the lineage of David, : 
and called by his name, will reign over them: 


as mentioned verſe gth. ** But they ſhall 
ſerve the Lox their God, and David, their | 


king, whom 1 will raiſe up for them,” A 


gain, verſe 21ſt. And his prince ſhall be 
of his own race, and his governor ſhall pro- 3 
ceed from the midit of him.” And which 


cies of hon. 9 
Fifth, that the e is not to take I 

place, till after they had been in captivity, N 

a very long time; and ſuffered ſo much, as 


mentioned verſes 10. & ta. Therefore, | 


Lens; X 


0A FG, 
- a 


| Lond; and be thou not diſmayed, 0 Iſrael ; 


| or behold, 1 will fave thee from afar. For 
| thus faith the Lozp, Thy bruiſe (is) defpe- 
rate thy wound (is) grievous &c.” And 


which agrees with the ape mt of the 


prophecies of lſaiah. 
Sixth, that after their Gn redemption, 


they will not be engaged in any wars; nor 
experience any other troubles; nor will they 


go into captivity more : as mentioned verſe 


8th. And ſtrangers ſhall no more make 


(thee) ſerve with i it.” And verſe ioth, «*And 


Jacob ſhall return, and ſhall be at reſt; he 
| ſhall alſo be wholly at caſe, and (there) ſhall 
(be) none (to) make (him) afraid.” This 
agrees with the eleventh e of the pro- 


| phecies of Ifaiah. 


Screath,” that ths U bal Ze 
vine preſence, and the ſpirit of prophecy, will 


then be reſtored to them; as may be per- 


ceived from the expreſſion, « And1 will 
be their God.” And which agrees with 
the eighth e of the Prophecies of 0 


15 


Now it is clear . all biz that 


none of thoſe great and glorious promiſes 
were ever accomplicied : for they were not 
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folfl- 
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\ fulfilled. at their return from r 
: then, "the | ten tribes did not return; Ge 
not puniſh thoſe that had oppreſled 200 | 

no king of the houſe of David reignec over 
them : they \ were but a ſhort time? in e ? Yi. I 
vity at Babylon: fo that ſeveral who ha "een | 
the firſt temple®, allo beheld the foundation 
of the ſecond laid: they were ſcarcely « ever 
free from wars, and other troubles; 1 And were 
at hf carried i into this long and dreadful cap- 
tivity; where they have remained to o thi 
hour: nor was the ſymbol of the divine py e 
ſence, ever yiſible in the ſecond temple. Aud 
it is equally clear, from the acts recorded of 
Jeſus i in the new Teſtament, that they were 
not accompliſhed ; in his life time: conſe- 
quently, they remain 'to be accompliſhed, at A 
the time of the appearance of the true 155 


fiah; whom God i In his mer cy, of may. s 


ed.to ſend ſpeedily... Amen, i 
The fourth prophecy, commences, ye 


them S 


* 
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namely, the reſtoration of. the whole nation” 
to their ow land; and the complete re- 


ous conſtitution i in the latter days, under the 
government of the Meſſiah.” It muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that this prophec) is divided into 
three diſtinct parts. The firſt part begins verſe 
2d. and is continued to the end of verſe 22d. 

and which ſpeaks of the reſtoration of the 
ten tribes. The ſecond part begins verſe 23d. 

and is continued to the end of verſe 26th. 
And which contains the promiſe of the reſto- 
ration of Judah, and the rebuilding of Jeru- 


And which part ſpeaks of the union of the 


being premiſed, we ſhall proceed to "ie ex- 
planation of the prophecy itſelf. 05 


in the wilderneſs, (even) Iſrael proceeding 


tators have differed ¹ 


tly in the explanation 


eſtabliſhment, of both. their civil and religi- ' 


two kingdoms of Judah and Ephraim, This 8 


Thus faith the Loxp, The ec Ou 
are) relicks of the ſword, hath found favour 


of this verſe : for Jacchi and Kimchi think 
that the word . wilderneſs” denotes the wil- 
derneſs Re they went t into, when they were 

| rought 
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ſalem. The third part begins verſe 27th,” 
and is continued to the end of the prophecy. 


towards his reſt. ws he Hebrew Commen= 


: 3, De. 
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brought out of Egypt: and that the .Projh 4 


alludes to theic deliverance from thence. To F 
this, the learned Abarbanal objects; as. he : 


juſtly obſerves, that this explanation is liable 
to two great objections. Firſt, that the Pro- 
phet ought to have ſaid, they found fayour 
in Egypt, inſtead of ſaying in the wilder- 
neſs. Second, that the term 40 relicks of "2 
the ſword,” implies, that great numbers of 14 
them, Ne. been deſtroyed by the ſword; | 

which was not the caſe in truth: for though : 
the Egyptians deſtroyed their infants ; yet, | 
was it not by the ſword, He therefore, 


"gives another explanation; ; by obſerving that 


2792 does not ſignify in the wilderneſs, but 


denotes with ſpeech as eg TIN and thy 


ſpeech is comely; (Solom. Song. iv. ii.). He 
alſo underſtands 177 to be the imperative: 1 
for though it is according to the. infinitive; | 


yet does it ſometimes ſerve for the impera- 
tive; as WJ WY & C. So that the ſenſe of 

the verſe according to his explanation is, 

The people, (that are) relicks of the ſword, 


hath found favour by ſpeech, (i. e. by p ay- 
erz) go thou to give them reſt, But, this ap- | 
8 to me, to be a very forced conſtructi | 


and to which l can by no means aſſent; 
| notwiith 


o. THE PROPHECIES „% 
notwithſtanding the great veneration I have 
for this great and learned Commentator®: for 
1 humbly conceive, that by the wilderneſs”. 
the Prophet meant the preſent long and 
dreadful captivity: for the miſerable and de- 1 
ſolate ſtate of the nation, may very juſtly be 
compared to the barren and deſert wilderneſs: 
And in this ſenſe, Abarbanal himſelf ex- 
plains YT Ezek. xx. 35. as will be 
ſhewn in the explanation of that prophecy. 
As to T7 I muſt obſerve, that it is the in- 
finitive verb; and properly denotes a going 
onward, a progreſſive motion towards a cer- 
tain point: as Y\DJ) 157 Gen. xii. 9. beſides: 
a number of other places: in Seripture, too 
numerous to mention. It therefore is plain 
that, II? WIN i is to be underſtood, as if 
God had actually begun to execute his de- 

ſign, of cauſing the children of Iſrael to re- 
turn to their own land; and which is their 
true place of reſt: and ſo is explanatory of 

the favour or grace, which the people i is faid 
to o have found i in the wilderneſs, ; | 


* See His bee i in Lidgin Sacra Radix my. where 
I have acknowledge wy dag” to 22 great and exalted | 


character. 
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8 ' DISSERTATIONS | 
In verſe zd. we are to conſider the words 
| of the firſt member, as ſpoken by the nati- 

on, and thoſe that follow, as God's anſwer 


” thereto. « From afar off the Lox D*appear- 
ed unto me; Theſe words are ſpoken by 


the nation; complaining that it was a wr, 


time ſince God had appeared to them: 

3 this God anſwers; true, it is long ſinceſl 8 
| appeared to thee. But“ I have loved thes 

with an everlaſting love; therefore have lex- 

_ tended (my) loving kindneſs to thee.” That 
| though in captivity, yet, have E 1 N 
over thee in mercy, to preſerye thee; and be» 

ſides this. Yet again will I build thee, and - 
thou ſhalt be built, O virgin of Iſrael:“ For 
though thou waſt aforetime wedded, as it 

Vere to ſtrange gods; yet ſhalt thou then re- 
turn to be as the virgin daughter of Iſrael ; for | 

thy huſband is thy maker, and none other; 
and therefore, Vet again ſhalt thou deck 
thyſelf with thy tabrets; Theſe are the 


: 
| „This is the real ſenſe of the ) was in this 1 0 | 
the ſame as in Gen. xlii. 10. IR 2 INN TAN « But 0 | 


buy food are thy ſervants come:“ and not as in the common 
tranſlation of the Bible, 7 7. 0r As Dr. Blaney tranſlates. 
it, Alſe with.——See the properties of the y vas 3 er. 
plained, in Lingua Sacra, Vol. Iſt. page 140% | 
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beauties of virtue and true religion, with 
Which thou ſhalt then adorn thyſelf. And, 

although during the captivity, thou waſt ſad, 
and forrowſul; yet, ſhall it then be other- 
wiſe with thee; as in the latter member of 
the verſe. - And thou ſhalt go e the 
dance of thoſe that make merry. . 

And, as it was not lawful according to the | 
law of Moſes; to eat of the fruit of any tree, 
till the fifth. year after the planting, See 
Levit. xix. 23.25. And as Moſes had threa- 
tened them for their diſobedience, Deut. 
xxviii. 30: * Thou ſhalt plant a vineyard; = 
and thalt not. gather the grapes. thereof * 9 
The Prophet here obſerves that then it ſhall | 
not be ſo; but they ſhould plant; and re- 
main in their own land in peace and tran- 
quillity ; ſo as to gather the produce of their 
plantations, in due time, and enjoy it unmo- 
Teſted: as in verſe gth. Vet again ſhalt thou 
plant vineyards on the mountains of Sama- - 


« The Hebrew verb Win is Ae ann 8 
Kad tf and denotes that which, may be. uſed in common; as 
was the fruit of the vine in hs — year e ee 


iss _ ." DISSERTAT tors, 
'F ia; the e at plants and ſhall a 10 
fruit) as common 1 ; 


Before we proceed, it 18 mates 4 0 1 


| thn: that D'S) does not denote watchmen,' 
as tranſlated in the Bibles, (verſe, 6th.) and 
underſtood by the Commentators ; but 4%. 
laters, deflroyers, &c. bein g derived from the 
Radix 82 as ſhewn in Lingua Sacra. under 
that root. And theſe deſtroyers are the N- 
mans, who were the deſcendants of Edom; 3 
as already mentioned in the courſe of * 
work. See Vol. lit. page 217. &. And 
they were called deſtroyers, on account 0 
the war and deſolation, which they ſpread 
over the greateſt part of the world. And 
thus, the Prophet calls them, in another 
| place ; (Chap. iv. 16.) for in the. former 
part of that Chapter, he ſpeaks. of the de- 
ſtruction of the firſt temple ; but in verſe. 
16th, he ſpeaks of the deſtruction of the ſe- 
cond temple : and fays, ogy Ty When 
Publiſh ye concerning PMNVen (IND DXA D 
Ferufalem, that deflroyers are coming from a far 
country. Theſe denote the Romans that 

came with Veſpaſian and Titus: and who 
came from a far country: but Babylon could | 
not. properly be called a far country, in r 44 5 


283 3 


— 
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gerd to Jeruſalem. And Moſes in his denun- | 
ciations, (Deut. xxviii. 49.) ſays, * The 
Lon p ſhall bring a nation againſt thee from 


far, from the end of the earth,” This, all 


the Hebrew Commentators -underſtand, to 


denote the Romans. (Ste. R. Levi Ben, 


| Gerſhom, Abarbanal &c.) and whom they 1 5 
to this day call, D. Nazarenes. And of 


them, the Prophet Jeremiah ſays, (Ibid.) 


And they ſhall lift up their voice againſt the 
cities of Judah.” Becauſe Yeſþafion and Titus, 


firſt conquered: the cities of Judah; and af- 


terwards took Jeruſalem, of whom the Pro- 
phet ſays in verſe 17th. Like keepers oc 


fields are they round about her, becauſe ſhe 


hath rebelled againſt me faith the Lon p.“ 


And, as he had propheſied coneerning both the 
firſt, and ſecond deſtruction of Jeruſalem ;- 


he ſays verſe 18tb. Thy way and thy do- 
ings have done theſe (things) unto thee ;”. By 


| the Plans e M28 theſe, the Prophet 
plain 


* Thus reads all the printed copies; s lo is it; 


read, and underſtood by all the Hebrew commentators ; by 
the Chaldee Paraphraſt Jonathan Ben Uzziel ; and thus alſo 


| the tranſlators of the Bible underſtood it; yet, Dr. Blaney, in 


defiance of all theſe "I authorities; ; j au without any reaſon 


afſigned,.. 


* 
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3 eee n 1 as the latter ___ 


moſt grievous, and went near to extirpate us; 
use obſerves in the latter member of the verſe, 
“Such is thy calamity, for it is bitter; be. 
cauſe it reacheth unto thy heart.” For this 
great calamity, he complains verſe 18th; 
My bowels, my.bowels, I am pained; (& 
ven) the walls * of my heart; my heart js 
troubled within me; I cannot be ſilent; be- 
cauſe thou haſt heard, O my foul, the ſound 

of the oat the n of war. e | 


gs 


k e e 
* * 5 r- 
8 x + 


afigned, dire it %a car/e;”? What i it was that led peg, 
I cannot divine: unleſs, that deſpiſing the points, (as the 
_ generality of Chriſtians do; not one of whom, was ever able 
to enter into the ſpitit, the idiom, and phraſaology of the 
Language) he read den a curſe, inſtead of TR theſes . Thar 
alſo I ſuppoſe he read VI @ plague, for YN reachoth. Theſe 
are but ſmall ſlips, compared with ſome, chat I have menti- 
oned, in my remarks on the necefſity of the points; (See 
Lingua Sacra. Vol. Iſt. page 25 —27. &c,) and as I ſhall 
ſhew more at large, when conſidering the ſcheme of corre&- 
ing the preſent Printed Text, by e "as are | 
noticed in this work. 
* The walls of the heart, undoubtedly denotes the 
- pericardium ; - a thin membrane of a conick figure, that re- 
ſembles a purſe, and contains the heart in its cavity: ſo that 
it may well be called the walls of the heart; as it — 
and guards 1 it like a wall. | 


. 


ith 
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tion upon deſtruction is proclaimed; * Now, | 


what are we to underſtand by <* deſtruction 


upon deſtruction” but the deſtruction of the 


| firſt, and ſecond temples.” All which, is 3 
manifeſt proof, that D'M22 the deſtroyers de- 


notes the Romans; and of whom the pro- x 


phet, in the prophecy we are treating of, 


ſas, verſe 6th. *Por there is yet a day unto || 
the Loxp our God, that the deſtroyers upon 


mount Ephraim ſhall cry, Ariſe, and let ug 


go up to Zion.” For, as the Prophet had 


in the preceding worlds ſpoken of the eſtab- 
liſhment, and tranquillity of the nation; he 
informs us when that will he ; and therefore 
| ſays, there is a certain time appointed: by- 
God; (for that is what is properly meant 
by the term, to the Loxp our God : 


that the Nazarenes, or deſtroyers, ſhall ery 
to each other upon mount Ephraim, Ariſe, ; 


and let us go up to Zion, in order to conquer 


= + 


Jeruſalem, and the holy land of Iſrael; But, 


when that day ſhall come, then Iſrael will 


rejoice ; for then they will know that their 


| falvation is near: and therefore, he ſays, verſe 


_ 7th. Sing with; joy for Jacob, and cry a- 
loud at the head of the nations: publiſh ye, 
Praiſe Ye, and "Os O LORD, fave thy people, : 

the 


t Hay, 


— RL LICE 


r ²˙ im Tt! ,,, ES . ee A EE SR 
Y * * 

K s 8 

* 5 : 


there was a nation, (even) to that ſame time 
and at that time thy people ſhall be deliver- 


_ tribes from the north country, and the ther 
parts were they were ſcattered :/ as in ver. 8. | 


Le by * nw eas OY” 
N * 
4 Fax LE : 
* * 
; * 
\ 8 * * 8 
7 
3 
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ae remnant of Iſrael. up Fer as there) vu 


: which he will hs Gaved, ke his prayer 4 | f 
therefore commands them to ſhout and pray, ' | 


and ſay, O Lox, fave thy people : and then 
the Loxp will fave. them: as the Prophet 
Daniel ue, (Kii 1.) 4 And there ſhall be i 
a time of trouble, ſuch as never was ſince | 


* 


ed. „He therefore aſſures them, that imme - 
diately after this, God will bring the ten | 


& 9. * Behold, I will bring them from the 
north country, and will gather them from 


the extremities of the earth: among tha g 
the blind and the lame, the woman | with 


child, and ſhe that travaileth together: A 
great company ſhall they return together. 


With weeping ſhall they come, and amidſt 
ſupplications will J lead them: I will con- 
duct them to ſtreams of water, in a ſtraight 
way, wherein they ſhall not ſtumble: for] 1 
am a father to Iſrael, and r is-my | | 


1 


1 | 
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d and lame the Prophet 


By © the blin 
ſhews that they will then be poor, 


and miſerable: and that the troubles and af- 


flictions, near the time of the redemption, 
will be ſo great that they will come weep- 
ing, crying, and making ſupplication to God, 

to deliver them from their oppreſſors; and 


to conduct them to the goodly land: and | 


which he promiſes'to do; becauſe he is a fa- 


ther unto Iſrael, and Ephraim is his firſt born, 
This denotes, that the former love which 


God bore to them, was not extinguiſh- 


ed; (ee ver. 3.) but operated as the mo- 


tive of God's returning favour to Iſrael. 
And, as the great length of time, that the 
ten tribes will have remained in captivity, (it 
being now already upwards of two thouſand: 
three hundred years) will be the cauſe of their 
being forgotten and loſt among the nations; 
the Prophet in the ſucceeding ſentence, makes 
proclamation concerning them. Hear the 


word of the Lox p, O ye nations, and declare 


it in the diſtant iſlands, and ſay, He that 
ſcattered Iſrael will gather him, and guard 
him, as a ſhepherd (doth) his flock.” Ye 
(ſpeaking to the nations) are not to imagine · 


that becauſe they : are thus long i in captivity, 5 
vor III. & 


8 


x 


— 


ble, that they ſhould thus icontingie beth 


God by ifrael. - 


. redemption ; ver. 11th. | For the L 
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that Go. -hath forſaken them; or that it 
Was the p power of Sennacherib ſolely that Luis 
ried them captive: or that ye, by your po w-. 
er, have kept them thus long in e 
no: the caſe is not ſo: but it was the Lo 
that ſcattered Iſiael; and he himſelf; will 
gather him: for he maketh ſore, and bind; „ 
eth up; he woundeth, and his hands heal, 
And as a proof of this, he ſhews their pibe 
ſervation during this long and dreadful: ap- 
tivity: for how could it otherwiſe be poſſi⸗ 


many centuries in captivity, and not he lol 7 | 
or mingled with the other nations, as al- | 
ready mentioned in the courſe of this: work; I 
(See Vol. Iſt. p. 17. &c. ) if it had not been 
for his remarkably providential care of them 
and which is beautifully expreſſed, by | 
ſhepherd: 8 guarding his flock: for as he 
ſhepherd ſometimes lets his flock go at large; 
and at other times gathers thee in: e does 


The Prophet proceeds to FI of: thei : 4 
hath redeemed Jacob, and ranſomed him 
from a hand too ſtrong for him.” And, 48 


ab the reign of the wage of Ifacl, they 


* 


— 


lb ( 1:1 


were prevented from going up to Jeruſalem, 
for fear, that they would return to the ſub- 


12th, informs them, that at the future re- 
demption it will not be ſo; for they ſhall 


no more offer their facrifices before the gold- 
en calves : But they ſhall come, and ſhall 


more experience want, or famine, as was the. 


phet Amos ſays, (iv. 6—7.) And more- 


places: And moreover I have withholden 


from you the rain, &c. And therefore, he 


ſays, And they ſhall flock together to the 


young men and old men together; for I will 


5 
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jection of the kings of Judah he in verſe ; 


ſhout in the height of Zion” ; And which 
denotes the temple at- Jena He alſo 
farther informs them, that they ſhall no 


caſe when they were wicked; as the Pro- : 


over I have given you cleanneſs of teeth in 
all your cities, and want of bread in all your 


good (things) of the Log, for corn, and 
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of 
the flock, and of the herd; and their ſoul | 
ſhall be as a well watered garden, and they 
ſhall not pine for hunger any more. Then 
ſhall the virgin rejoice in the dance, and the 


turn their mourning into joy; I will alſo 
„ X ö 2 eolnde: 


n 
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comfort g and take. them rejoice = q 
their ſorrow.” 1 


gifts of the offerings &c. but at the teſtoꝶs 


mother of Joſeph, and Benjamin, (who was 


In verſe 14th, the e oaks of the | 
Priefts.. And I will ſatiate the ſoul of the - | 
Prieſts with fatneſs, and my people ſhall be 


ſatisfied with my goodneſs, faith the Lon.“ 3 
| For during the captivity, while the temple 


lay deſolate, the prieſts were deprived of the 


tion, they will be ſatiated with the gifts. of 4 
the rich offerings that will be brought to the 
houſe of God from all parts, as the Prophet 


Iſaiah ſays (lx. 7.) All the flocks of Ke- 
dar ſhall be gathered unto thee ; unto! thee 


ſhall the rams of Nebaioth miniſter,” & 
In verſe I 5th, the Prophet in a moſt beau» _ 
tiful- poetick figure, repreſents Rachel, ts 


buried near Ramah, a city of Benjamin) 
as coming out of her grave, and bitterly 9 I 
menting the loſs of her children; they be- 
ing all either ſlain, or gone into exile. Thus 


| faith the Lox p; A voice hath been head 


in Ramab, a lamentation of moſt bitter weep- 


ing ; Rachel weeping for her children; 3 hook : 


refuſeth to be comforted for her cl 
beeauſe he (is) mat.” 7 


R 


-% 5 
7 
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The reader will obſerve, that in/ this 
tranſlation, I have differed from the com-. 
mon tranſlation of the Bible: in making uſe 
of the ſingular pronoun be, inſtead of they & 
but I muſt inform him, that it is ſtrictly con - 
formable to the Hebrew word made uſe of 
by the Prophet; N. And which was done, 
in order to diſtinguiſh the difference in the 
bitter lamentation that Rachel made for the 
loſs of her children. It is well known, that 
on the diviſion of the kingdom“, in the days 
of Rehoboam, Joſeph and Benjamin were di- 
vided : for the two ſons of Joſeph, Ephraim 
and Manaſſeh, belonged to the kingdom 
of Iſrael; but Benjamin remained with Ju- 
dah 1. Now, it is likewiſe well known, 
that the children of Joſeph, viz, the tribes: 
of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, were part of the 
ten tribes, that were carried captive into Aſ- 
lyria, and were 4 placed in Halah and in 
Habor by the river Gozen, and in the ei- 
ties of the Medes: and who never returned 
to the ſecond 1 : nor do we know to 


wy. ; Kin? xii. 16. * 
t Ibid. 21. 7 
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this day, ons they are, or wet is * 
of them. As to the tribe of Benjamin, we 
know that it was carried captive to Babylon 


with Judah; that it returned to the ſecond- | 


temple, and was.again carried captive at the 


deſtruction of the ſecond temple: and we 


alſo know that it at preſent exiſts, the fame 
as the tribe of Judah. The Prophet there. | 
fore, repreſents Rachel weeping for her | 


8 children; becauſe they were carried captive: 


and which denotes the tribe of Benjamin, 


But her greateſt affliction, is for the tribe of 4 
_ Joſeph ; becauſe be 7s not: becauſe he did | 


not return to the ſecond temple ; ; nor does 
ſhe know any thing of him: and rg 
the Prophet ſays, ſhe refuſeth to be com- 
forted for her children, becauſe he (is) not: 
i. e. Joſeph, her eldeſt ſon, This is the rea · 


ſon, that the Prophet made uſe of the ſingu- 


lar pronoun WR and which alſo accounts 


for the ee of Wan- * for her chil- 


den 3 


This repetition, Dr. Wane] in his neu | Tranſl 


tion of Jeremiah, has rejected with much contempr, as he ſays, 
it carries internal marks of interpolation, being not only ſu- 


perfluous, but rather perplexing the ſenſe, and loading the 
metre,” But, had he been fully acquainted with the ſacred 
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dren ; becauſe ſhe lamented the. loſs of both 
her children: but her grief was far more 
piercing for Joſeph 3 and therefore ſne re- 
fuſed to be comforted ; becauſe he was not. 
And for this reaſon, ſhe received diſtin 
anſwers from Bos, Goes each of her 


1 ſo aer in its | idiom from: all others; elected 
ly, the prophetic part; (into the ſpirit of which, he was by 
no means able to enter) he would not have decided fo haſtily 
on the word of God; contraiy to all the Hebrew printed Bi- 
bles; the Hebrew commentators ; the Chaldee Paraphraſt, and 
the received reading, All which, according to the explanati - 
on here given, perfectly agree with the accent affixed under 
the firſt y and which ſhews that here is a pauſe; and 
that 7 MN She refuſeth, reads downwards : which makes the 
whole read ſmooth, beautiful, and affecting; without the leaſt | 
ſuperfluity, or perplexity. But forſooth, it loaded the Rev. 
Gentlemen's Metre; ay, there is the rud. This i is an un- 
pardonable crime in the preſent Hebrew printed text: it js 
like the fin againſt the holy ghoſt, never to be forgiven by the 
Metrical Tranſlators of the Bible: and which is owing to their 
treating the Prophets . as Poets, as writers of verſe; than 
which, nothing can be falſer; as I ſhall ſhew in the fu- 
ture publication, ſo often alluded to in this work. 
Since writing the preceding note, I chanced to look into 
the appendix of Dr. Blaney's Tranſlation; and there I find 
that Arch Biſhop Secker ſeemed to differ widely from the 
Dr. on this ſubje& : for he obſerves, ** There is an emphaſis _ 
in the repetition of the en rr. So e pe 
. 14. J. 8,” 


Fratrem mærentis, rapto de os dolentis 
Inſolabiliter, 


child- . 
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8 Thus faith the Lon p, Refrain thy E 
fram weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for | 
thy work ſhall have a reward, ' faith the 


redemption. SY ot 4. 


ment better inſtructed, I thus offer up my 
_ prayer, © Turn thou me, and I ſhall de turn 
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ade And! firſt of Benjamin 3 * 7 1 


Lok p, and hey. ſhall return from the land 
of the enemy: That is, from 'Babylon, 


And, although PER ſhould go into captivity | 
again; yet ſhall they i in the end tetürh to 


their Own. land : verſe 17th. 7 « There 163 al- 4 


ſo hope in thy latter end, Gith the Lonp, 
and ( thy) children ſhall return unto their I 


own border.” This is 6 {pol & 


Having thus anfwered a cone deen 


Benjamin; the Prophet now proceeds, to 
give her an anſwer concerning - Joſeph, yer. 


18.--19. 1 have fyrely heard Ephraim 
lamenting himſelf (thus 3) Thou didſt chaſ· 
tiſe me, and I was chaſtiſed, like a ſteer not 
broken: And being now by this chaſtiſe- f 


ed; for thou (art) the Loxp my God. Sutely 
after that I was turned, 1 repented, and after 
that 1 was inſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh; 


I was aſhamed, and alſo confounded, becauſe I 
Tdid bear the . of my youth.” f | 


hag 


* 4 


— 


x 7 Ps 17 
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received reproach on reproach: for the is. 
conduct of my carlier days hath fixed a blot 
upon my character, and ſubjected me to te- 
proach; and therefore, when my preſent ſins 


are noticed, thoſe of my youth, are alſo re- 
membered; and I thus receive a double re- 


proach; being accounted as one hardened in 


ſin from his earlieſt youth. And as be was 
thus truly penitent, by a thorough confeflion, , 
and ſincere repentance; the Lok ſays, verſe 


20th. Is (not) Ephraim my precious ſon ? 
Is he (not) my darling child? That is, thou 
ſhalt no more be reproached for the ſinsathat 


thou haſt eommitted in thy mature ears, nor 


ſhalt thou bear the reproach of thy youth, 
for thou art my pteci 
thou waſt grown up, and hadſt arrived to 


man s eſtate; then waſt thou a ſon dear to 


u waſt a little child. 


And When 


_ waſt thou a fondly : beloved child: 
Whetefore, whenever I ſpeak. of him, I do 
earneſtly. remember him ſtill; It is che 


love I bear him, that 1 remember: and not 


his fins: «Therefore my bowels are moved 


for him; I will ſurely have merey upon him, 
faith the Loxp.” And the conſequence of 


this love is, that I will cauſe him to return - 
Vol. I YE from. 


s ſon : that is, when | 
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from exptiviy.; and will gather in his dig. 4 
perſed ; and therefore addreſſing thoſe of the | 
kingdom of Iſrael, he deſires them to ſet up 
way marks, that they may again know the | 
way back; for by the ſame way that they | 
went, they are to return; as in verſe 21ſt. 
c Set thee up way marks, place thee high 
poles; ſet thine heart toward the highw]- , 
(even) the way thou wenteſt; (for thereby 2 
ſhalt thou) return, O virgin of Tana hon 
ſhalt) return to theſe thy cities. e * 
the ten tribes were to continue ſuch a 
time in captivity, he ſays verſe 22d. % Ho 
long wilt thou move about, O * 10 
{liding daughter? for the Lozp hath created 
a new thing in the carth, a woman ſhallic 


W 


to turn about a man. By this figure, the 


Prophet exhorts the nation not to deſpair of 


their redemption, on. account of the ſuperior 


ſtrength of her enemies, who might be. in- 
duced to oppoſe her deliyerance; for dhe 
God would fo far interpoſe in her behalf, a 


to * create a new thing,” that is, that ſhe, 
vvho during the captivity, was as a poor weak 
woman, ſhould “ cauſe to turn about, ” 


on Tür Ferie oy 
fhould vanquiſh, Or put to the rout, A man?; 178 
that i is, the nations who had hitherto oppreſſ- i 
ed her; or who ſhould' oppoſe her deliver= 
ince ; all theſe, ſhe ſhould put to the rout, 
and make them fly before her; and which is the 
real ſenſe of IN ſhall cauſe to turn about 
for they will turn away, and flee before her, 
as thoſe that turn about, and run away in 
battle. And here, I cannot help taking no- 
tice of the abſurdity of the opinion of thoſs 
| Commentators, | who underſtand theſe words 
to relate to the miraculous conception of the 
virgin Mary without the operation of man: 
foͤr tlie text cannot by any fair conſtruction 
whatever, be brought to imply any ſuch 
thing. Indeed, this opinion is fo barefaced a 
perverſion of the text from its true meaning, 
that Jam not in the leaſt furpriſed at a learn- 
ed Chriſtian's determined oppoſition to it: 
and I muſt candidly atknowledge, that his 
impartiallity does him great honour. I ſhall 
give his ſentiments on this ſubject in his 
Sun words „ as a confutation of the fooliſn | 


* Man is called n. Gever, a being the 1 
ſex; as alſo having * and might over the reſt of the crea" 


tions : 
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. * DISSERTATIONS _ 
and abſurd hypotheſis. I cannot” 1 
Dr. Blaney in his notes on this paſſage i in 


Jeremiah, * at any rate concur in opinion 
with thoſe Commentators, who underſtand 


| theſe words to relate to the miraculous con- 


ception of the Virgin Mary without the ope- 
ration of Man. They ſurely cannot by any 
conſtruction be brought to imply any ſuch 
thing. Admitting that the word 3301 
may ſignif y. ſpall encompaſs or comprehend i in 

the womb, and that 322, inſtead of an adult or 3 
 firong man, may alſo ſignify a male child; yes 
the words all together will till import no | 
more, than that a woman ſhall concerve, ot em- 
tain, a male child. But this, it will be ſaid, 
is nothing new or extraordinary. I grant it 
is not, and therefore have reaſon to preſume © 
that this is not the ſenſe intended — But 
the verb 33D fignifies 2% zurn about, and con- 


ſequen tly in Hiphil or Pihel may ſignify, to 
.cauſe to turn about, that is, to repiiſe, or put 


to the rout, an oppoſing adverſary, But to 
do this implies a prevalency over him. A- 
gain, there is a manifeſt oppoſition between 
Napa a woman, one of the feeble ſex, and N 


which ſignifies not ſimply à man, but a niigh- 


ty man, a hero, or warrior. And therefore, | 
h ND 2 W . | A 


ON THE PROPHECIES: | 176 
A woman ſhall put to the rout, or repugſe, a | 
ſtrong man, may by. à proverbial form of 

ſpcech denote, The weaker ſhall prevail over the - 
e, Now this, it muſt be confeſſed, is 
in itſelf new and unuſual, and contrary to the 
ordinary courſe of nature; but then it is aſ- 

crided to the interpoſing power of God, who 


is ſaid therein to ** create a new thing,” or 


in other words, to work a miracle. The 
connexion of this ſenſe with the context is 
eaſy to be explained. The virgin of Iſrael 
is exhorted not to turn aſide, or to decline 
the invitation given her to return, as ſhe 
might, perhaps be diſpoſed to do, through 
dread of the. power of enemies, who would 
Are, her deliverance. For her encourage 
ment ſhe is told, that ſhe had no reaſon to 
be „ of the ſuperior ſtrength of a- 
ny enemies, ſince God would work a miracle 
in her favour, and enable her, though appa- 
rently weaker, to overcome and prevail a- 
gainſt all their oppoſition. See ver. 11. — 
Buy women weak and feeble perſons are fre- 
quently deſigned; fee Ch. I. 37. Ii. 3. Iſai. 
xix. 16.“ This reaſoning is pins and re- 
quires no Comment. 

1. return e Prophet having thus 
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„ Stoerwtdrigos „N 


feſs of the nation, that it awakened him. 


weben of the" redemption of the ten kunde 1 5 


Called the Kingdom, or houſe of Iſrael; pro- 


ceeds to ſpeak of the reſtoration of the king- 3 


dom of Judah, ver. 24. 24. Kc. Thur 
faith the Lon p of hoſts, the God of Ifrael = 
again ſhall they uſe*® this ſpeech in the land 


6f Judah; and in the cities thereof, when E 


hall turn their captivity; The Lorp- bleſs 


thee, © habitation of Juſtice, O mountain 
of holineſs. And' Judah ſhalt dwell'mix6 
and in all his cities together; huſbandnien, 


and they that go about with flocks: Por 1 


| Have refreſhed the weary foul, and every foul | 


that ſorrowed (for hunger) hate 1 filled. 4k 
In theſe verſes, the Prophet ſpeaks of their 
future happineſs, both ſpititual and tempo- 


ral: and alſo informs us, that he'faw this in 
a viſion, in a dream of the night; as in verſt 


26th. Hereupon I awoke, and'faw ;' and 
my ſleep was pleaſing anto me.” For he 


was ſo violently affected with the ſenſations 


of joy, on the pleaſing proſpect of the happi- 


* Heb. They ſhall ſay. 5 | 
F Heb. Word. 


+ "> ; S ; Xe 


Rs 


oN THE. pROPuEECILE „ 
Here ends the anch part of the Propher 
cy; 

"We no now. 3 to the third. 1 of the | 

prophecy z viz, the union. of the kingdoms 
of Iſrael and Judah; for as he had beſorg 
ſpoken of them ſeperately, he now ſpeaks of 
them conjointly ; ver. 27th, * Behold the 
days come, ſaith the Lon, that I will ſow 
the houſe of Iſrael, and the houſe of Judah, 
with the ſeed of man, and with the ſeed of 
beaſt. ” The Prophet here ſhews, that they 
will multiply exceedingly ;. as is the caſe of 
a ſingle grain of corn, which when ſown 
produces a great number; ſo will the bleſſ- 

ing of increaſe be with them; and not only 
with them, but with their cattle alſo; agree- 
able to what Moſes ſays*, * Bleſſed ſhall be 
the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle &c, 
For as the puniſhments that had been de- 
nounced againſt them for their diſobedience, 
had by God's ſpecial providence been 
brought on them to the full; ſo will . 
at the time of the redemption, enjoy the 
bleflings to exceſs: and therefore, he lays, 


„Deut. xxviii. 4. 


verſe - 


s DISSERTATIONS © 1 

verſa 58th. ** And it all be, (chat) at 
have watched over them, to pluck up, and 
: to Poa down, and to bn and 0 


ver chem, to build, and to plant Git the 
Lok Dp. 
| In verſe 2006," the Prophc tally? notice 
of the parable made uſe of by the nation du- 
ring the captivity. ** In thoſe days they | 
| ſhall no more fay, the fathers have eaten a 

| ſour grape, and the children's teeth ſhall be 
ſet on edge. But every man ſhall die in his 
own iniquity ; every man that hath. een 
the ſour grape, his teeth ſhall be ſet on edge“ 
The generality of Commentators have been 
of opinion, that this proverbial expreſſion 
denotes, that in thoſe future times, of which 
the Prophet was ſpeaking, the, children 
ſhould not be puniſhed for the firis of their 
fathers, as they were heretofore. To this 
opinion, I can by no means aſſent ; for that 
part of Scripture, on which it is founded, 
Exod. xx. 5. & Deut. v. 9. where it is ſaid, 
that, God viſiteth the fins of the fathers | 
upon the children ;” is meant of the fin of 
idolatry only : and when the children are al- 


fo guilty of the ſaid crime ; then are the fins | 


oN THE PROPHECIES.' 0 
of the fathers and thoſe of the children join- 
ed together, and they are puniſhed accor- 
dingly “. But this, it is manifeſt cannot ap- 
ply to the times of the Meſſiah; for then, 
the ſin of idolatry will be unknown : but 
the true ſenſe of the expreſſion is, that the 
nation now in captivity exclaims, Our fa« 
thers have ſinned, but they (are) no more; 
and we have borne (the puniſhment of) their 
iniquities. For on account of the ſin of 
 idolatty, which our fathers were guilty of 
during the continuance of the firſt temple, 
they were carried captive ] and the children 
which they have begotten, have remained 
in it; and therefore, they made uſe of that 
_ proverbial expreſſion; (Ezek. xviii. 2) The 
fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the child- 
ren's teeth are {et on edge. But at the fu- 
ture Ms it will not be o 15 e 


5 ——:: . 
nothing leſs than high treaſon againſt the majeſty of God z 
eſpecially while the theocracy ſubſiſted; it therefore was 
guarded againſt by the ſevereſt penalties, under a diſpenſation 
expreſsly appointed to preſerve the Iſraelites from the general 
taint of idolatry, and to maintain and propogate the know- 
ledge of the Bae true God. | | 
| + Lament. v. 5 ag 
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180 FF 1 15 
the earth will be full of the knowledge a f 


the Lok p; as he will circumcile their 


ſo that i in lieu of their fathers being ae 


into captivity, they will enjoy the redemp- | 
tion and ſalvation of the Lok 3 they there- 
fore, will not ſay any more, that they have 


borne the iniquities of their fathers becauſe 
they will have been redeemed Parts 


en 
tivity wherein their fathers iniquity had 
brought them: and they will then ſay, be- 


very man ſhall die for his own iniquity ;” 


whence it is clear, that the Prophet ſpoke of 


their paſt condition ; not of their future; for 


after their redemption, they will no more 
fall into ſin; as the Prophet ſays immediately 
after, ver. 31ſt. &c. *Behold, the days cc 
_ faith the Lon p, that I will make with he ; 


houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah, 
venant that I made with their fathers, in the 


day that l took them by the hand, to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt; which co- 


venant of mine they violated, although I was 
an huſband unto them, faith the LoD. But 
this (ſhall be) the covenant which 1will | 
make with the houſe of Iſrael ; after thoſe 


days, lain the Lok D, I will put my; law in- 
to 


* 


a new covenant : Not according to the co- 


oN THE PROPHEOIES. oh 


to their inward parts, and upon their heart 
will 1 write it ;” This properly denotes. the 
Law which he had aforetime given to Moſes: 
but by no raeans does it imply a new law, 
as ſome have erroneouſly imagined; but only 
a new covenant : and the immediate conſe- 
quence of that covenant will be, that the law | 
which he had given them of old, will be fix- 
ed in their inward parts, and written upon 
their hearts: and which is the reaſon, that 
the Prophet made uſe of the verb n in the 
preter tenſe, (which if Dr. Blaney had been 
able to have comprehended ; he would not 
have had the' trouble to have written, nor 
his readers that of reading a long note, about 1 05 
the ſixteen or ſeventeen MSS. that have pre- 
fix) converſive.— and his conjecture about 
ng inſtead of 'NIM) I have given; becauſe 
the law had been given of old; but by the 
new covenant, that law would be in their 
hearts; ſo that they ſhould not ſwerve from 
the due performance thereof, as they did 
heretofore : then will that union take place, 
which the Prophet ſpeaks of in the latter 
member of the verſe, * And I will be- 
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mankind in the knowledge of their 
God; as this knowledge will be a as nord 8 
to them, as the firſt principles inherent in 
man. He allo informs us, that this will not 
be on account of the fear of puniſhment o: 


don their iniquity, and not remember t 


. I 


ſin; but that the real cauſe of the fear and 


no one will be able to entertain 
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ps ee - DISSERTATIONS /- © 1 
Their! bn, God, and N ſhell be : my. +'peo. | 


The Praphet i in aw” any 1 | Is; 
that there will then be no neceſſity to h 


what they had done; for that he wouldpar: 


knowledge of God, being ſo firmly fixed in 
the hearts of men, would be on account of 
the great and ſtu pendous miracles which. will 
then be wrought in their fight: and. of which, | 
doubt. And they ſhall. not 1 any 
more, every man his neighbour, and eve * 
man his brother, ſaying, Know ye the Lohn 
for they ſhall all know me, from. the leait 


of them, unto the greateſt of them, ſaith the 


Lokp; for I will pardon their ini and 


their fin will I remember no more. 1 FI 


4 8 
* £ if " 
1 55 . 8 
. 872 
5 
3 % 


* Heb. A J will be unto them ek God. 
13 * Aud hey ſha} be unto me — a . 


"The 


ON "THE \PROPHECIES, 16 
The Prophet then proceeds to ſnew that 
: notwith ſtanding all the ſufferings of the na- 
tion, yet ſhould they never ceaſe to be a na» 

tion: they never ſhould be mingled with, and 

loſt, or ſwallowed up among the nations; 
” y ſhall continue to exiſt as a diſtinct nati- 

1; ver. 35. 36. & 37. Thus faith the 
1 who hath appointed the ſun for a 
light by day, the ſtated order of the moon 
and ſtars for a light by night; who quieteth .. 

the ſea, when the waves thereof roar; the 
Lok p of hoſts (is) his name : If theſe ordi- 
nances ſhall depart from before me, ſaith the 
LorD; (then) ſhall the ſeed of Iſrael alſo ceaſe 
from being a nation before me for ever. Thus 


faith the Lok p, if the heavens above can be 


meaſured, or the foundations of the earth be- 
neath be traced out; then will I alfo reject the 
whole ſeed of Iſrael, becauſe. of all that they 
have done faith the Logp.” This predicti- 
on, which hath been fo fully, and fo com- 
_ pletely accomplithed, is a ſtanding miracle 
to this very day, of the truth and verity of the 
word of God, delivered by the mouth of his 
Prophet; for although it is upwards of ſe- 
venteen hundred years fince they have been 


driven out of their own country, and ſcatter- 
| . 


17.— 18. &c. 


according to the ſame chrondſogy 55 56. it is plain that up- 
wards of two thouſand two hundred years have clapſednce 


ver it, till the latter part ot his n. | 


184 | DISSERTATIONS. 5 
ed in all parts, where they have fu ere din 
numerable maſſacres and perſecutions (as al- 
ready mentioned i in the courſe of this works) 5 
ſuch as no nation ever ſuffered; yet are theß 
not extinct, but ſtill ſubſiſt as a diſtinct na. 
tion. And now, I fain would aſk the deiſts, 
or modern philoſophers, how'%it- was pollible 
for Jeremiah, who prophelied upwards of 
two and twenty hundred years ago +;'thus to 
expreſs himſelf in ſuch clear and unequivocal 
terms, concerning the Rate of the nation, at 
this very day, as he has done; unleſs he had 
received it from God: from him to whom 
all things are en nen 1 bis . ; 
Amen.. on 9 
I muſt alſo take ah 150 to 5 bes the 
it is ee bee chis Wee that 


0 - . — 4 4. *; 3 
i 


+ 


*. 


„Vol. If. Tntrod. p. 9 and Ibid. Diſlerts! . 


| + Jeremiah v was called to the poste 080 nn | 
the thirteenth year of King Joſiab ; forty years before the de- 
ſtruction of the firſt temple ; which according to the Jewiſh 
chronology, is the year of the world 3298. (See Gans | m 
Tiemach David, fol. 15. 2.) and as the preſent year 1796 is | 


the delivery of this prophecy; allowing that he did por deli- | 


ON THE PROPHECIES. „ 
| God never yet did, nor ever will, reject the 
houſe of Iſrael, as a nation, and take the 
Gentiles in their ſtead, as the generality of 
Chriſtian-writers pretend ; (and which I ſup- 
pole they found on thoſe expreſſions, put in- 


to the mouth of Jeſus, Math. xxi. 42. Mark. 


xii. 10. & Luke xx. 17.) No: no ſuch thing 
ever will take place ; ©* For the Lok p's por- - 
tion (is) his people; Jacob (is) the lot of 
his inheritance *.“ And this prophecy, as 
well as that in chap. xxxiii. 2 5.—26. are the 
cleareſt evidence, that the Jews are never to 
be rejected by God, but to continue his peo- 
ple for ever. 

In ver. 38th. the Prophet gives a h 
tion of the circumference of the new city 
that is to be built on the ſite of Jeruſalem. 
“ Behold, the days come, faith the Logo, 
that the city ſhall be built unto the Lon p, 
from the tower of Hananeel unto the corner 
gate: And the meaſuring line ſhall yet go 
forth over againſt it upon the hill Gareb, and 
ſhall encompaſs Goath ; And the whole val- 
ley of the dead bodies +, and of the aſhes, - 

WE Oe and 
Deut. xxxii . 9. 
+ This certainly was the alley or Riem or 


— 


= _ — — — — . 
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and all the fields unto the brodk Eiben * | 


far as to the angle of the horſe gate caſt. ; 
ward, ſhall be holy to the LoRD: it ſhall not 


be plucked up, neither ſhall it be throun 
down any more for ever.” Fiom the preced| ing 


explanation of this prophecy, the five fol. 
lowing fundamental principles are gedueible. 
Firſt, that the ten tribes, called the kingdom 
of Iſrael, the principal of whom was, E- 


| phraim, ſhould alſo be reſtored at the fature 


redemption, as well as Judah; and which a- 


grees with the fourth principle ene in 
the prophecies of Ifaiah. 


Second, that immediately proculihy the 


redemption; the nations will go up to the 
land of promiſe, in order to conquer Jeruſa- _ 
lem; when God will there take vengeance 

on them: as mentioned ver. 6th. For 


there is yet a day unto the LoxD our God, 


that the deſtroyers upon mount Ephraim 23 


ſhall cry, Ariſe, and let us go up to Zion.” 


And which oo with the ſecond roy 
of Ifaiah. 


Third, that the viſible ſymbol of the She 


the valley of 1 where all the aſhes ne due was 
earr ied to, after Joſiah had defiled i TT: 
| | "ahi, 


* 


* 


on TAE PROPHEOIES., . 17 
chinab, or divine preſence, and the ſpirit of : 
prophecy, will be again reſtored to Jeruſa- e 
lem; as is ſaid. verſe 23d. The Lonp EC. 
bleſs thee, O habitation of Juſtice, O moun- | 
tain of holineſs.” And which ow Fm = 
the eighth principle of Iſaiah. | 8 
Fourth, that after the Se redcmpties; TH 
they will not go into captivity any more; for 
that God will circumciſe their heart; and : 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of tze 
Loxp. And which agrees with the 9 55 I 
and eleventh principles of Iſaiah. -+ = 8 
Fifth, that Jeruſalem will be Ane en- „ 
larged in circumference: and which is an 5 
addition to what the Prophet Iſaiah had pro-; 
phecied concerning the future bee gre e 
and happineſs of the nation. | 
| He has alſo ſhewn in this prophecy; that 
God will never caſt off, nor reject the ſeed of 
Iſrae]!; and which agrees with what our Le- 
gillator Moſes foretold upwards of three 
thouſand years ago, And yet for all that, 
when they be in the land of their enemies, I 
will not caſt them away, neither will I ab- 
hor them, to deſtroy them utterly, and to 
break my covenant with them; for I (am) 
the Loxp their God &c. (dent xxvi. 
Vol. II. | OR”. a f . 44.) 


e + DISSERTATIONS —_ 
44.) ed in his prophetic Poem» e hath | 
alſo clearly pointed out to us the mere o 
50d in the preſervation of the nation; C 
ſhewn in Vol. Iſt. page 21. &c. hi 
hath been ſo exactly accomplithed to this wn 
ry day, that we cannot but n 
one of the moſt ſignal and uſtriou gs goon : 
Divine Providence. And yet, Deiſts * and 
modern philoſophers, ſcruple not to call No- 
ſes and the Prophets liars and impoſtors; 
When ] thus ſee infidelity ſtalking abb : 
open day, I am loſt in amazement and won- 
der, at the depravity-of human nature, that 
can ſhut its eyes againſt the conviction 7 
truth: againſt what we all know to b be true, 
and are ourſelves eye witneſſes: of; I mn 
the preſervation, of an handful of people, 
ſcattered all over the face of the globe, and 
perſecuted by both kings and people : b)) 
Heathens, Chriſtians, and Mahometans, who | 
all have conſpired. to ruin and extirpate this 
nation; and yet have not been able to effect 
it. For this, it is impoſſible for human wiſ 
we to aſſign an adequate cauſe z but tha i , 
is the will of God, who ee ora and J 


8 


3? > 
=}. 4 


. Bei Thomas Paine” 5 age of Reaſon part 11. O'S 
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preſerves them for the great end of their re · 
demption *. ſalvation, by the hands of the 
true Meſſiah, according to the promiſes de- 
livered b y the: mouths of his ſervants the Pros 5 
N oy: 
I mud; now tt ee none "Py OW 7 
forementioned fundamental principles con- 
_ tained in this prophecy, have hitherto been 
| accompliſhed : not at their return from Ba- 
bylon; for thoſe that returned from Baby= 
lon, were the people of Judah only, who had 
been carried captive by Nebuchadnezzar: 4 
but here the Prophet tells us, that not-only 
the captivity of Judah ſhould be reſtored, but... 
the captivity of lſrael alſo; meaning the ten 
| tribes that were carried away long before, by 
Shalmaneſer king of Aſſyria, and who ſtill 
remain in that captivity; having never re- 
| turned to their own land, when thoſe that 
were captive in Babylon went up; and which 
were only a feè of Judah and Benjamin, and 
ſuch as fell to them, and thoſe not of the 
moſt reſpectable. But according to the terms 
of this prophecy, we are entitled to expect, 
not a partial, but a complete and univerſal 
reſtoration of both the kingdoms of Iſrael 
eee . 
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| preſence. to 'the temple. Again, it is well 
known, that the circumference of the cit 


of Jeruſalem that was built when they te 


> 


of by the Prophet. Moreover, it is 
ed, that after this reſtoration, they 


any more. And that * they ſhould not 


teach any more, every man his neighbour, 


2 eee Loxp; for they ſhall all know me, 
from the. leaſt of them, unto the g 


But, it is well known, that during 


the ſecond temple, they were ſo far from be- 


ing thus filled with the knowledge of the 
Lon, that they were extremely. wicked; 
and which wickedneſs, was the cauſe _ 


Jeruſalem and the temple were p. 
and thrown down by the Romans; and 1 


were carried into this long and dreadful cap- 


tivity, where they haye continued tos 


- 


Al Ins it is FIG that theſe great and 


piss ERTAT¹TIo os 
and Toy ; when God will munis ns I 
ſelf, as aforetime, by the return of his deins 


turned from Babylon, did not by any means 3 
accord with the deſcription here given there. | 


not go into captivity more; neither ſhould | 
Jeruſalem be plucked up, nor thrown down 


ateſbof 


day; without either king or prince, From | 


Wo: ; 
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glorious promiſes were not fulfilled at theip 
return from Babylon. And, it is equally 
clear from the aforeſaid reaſons, that they ne- 
ver were accompliſhed by, or in the perſon 
of Jeſus ; whence it is manifeſt, that they 1e- 
main to be TIA by the hands of you 
true Meſſiah. 5 
As to what che generality of Chriſtian | 
Writers aſſert, that it denotes the ſpiritual call 
of the Gentiles at the coming of Chriſt ; is 
futile, and highly fallacious ; becauſe, the 
Prophet ſays, verſe gth, that thoſe that are 
to be redeemed, are of the kingdom of Iſrael ; 
emphatically, ſtiled Ephraim; becauſe their 


firſt king / Feroboam was of that tribe. And 


are thoſe that are to be gathered; ver. 1oth. 


He that ſcattered Iſrael will gather him.” 
Whence it is clear to demonſtration, that 
theſe promiſes cannot at any rate be applied _ 
to the Gentiles, ne never went into uy L 
ſuch captivity. | | 
The fifth gba commences - . 
zöth, chapter xxxii, and is continued to verſe 
41ſt, of the ſame. 
The ſubject of this . is to Nader 1 
of the complete reſtoration of the n nation i 
the 


ow — foe. 


192 8 DISSERTATIONS | 2 
the on aye 3 when they are to 1 v 4 b 
ire and undiſturbed pofteſfen of the lay 


a — p 
+ CE LE LEE ES — PEITTENEE ER Sram om ts 
— —— af 3 —_ . . 


andy. pre ce 
ken of the deſtruction of Jeruſ le 


28th.) * Behold I am (about) giving 


for ever; and are never to be removed fir 


Its. or be carried: i mL 4 eee PR gs . 


this city into the hand of the Cha 


and into the hand of N wren | 


thn Chaldeans that Agnt a 118 8 1 
Mall enter, and ſhall ſet this city on fire, 


&c. For becauſe of mine anger, and be- 


cauſe of mine indignation, hath. this city been 


to me, from the day that they built it, even 


unto this day, to remove it from before my * Ü 


though it was to be given into the handg'of | 


Nebuchadnezzar, yet was it not to be given 


to him abſolutely, for ever, but only fors 
time ; and which is, „ becauſe of all he 


wickedneſs of the children of Iſrael; and the 


children of Judah, which they have commits } 
ted to provoke me to anger, ber. But as 
their wickedneſs will not continue for ever; | 


as there n come a time, when ſhall ; 


> 
4 
4 


ding pars: of the chaten ſpo 
„ (verſe 
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my people together, and will cauſe them to 
return to this place, to Jeruſalem; where 
they ſhall dwell in ſafety, and L will no long 
er hide my face from them, but they ſhall be 
my People ; becauſe they will then mend 
their ways, and wil! not do as they do at pre- 

ſent; as the Prophet ſays ver. 30th. And 
now therefore thus faith the Log D God of 
Iſrael, concerning this city, of which ye ſay, 
It is delivered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon by (the) ſword, and by famine, and 
by peſtilence; Behold, I will gather them 
out of all the countries whither | have driv- 
en them in mine anger, and in mine indigna- 


here makes uſe of three terms, to denote the 
three different captivities ; for in mine an- 
ger,” denotes the captivity of the ten tribes : 


Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar ; and in 
great wrath,” the preſent captivity, which is 
great and dreadful indeed : and concerning 
which he ſays, And I will bring them 
again unto this place, and I will cauſe them to 
dwell ſecurely.” I By which, he ſhews that 
they are not to go into captivity any more; 
but are to dwell in peace and ſecurity. And 
| 85 N this 


tion, and in great wrath: The Prophet Fl 


ein mine indignation, the deſtruction of 
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this will buy becauſe, * They ſhall 8 3 
people, and I will be their God.” For then, 
there will be no ſtrange god's among them ; 


1 will give them one heart and one w 


X nnn . 
i Th) | # Ty 22 * 5 
: 8 7 
* 89 * 
\ 2 ) | i Bs : 
d 4 * = 
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but they will worſhip the Lon p in ſincerity 


and truth, and will no more return to ſin: 


and although the hearts of men differ greatly 
in their affections, appetites, and paſſions ; 


- yet in regard of their fear and duty to God, 


they will all be then of one mind; and from 


Which, they will never ſwerve: this will be 
effected by the great and ſtupendous mira- - 
cles, that will be wrought in their fight; ef: 


pecially that of the Reſurrection; (as already | 


noticed, Vol. Iſt. p. 195. &c. ) ſo that they I 
will all have but one heart; ver. 39th, « And 


y, W 
fear me continually *, for the good of them, 


and of their e after them.“ And as | 


they will thus be for ever victuous, God will | 
alſo make an everlaſting covenant with them 
for they will then be deſerving of it; as they 
will never depart from him ; verſe goth, 


And I will make an everlaſting covenant 


with them, that I will not turn away from 
chem, to do them good ; and the Jour keg me 


_ Heb, All the ©; for ever. 0 


Rs” * 9 
4 | | #1 
Will 
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will I put into their heart, that they ſhall not 
_ depart from me. And I will rejvice/ over 
them in doing them good, and I will plant 
heart, and with all my ſoul. For the evil 
which God: ſaid he would aeg upon Jeru- 
ſalem, was in his anger, and in his wrath: 
for he * t u not defire the death of the ſinner, 
but that he turn from his evil way, and live. 
But when they are deſerving of his goodneſs, 
then the Lox p rejoiceth in his works; and 
therefore he ſaid, ] will rejoice over them in 
doing them good: Thus alſo ſays Moſes, 
(Deut. xxx. 9.) For the Lond will again 
rejoice over hs for good, as he rejoiced'ovet 
thy fathers.” In like manner, the Prophet 
ſays, And I will plant them in this land, 
aſſuredly with all my heart and with all my 
ſoul.“ Becauſe, when they were in the land 
at other times; they were not planted, ſo as 
to take deep root; as they venere, ae 
tive from it; but at the future redemption: 
they ſhall be planted in truth, ſo as to be- 
come a durable plant, as it is in *my heart, 
and my ſoul.” For they ſhall no more be te- 
moved from. it; nor ever 80 = qoy den 
5 captivity. 5 Opt 118 
Vor. I. B "4 | From, 
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| captivity more: and that God will eiteum- 


Neither can it be ſaid, that they ever e 


"ys rss TATA ons 1 | 


From the preceding explanation of thi 
prophecy, the four following fundamental 
princi fles arch deducible. Firſt, the reaſſem- 


dling of the nation, at the time of their future 


redemption; and which agrees with the thi 
Second, that the ten tribes will alſo return 
at the future redemption ; and which agree: 
with the fourth principle of Iſaiah. ” 
Third, that the conjugal union cs Pit may 


= be allowed the expretiion) of God with the 4 
nation, will again be as aforetime: 'as the 


eir God.“ 


BO 


| —_ I 
F ba chat Ds are never to ol 10 | 


Prophet ſays, And I will bet 


ciſe their heart; and put his 


heart for ever: and dreh ag! 3 1 
a eleventh principle of Iſaiah. | 11 bay, . 
Nov, it is well known 5 5 theſe 


glorious: promiſes were accompliſhedat their 
return from Babylon; for then, their ſituati- 
on was the' reverſe of what is here promiſe : 


fulfilled in the time of Jeſus. Andi 
os be many of time to no pups, to 
'! ſhew 


oN AUR -PROPHBCIES. r 
ſhew the futility and abſurdity of applying 
them to the ſpititualizing ſcheme, of the 
Chriſtian Writers. * Whence it 18 MANIICIT, 
that theſe promiſes remain to.be accompliſh» 
cd at the coming of the true Meſhah..,., > 

The fixth prophecy commences, chapter 
xxxiiid. ver. Iſt. hn continued to the aft 
verſe of the ame... f eee eee 

Verſe 1ſt. A the. mark of thes ORD 
came. to Jeremiah. a ſecond time, whilſt he 

was ſtill confined in the court o of the priſon, 
| faying.” . be erm ſecond time, has 
been variouſly, explained by the different 
commentators ; but without entering into 
the merits of their different opinions, I. hal 
offer what appears to me to be the true ſtate 
the caſe; and which agrees with cheppinion 
of the learned Abarbanal; and 
coincidence; with the F 
chapters. 2M e e 

After the Prophet had 1 ed tl 
phecy (which we have juſt explained) con- 
cerning the future redemption of the nation; 3 
he, in the immediately ſucceeding. ſection, 
ipeaks. of their return from Babylon: | bay- 
ing firſt premiſed thus ver. 42. For thus 
faith the Lon p, As I have brought upon this 


#02, people 


1 
. 4 
Ok 
3 he 8. 
ö * 7 
7 


ed, ver. 37. c. However, dag . f 
e obſerves, they will be viſited in f 


tiviey' in de 
ſecond temple, where they will 
$elds'&ee. ver. 43—44- * And Fed, 
be bought in this land, of which ye fu, 1 
(is) deſolate without man or beaft, D | 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 
ſhall men buy with money, drawing up W# 
. 1 
—— in the cities of the 
try,) and in the cities of the plain, ned tithe 
eities of the fouth ; for I will n 
hve en faith the Loud. 
From the words of the Prophet, iet n 
chat thoſe purchaſes ſhould only be 5* in fle 
Lind of Benjamin, and in the environs of Yen 
 Jedem, and in he FAO and in ce c. 
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plain, andin the cities of the ſouth: All which, 
vas the inheritance of Judah and Benjamin; 
(as may be ſeen in Joſh. xv. 21.33.48. 
& xviii. 28.) and by which, the Prophet in- 
formed us, that tlie tribes of Judah and Ben- 
jamin only, would return from Babylon, to | 
the reſtoration of the ſecond temple ; and 

concerning whom, he fays, I will reverſe 
their captivity.” But that the other tribes 
whom Sennacherib had carried captive would 
not then return. - And, after that God had 
thus revealed to the Prophet the redemption 
from Babylon, in which Judah and Benjamin 


were to return; he in another viſion, ſhew - 


ed him the future reſtoration; when not on- 
ly. Jucakagg Benjamin ſhould return; but 


gdom and houſe of Iſrael alſo. 
4 rißun was 


And 


ACerr ing the future re- 


demption, it ſays, And the word of the 
LoRD came to Jeremiah a ſecond time; be - 
cauſe the future redemption, is the /econd in 
regard to that of Babylon, which is mention- 
ed above. We are alſo informed that he 
_ was (hill confined i in the court of the priſon,” 
thereby indicating that, his condition was 7 
ſimilar to the ſtate of the nation ; for as 
he was confined. many days i in the court of 
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„ - DISSERTATIONS | V 
the g, 0 he received * two vi- 


ſions; the one, of the particular redemption 


of Judah and Benjamin from Babylon; and 
the other, of the general reſtoration of the 
whole nation; | ſo would Iſrael be confine 


in the priſon of the captivity for a long time; 1 
where they would be conſidered as a butt,vr | 


mark to thoot at; And therefore, the Pro- | 
phet made uſe of the term MN the priſn; 1 


becauſe it alſo denotes a Butt or mark to ſhoot 
at, as well a as; 2 85 See Lone Sacre ien, 
Wa zd. | „ 08 $6t rv ae; 
In N ws; ak” Propheriſprakaigh bot 
PATE redemptions. . Thus ſaith the e 
the doer of it,” By the pronoun 1 affix 179, 
the Prophet meant the redemption fem 
Babylon; and which was, as if he had ſaid 
it will not be Cyrus that will do it, but God | 
himſelf; as he will ſtir up his ſpirit to ac- f 
e e it. And of the future redemption, 


The manner in which Fox Chriſtian critics have 
attempted the emendation of this expreſſi jon, (See Blaney's 
Note on this place, in his new Tranflation) which they look 
upon as corrupt, owing to their ignorance of the idiom of the 


Sacred Language, the prophetic part eſpecially, cannot help 


provoking the riſibility of the true Hebraiſt, _ HO IR | 
to cxclæim, Alas, how are the  nughty fallen! EF = 1 


I 
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| the Prophet fays, The Lord formeth it, 
to prepare it, the LokD is his name.” Por 
as the future redemption” will be by far a 
greater miracle than that from Babylon, the 
Prophet pom] as if it try 1 8 prepa- 
ration, | 
And as God bad before S him 
not to pray for them, —xi. 14, & xiv 11. 
And as for thee, pray not for this people, 
neither lift up cry or prayer for them, nei- 
ther intercede with me; for I will not hear 
thee.” He therefore now grants him per- 
miſſion to pray to him, in behalf of the na- 
tion at the time of the future redemption: 
verſe 3d, Call unto me, and I will anſ- 
wer thee, and I will ſhew thee great things, 
and mighty things, which thou knoweſt not. 
For as theſe great and mighty things did not 
concern the redemption from Babylon, of 
which he had ſpoken in the preceding chap- 
ter, he with pop e 012-4 ſaid, which 
thou knoweſt not,” becauſe he had not yet 
ſhewn him the viſion; and therefore proceeds 1 
verſe 4th. * For thus faith the Lox p, the 
God of Iſrael, concerning the houſes of this 
city, and concerning the houſes of the kings 
of Judah, which are thrown down by the 
_ mounts 
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mouts and by the ſword; That are ome 
to fight on the part of the | Chaldeans, and.to f 
fill them with the dead bodies of the men, 3 
whom 1 have flain in mine anger, and in my 


wrath, and upon account of all the wicked- 


neſs of whom TI have hid my face from this 
city. But although God would thus pu- 
niſh them, yet, would he bind fave and 
redeem them, 'verſe 6th. * Behold, I will 
bring it health and cure,” - Thati is, to Jeru- 


ſalem: and concerning Judah, he ſays, And ; 


J will heal them; I will alfo reveal unto 


them abundant peace and truth: And this 
redemption will not be as was the. viſitation | 
of Babylon, when only a part of Judah and 
Benjamin returned; for at the future redemp- 
tion, I will gather both Judah and Iirael; 
and will cleanſe them of all their ſins: ver. 7. 


— $8.  & And I will cauſe the captivity of 


Judah, and the captivity of Iſrael to return; 


and I will build them as at the firſt, And J 


will cleanſe them of all their iniquity, which 
they have been guilty of towards me; and 


Will pardon all their iniquities, which they 


have ſinned againſt me, and which they have 1 


tranſgreſſed againſt me. 


The e then proceeds to ſpeak of the 
great 


ON THE PROPHECIES. ang 
ereat joy and happineſs which the nation will 
then enjoy; for though Jeruſalem at the de- 
ſolation thereof, was ſet apart as unclean*; 
—-her virgins were afflicted, and ſhe herſelf 
was in bitterneſs ;” Yet ſhall it then be far 
otherwiſe: ver. 9. 10. * And it ſhall be 
to me a name of joy, a praiſe, and a glory, 
among all the nations of the earth, which 
ſhall hear of all the good that Ido with them; 
and they ſhall fear and tremble becauſe of all 
the good, and becaule of the proſperity that 
I procure unto it 1. Thus faith the Lok p, 
yet again ſhall be heard in this place, (of) 
which ye ſay, it (is) deſolate without man 
and without beaſt, in'the cities of Judah, and 
in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, (that are) deſo- 
late without man, even without an inhabi- 
tant, and without beaſt ; The voice of Joy, 
and the voice of gladnefs, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the 
voice of them that ſhall fay, Praiſe ye the 
Lokp of hoſts, for the Lok p (is) good, for 
his metcy (endureth) for ever; (and) of them 
that ſhall bring (the ſacrifice of) thankſgiv- 
ing into the houſe of the Los ; for I will 


r, A vagrant. Lament. i, 8. + Jeruſalem. 
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2 % biss kRTATions ; 
reſtore. the captivity of the land as at the 
firſt, faith the Logp.” He alſo informs us 
of the bleſſing that is to attend their ſhe 
and herds, ver. 12.---13- * Thus faith the 
LokD of hoſts, Again ſhall there be in this 
place (that is) deſolate without man and 
without beaſt, and in all the citjes thereof, 
an habitation of ſhepherds folding ſheep. In 
the cities of the hill (country, ) and in the ci. 
ties of the vale, and in the cities of the ſouth, 
and in the land of Benjamin, and in the en- 
virons of Jeruſalem, and in the cities of Ju- 


dah, ſhall flocks paſs again under the hand? 


of him that numbereth (chem) faith the 
Lond... 4 
The Prophet then proceeds to ſpeak of the 
happineſs that the nation is to enjoy during 
the glorious reign of the true Meſſiah; ver, 
14. KM. Bchold, the days come, faith the 
Lon p, that I will perform that good thing, 
which 1 have ſpoken concerning the houſe 


of Iſrael, and concerning the houſe of Judah. 


In thoſe day s, and at thas time, will 1 cauſe 
to grow up unto David a branch of righteouſ- 
neſs, and he ſhall execute Judgment an 
| Juſtice in the land. In thoſe days Judah 


Mall be ſaved, and Fm ſhall dwell in 
| + 7 


T oN THE PROPHECIES. wa; 
| fifety : and this (is) what the Loy hall 

| call it, our righteouſneſs,” Jeruſalem will 
then be ſo call:d. And in like manner, the 
Prophet Ezekiel fays *, © And the name of 
the city from (that) hip (hall be) the LokD 
(is) there.” | 
He alſo informs us, that at the future re- 
demption, there will not be any diviſion 
of kingdoms between Iſrael and Judah, as 
there was aforetime ; but that the Mefliah 
the ſon of David, will reign over the houſe of 
Iſrael, as well as over the houſe of Judah : 
verſe 17th. * For thus faith the Lorp, 
there al not be a failure in the line of Da- 
vid of one ſitting upon the throne of the houſe 
of Iſrael.“ Thus much for the line of the 
kings. In verſe 18th, he ſpeaks of the line 
of the prieſthood. Neither ſhall there be a 
failure in the line of the prieſts the Levites 
of one offering before me burnt offerings, 
and to burn meat offetings, and to perform 
ſacrifice continually.” And, in order to give 
force to this prophecy, the Prophet received 
the following viſion ; ver. 19. &c. ** The 
word of the Loxp came alſo to Jeremiah, 


+ Ezek. xvii. 16 | 
e ſaying, 


20 DISSERTATIONS Ch 
ſaying, Thus faith the Lok p, If ye can make 
void my covenant of the day, and my cove. 
nant of the night, ſo that they be not daily 
and nightly in their ſcaſon; (Then) alſo 
| ſhall my covenant be made void with David 
my ſervant, that he ſhall not have a fon 
reigning upon his throne; and with the Le 
vites the prieſts my miniſters.” By the Pro- 
phet's making uſe of the pronoun Ye,” it 
is clear that he addreſſed himſelf to the bent 
of Ilrael; for it is well known, that when the 
ten tribes, or houſe of Iſrael, revolted from 
the royal line of David, that they alſo endes- 
voured to deſtroy the ſacerdotal line, which, 
had deſcended from Aaron : for as Jeroboam 
was not of the ſeed of David, fo he alſo 
« made prieſts of the loweſt order of the peo- 
ple, which were not of the ſons of Levi“. 
God therefore tells them, that as they are 
not able to make void his covenant of day 
and night, ſo ſhall they not be able to make 
an eternal failure and interruption in thele 
two lines. And although they have been 
greatly dimigiſhed, yet will God cauſe them 
&o- multiply exceedingly : verſe 1 "a As. 


„ 1 King, x1 37. . 5 
5 : the 
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| the hoſt of heaven cannot be numbered, nor 
the ſand of the ſea meaſured : fo will I mul- 
tiply the ſeed of David my lervant, and the 
Levites that miniſter unto me. 

The Prophet then informs us, that he had 
another viſion, by which God ſhewed him 
the futility of the argument made uſe of by 
the free thinkers of the nation; as well as 
the profligate part of the prieſts: ver. 23 &c. 
The word of the Lox o came alſo to Jere- 
miah, ſaying, Haſt thou not obſerved what 
this people have ſpoken, ſaying The two fa- 
milies which the Lord hath choſen, he bath- 
even rejected them? And they have treated 
my people with ſcorn, ſo as not to conſider 
them any more as a nation.” For when the 
deſcendants of thoſe two families faw that 
the nation was carried into captivity, they 
imagined that they were totally rejected; 
they therefore took no pains to inſtruct the 
people, and to lead them into the right path 
becauſe they conſidered the nation as loſt in 
captivity, and paſt redemption : but this, he 
aſſured them was not the caſe ; for, (ver. 25. 
—26.) * Thus faith the Lok p, if my co- 
venant be not daily and nightly, the ordi- 

| | | RANCES- 
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nances of heaven and earth (if) [have not J 


3 Then will I caſt off the feed of 


Jacob, and David my ſervant, ſo as not to 
take of his ſeed to be rulers unto the ſeed of 


: Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob: for 1 will re- 


verſe their captivity, and Iwill have mercy 
upon them.” Thefe words, we may obſerve, 


(fays Abarbanal) are the regular inference of 
a a Syllogifm, the minor of which is fuppreſſ- 


ed, but may be ſupplied thus. But my co- 
venant is daily and nightly, and I have ap- 
pointed the ordinances of heaven and carth, 


Therefore I will not caft off the ſeed of Ja. 
cob, &c. He alſo informs us how and when 


this will be, by ſaying, for 1 will reverſe 


_ their captivity, and will have mercy upon 
_ them,” Which is, as if he had ſaid, True, 
in their captivity, they have neither king, 


nor prince: but I will reverſe their captivi- 
ty at the time of the future redemption; and 
then, ſhall a king of the line of David reign 


cover them; and there fhall not be a failure 
in the line of the pricſts the Levites 2 as 


mentior ned verſe 18th. | 

From the explanation here given of this 
important prophecy, the four ſollowing fun- 
damental e are clearly deducible. 


Firſt, 


| ON THE PROPHECIES. oy 
Firſt, that God will perfectly heal the wound 
of Iſrael and Judah, which they have receiv- 


ed in this long and dreadful captivity z ; and 


1cdeem them from it; as is ſaid, ver. 6, — 26, 


« Behold, I will make it perfectly ſound 


and whole, and will heal them; — For I 
will reverſe their captivity, and 1 will have 
mercy upon them.” And which agrees 
with the third e of the a of 
Iſaiah. 
Second, that at the future a 
only Judah and Benjamin will return, as they 
| did to the ſecond temple, but the houſe of 
I rael alſo; as mentioned ver. 7th. And. 
I vill bring back the captivity of Judah, ang 
the captivity of Iſrael, And I will build them 
as at the firſt,” 4 which : Agrees with ws | 
fourth principle of Iſaian. 
Third, that at the future 3 2 
king of the ſeed of David is to reign over 
them; as mentioned, ver. 15th. * In thoſe 
days, and at that time I will cauſe to gro- 
up of the line of David a branch of right- 
eouſneſs. &. And which agrees with the 
| tenth principle of Iſaiah. | 
Fourth, that aſter the future redemption, | 
they ſhall opt go into captivity more: as 
mens 


wo | DISSERTATIONS. . 
mentioned ver. 17th. &c. There (hall: het 
| by & failure i in the line of David of one fittins _ 
'S 
upon the throne of the houſe of Iſrael, nei- 
ther ſhall there be a failure in the tide! of the 
prieſts the Levites, continually, =— If ye 
can make void my covenant of the day, &c, 
| —— Then ſhall my covenant be made void 
with David my ſervant,” & . And which 
agrees with 5 eleventh principle of Iſai- 
9 
Now: it is clear fein all hiſtory, both 6. 
cred and protane, that none of theſe glorious 
promiſes have ever been fulfilled. Not at 
their return from Babylon; for then they did 
not receive a perfect cure for the wound of 
the captivity ; as they were in almoſt contin- 
ual ſubjection to the Perſians, Greeks, and 
Romans; neither did the ten tribes return 
to the ſecond temple: : and during the con- 
tinuance of which, David was without a de- 
ſcendant of his family ſitting on the throne 
of Judah or Iſrael, in any ſenſe whatever; as 
the kings that they had, were of the race of 
the Almoneans, and Herodians. And from 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans 
to the preſent time, they have neither had a 
king, nor a regular prieſthood offering burnt 
1 8 | offerings . 


N Tus” A1 
fctings Sc. bebe e Lok pi ſo that i it is 
manifeſt, that Rithert there fits been 4 fa. 
lure and interruption both in the royal W. 
of David, and in the facerdotal one of Levi. 
This is a plain pr zof that the prophecy al- 
ludes not to any time that is already paſt, but 
reſpects that which is to come: and is alſo 
a demonſtration; that this prophecy, was nut 
fulfilled in the perſon of Jeſus; fot he did 
not reſtore the ten tribes; nor did he heal the 
wound of their captivity. On the contrary, 
it is well known that, a few years after his 
death, according to the prediction of Daniel, 
their temple was burnt, their chief city de- 
ſtroyed, and their country laid waſte. Thou- 
 fands and tens of thouſands of them were de 
ſtroyed by the ſword, and by famine, &c. and 
the remainder catrieti into this long and wo- 
ful captivity ; where they have ſuffered ſuch 
dreadful perſecutions, as no nation ever ſuf- 
fered. So that inſtead of procuring for them, 
the great and exalted happineſs mentioned in 
this prophecy, they have experienced nothing 
but ſhame and miſery, ſince the time of his 


appearance on earth: und which is a demon- 


ſtration, that he could not be the Meffiah, 
promiſed to the nation. | 
Vor. II. D d | "he 


„ - /DISSBR/VATION NS 
As to a" ſpiritualizing ſcheme of the 
Chriſtians, who pretend chat i in a ee 
ſenſe the kingdom of Chriſt, the fon of Da. 
vid, has been for ſome time eſtabliſhed over 


 _ thoſe whom the Apoſtle calls © the Iſrael of 


God, (Gal. vi. 16. ) and the 1 children of 
Abraham, (Gal. iii, 7.) meaning thereby 
what Chriſtians call true believers, whether 
1 of the Jews or Gentiles. And alſo, that in 
the Church of Chriſt there hath been a con- 
| ſtant and uninterrupted ſucceſſion of perſons 
appointed to perform, the public offices of 
religion; although not taken oyt of the fa, 
mily of the prieſts and Levites. And the 
perpetuity of this kingdom and this /prieſt- 
hood, is, in the opinion of many learned 
Chriſtian expoſitors, looked- upon as a full 
and authentic completion of the intention 
of this prophecy... But this, (as a learned 
Chriſtian commentator * obſerves) ** ſeems 
to be ſpiritualizing too far.” Too far ins - 
deed, when there is got even. the leaſt ſha- 
dow of reaſon, to ſupport this fal ſe and ab- 
ſurd hypotheſis: for the Ifrael, of which the 
Prophet anal are thoſe that have * ” 


2 Dr. nua. Ses his Note on this place; | 
fearter- 
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ſcattered in captivity, a nd whom God will 72 

never reject, or caſt off: as a nation: as ſhewn” 

in the preceding propheey ; and other: parts 

of this work. Befides, the Prophet does 

riot ſay a ſyllable about a ſpiritual kingdom 5 5 

but his whole diſcourſe is concerning a tem 

poral one; where the Meſſiah, the lineal 
deſcendant of David, and his fucceſſors, ate 

to fit on the throne of Iſrael: When Ju- . 

dah is to be faved, and Jeruſalem i is to dwell F 

in ſecurity, heir flocks are to/increaſs — © 
in all their poſfeſſions. The prieſts are to 5 

offer burnt offerings, and meat. offerings, ard 

ſucrifces fir ever. And which prieſts arb to 

be of the Levites, the deſcendants of Jacob 7 „ 
with whom God's covenant is never 3 
made void; (as mentioned veri 20. Ge.) ank 
which is alſo a demonſtration of the 2 

and falſity of Paul's reaſoning, concerning * 
the change of the prieſthood, as mentioned 

in his epiſtle to the Hebrews *; and on 

which, I ſuppoſe this poſition of the Chriſ- 
tians concerning their prieſthood, is founded. ' 
But nothing can be more fallagious, than the 
n of Paul z (as wilt be __ at TIO 


3 * Chap: vi 12. 8 fo 
4 I in 
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foundation, for the ſcheme ef 2. {pirimal 


Verſe ala 4% « Rejoies and 8 
0 daughter of Edor „ 
land of Uz;; upto thee alſo ſhall the cup paſs 
_dver ; thou ſhalt be intoxicated, and; ſhalt 
+ expoſe thy nakedneſs. The puny 


O daughter of Edom ; he hath diſcoven 
thy fins.” The Prophet thus comforts the 


had ſuffered che whole of her punit 1 


prehend of any future captivity: and 


16 5 


in the ſecond part of this work ; 1 w. . 


: come to conſider thoſe, Prophecies. which 


Chriſtians only apply to the Meſſiah, but 
which will be ſhewn, not to be applicable to. 


the Meſſiah) for 1 am confident. that there i is 


not any authority i in the Old Teſtament, to 
warrant ſuch reaſoning: nor is t y 


kingdom of be Meſtigh, cant in 
in. WB 2 5K H 254764 207 
„Tha ſeventh propheey s s cone n 
two. laſt (verſes. of Chapter La- 
mentations of Jeremiah. mY 


m, that dwelleft, in t 1 


thine iniquity 18 at an end, 0 daughter of Us 
Zion, he will not cauſe thee any more to 4 
into captivity: - he: hath viſited. thine e iniquity, 


x1 


daughter of Zion, by. aſſuring her, that 2 


and conſequently had nothing more to ap 


* | 
, 7 
2. 
A 


but will alſo in an exemplary manner, pu- 


niſh all thoſe, that perſecuted, them during 
this long and dreadful captivity; (as already 


ſhewn in the courſe of this work ; and will: 


be farther, ſeen in the explanation of, the re- 
maining prophecies) for the words of the Pro- 


phet can by no means apply to their retmn, 


from e for then, it could not be ſaid, 
that, the puniſhment of their iniquity was at 
| much leſs ꝑropriety could 
the Prophet V *he will not cauſe tho ta go 
i ivity any more. Fur in the firſt 


place, iel known that, when they came 


out from Babylon , they were not free; and af 
'r ing the continuance of 
the ſecond temple, they were in almoſt conti- 
nual ſubjection, to the Perſians; Greeks, and 
Romans; the laſt of whom, four hundred 


and ninety years aftet their return, deſtroyed; 


their city and temple, and carried them into 


captivity, where they have remained to this 
day. Neither did the cup paſs unto the 
n ane at their return from Ba- 


 bylon : : 


cuted equa nen; eee devine d e 
notes the time of the future redemption: 
when God will not only redeem the nation; 


5 F dis. — at 2x07 i. 
a * 


4 os 4 1  D1$6ERTATIONS p23; 


5 benz a more See in ht 


feſt that, this prophecy, delivered for t - : 


| ſenſe whatever, to the ee, ſcher ne 
the nation, by the hands of NE true ſeſſt⸗ 
ah. e „ | 


15 Jeremiah, which he propheſied concern ng | 
the future reſtoration of the nation, contain 


notes 105 a ; Shot were —— from 
the Dukes of Eſau, or Edom, as I have 
ſhewn, Vol. It. page 215. Kc. and-as wilt 


180 concerning Ie Wh t 


comfort of the daughter of Zion, has not yet 


been accompliſhed: not at their return to 


Babylon; nor yet in the time of Jeſus: and 
it would be only waſting of titne, t6 ſhew 
that it can by no means be applied in aty 


of the Chriſtians : conſequently, it remains 
to be "fulfilled at the future rélemptzön- of 


Theſe great * important oa: of. 


fix of the thirteen fundamental principles con- 


tained in the prophecies of Iſaiah. viz. 


on the nations at the time of the future re- 


demption, and the deſtruction that he will 
bring _ them; for all the. evil Which 


ey 


ON: THE Fiese 1 8 wy | 


they have done to Iſrael ; And which agrees 
with the ft Principle n in _ 185 : 
phecies of Iaiah. | 

Second, The Nieren of cl, 14 ae 
redemption, from this captivity, in which 
they have been ſcattered all oyer the world 1 
and which agrees. wh ie third Went of 
Thiah. 4 1 
Third, that at the Rune dia: As | 
ten tribes that were carried captive to yy 
ria, &c, will alſo return: and which: . 
with the fourth principle of Iſaiah. Fy 
Fourth, that the future Sins mat 
Not take plies, till after they; have been 4 
yery long time in captivity, and ſuffered in- 
numerable hardſhips, and afflictions: and 
which agrees un whe Seventh Pringle of | 
Ilia, 

Fifth, that ths Linn Ginkot of as $i 
vine preſence, and the holy ſ pirit of prophe- 
cy, will again be reſtored to them, as it was 
aforetime; when the ſecret of God was up- 
on their tabernacle ; they will alſo attain the 
higheſt degree of wiſdom, and knowledge of 


the Lox D; and which agrees mY the "_ any 
principle 6 Iſaiah. | 


Sixth, that at the future redewptio on, 4 
| | . king 


king of ths lineage of 3 Diva, will rl 5 12 W 


| qa 9% auh. OY 
7 God vin e cir@umciſe their he 


51s #5272 THW 5 


Ifrael and Judah together ih 
vid did: And e agrees "with te cath > 


. 


; 765 — 75 
4 LENS 
TE 4} 3 2 2 
Serenth, Wit after Hb Hs | 
* þ. 8 


him 3 in 155 a manner, that W never” vil ill 


return io ſin any more ;'conſequ 


will never be doomed to any other copivey: 
and which agrees ee Kat eleventh prin it 
# of Thiah.- 0 


ur 


"Ab t the other POTS of RY OY 
Firft, That the future redemption, will « > 


actly reſemble that of Egypt. "Secotid, that 


there is a certain fixed and determinate time, 


i | appointed by God, for the redemption of his | 
- people : for they will not be redeemed. for 


the merit of the nation in that age; 4s there 
will be ſach a number of ſinners, and unbe- 
lievers amongſt them, that they will not he 
worthy of being redeemed; but the promi = 
of God, muſt be accompliſhed, as ſhewn in 
the prophecies of lfaiah. Third, that thoſe 


of the nation, who apoſtatized through fear 
of perſecution; will return to God, with 
then: whole heart, and partake of the happi- ; 


o els 
+ 
* 


: 4. | 
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_ neſs of the futute redemption. Fourth, that 
at the time of the future redemption by the 
Meſiiah, the nations will all acknowledge | 
the pure Unity of God, and receive his Law. 
Fifth, that - univerſal peace will then reign 
in the world: ſo that nation ſhall not lift up 
ſpear againſt nation, nor ſhall they learn the 
art of war any more. Sixth, that the dead 
{hall live, and rife up out of their graves. _ 

Of thoſe fix principles, mentioned by 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah did not prophecy, as he 
did not receive any viſion from God concern- 
ing them. But on the other hand, we find 
in his prophecies, a promiſe of two future 
events, not ſpoken of by Ifajah, Firſt, the | 
name of the Meſſiah ; and, ſecondly, the 
enlarged. circumference. of _ Jeruſalem ; as 
ſhewn in the arplipetinn of 15 fourth r. 
Pe 8 | . i 


Vor. 1 „ 


1 * 9 a 


J ASI af £ 7 
| | (DISSERTATION ve. 
1 f 5 - , F 215 O 


=; : 5 Te Propbecie of Eackid. 


4 
* 
* 
YL 1 &% 
5 7 
" >» 


HE fifth, who proper denken 
4 the redemption, and future happy re- 
ſtotation of the nation, was Ezekiel, the ſon 
of Buzi ; from whoſe writings, I thall ſelect 
ſuch prophecies, as in à clear and unequivo- Fa 
cal manner, ſpeak of their future reſtoration, | 
, and the extraordinary happineſs they are to 
enjoy under the Meſſiah, and his ſucceſſors 
the princes of the houſe of David. „ 
The firſt prophecy commences verfe 250 
of chapter 11th, and is continued to > the laſt 
verſe of the fame. 15 8 e 
For the better cinder fling of this pro- . 
3 phecy, it is neceſſary to premiſe, that Jeho- 
| ' tachin underſtanding from the prophecies of 
Jeremiah, which he delivered concerning 
Jehoiachim, that he had exhorted him to bow 
his neck to the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and live, that the land might 
not be made deſolate: in conſequence there- 
of, when Nebuchadnezzar came up againſt 


Jeruſalem in the beginning of the reign of 
bY 109 


4 
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Jehoiachin 7, he went out to him, together 
with his novice; his ſervants, his princes,” f 
and his officers; and the king of Babylon 
took him, and carried away all the treaſures 
of the houſe of the Lox p, and the treaſures 
ol the king's houſe, and cut in pieces all the 
veſſels of gold, which Solomon king of Ifract 
had made. And carried captive all Jeruſa- 
lem, and all the princes, and all the mighty 
men of valour,. And carried them all to 
ö Babylon. And made Zedekiah king in Je- 
ruſalem. When therefore, Jehoiachin, and 
his princes, and all the people that were car- 
ried captive with him, faw, that Zedekiah, c 
and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem remained in 
peace, and that the city was not given into 
the hands of the Chaldeans; and that they, 
becauſe they believed the words of the Pro- 
phet, and went forth to the king of Babylon, 
and ſubmitted to him, were carried captive; 
they repented exceedingly, in that they had 
thus liſtened to the words of Jeremiah, and 
went forth to Nebuchadnezzar. Now, in 
order to comfort them, this viſion was re⸗ 
vealed to Ezekiel, wt 7 1 en them ; 5 


* 2 King · Axiv. 22. 
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en he himſelf figs e. . And I un, among + 


the captives by the river Chebar, Wi 


fifth year of king Jehoiachin's . 8 
which viſion he was informed, that the ene | 


my, and o ppreſſor, would ſoon enter the gates 


of | Jeruſalem; (as Abarbanal has clearly 


ſhewn in his explanation of that prophec % 1 
And therefore, in the ſecond viſion which he, 
faw in the ſixth year, he ſaw as if the ſpirit 


of God had taken him up, and brought hin 1 : 
to the caſt-gate of the Lord's houſe ; where 


were ſome of the men of Jeruſalem ;. when 
the Lorp ſaid unto him, Son of man, theſe 
(are) the men that deviſe iniquity — who: 
fay,—this (city is) the caldron, and we. (are) 
the fleſh,” By which they meant, that they 
ſhould die in full mature age; even as the 


.choice pieces are not taken out of the cal - 
dron, till they are perfectly done. But in op- 


poſition to this, God tells them, true, it ſhall, 
be as you ſay, but not as ye imagine: for if 


Jeruſalem i is the caldron, it is the caldron of 


the ſlain : for many of you ſhall periſh in it 


2 but ye ſhall be taken out, nag cut to e . N 


13 =, 3 : 7 
N i r 


* Chap: i 1. Wr. it, 
+ Heb. In the midd of the- captivity... 


ns” 8 
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* ver. ih, Therefore thus faith 
the Lon po God; Your ſlain whom ye have ; 
laid in the midſt of it, they 4500} the fleſh, 


and this city is the caldron: and ver. gth. 


« And 1 will bring you forth out of the midſt 
thereof, and will deliver you into the hand 
of ſtrangers,” &c. And becauſe Ezekiel 
ſeemed greatly. affected at this; verſe 13. 
© Then fell I down upon my face, and cried 
(with) a loud voice; and faid, Ah, Lord 
God, wilt thou make a full end of the rem- 
nant of Iſrael? It therefore was neceſſary, 
that God ſhould inform the Prophet of the 
evil diſcourſe which they held concerning 
their brethren that were carried into captivi- 
ty ; and for which, they alſo were deſerved- 
y doomed to go into captivity : and for this 
reaſon, the Prophet had the following viſion, * 
verſe 14. Ke. And the word of the LoRD 
came unto me, ſaying : Son of man, thy bre- 
thren, (even) thy brethren, thy fellow cap- 
tives, and all the houſe of Iſrael (even) all 
of them; of whom the inhabitants of Jeru= 
ulem have ſaid, they are removed far from the 
LoRD : unto us this land is given for an in- 
hceritance.” Chriſtian commentators have 
N . the ſecond In thy brethren, 
_ ought 


_ DISSERTATIONS Coe 

| 5 to be omitted &: but this is owing t 
their not being able to enter into the ſpirit * 
the idiom of the prophetic language; for the 
frrſt e thy brethren, denotes. thoſe that 
were carried captive with him: and the ſe- | 
cond TIN thy brethren, denotes the ten tribes: 
and on account of the great number of them, 
he fays, And all the houſe of Iſrael (eren) 
all of them.” and “of whom the inhabi- 
tants of Jerufalem faid, they are removed, 
&c.— unto us this tand is given” &c. And 
in anſwer to which, the Prophet ſays, ver. 
16. Therefore fay, Thus faith the Lon d 
God ; Although I have caſt them far off a- 
mom the nations, and although I have ſcat - 


| PEE them in the countries; yet wilt TI be 
unto them as a little 1 cue in the 


See NE Note on this place, in the aueh, 
of Armagh's new Tranſlation of Ezekiel. 
| + Dr. Newcome tranſlates Uv WMD. «A ſanc- 
wary for a ſhort time,” What was his reaſon for thus pervert- 
ing the text, from its true ſertſe, contrary to the opinion of 
the Hebrew Commentators, and to the received reading, 1 
know not: as he has not thought proper to acquaint us what | 
authority he had for ſo doing; nor of the uſe he intended to 
make of it: unleſs it was, to expoſe as much as in his power, 
the cerraptions of the preſent printed text; and which ſeems 
to be the ſole aim of Il the authors of the new . W tnak 


11 anflatjons : 


8 


. 5 
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countries! whither they hall come.” That 


is, although they are removed from the great 
ſanctuary; yet will I give them ſuch favour 
among ſome of the nations where they are 
driven, that . they ſhall. be allowed to have 
Synagogues, which ſhall be to them, as lit- 


tle temples, as. having ſome ſmall Holineſs, 


in compariſon of the great temple at Jeruſa- 
km ; and where they ſhall aſſemble to pray 
unto me, to deliver them from their afflic- 
tion : and which, it is well known, hath. 
often been the caſe during this woful capti- 
vity, when the nation hath laboured under | 
ſome dreadful perſecution, cc. 
The Prophet then proceeds to tell 1 
that thoſe that were already carried captive, 
and thoſe that are to be carried into captivity; 
| ſhall all be redeemed in the latter days. ver. 
17. © Therefore fay, Thus faith the Loxp 
God; I will aſſemble you from the people®, 
and I will gather you from the countries 
where ye have been. ſeattered's: and I will 
give you the land of Iſrael. Then ſhall _ 
the ten tribes alſo be e 00 of whom 
the Prophet ſpe * in the third F 75 * 


: * Heb. Peoples 
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28th. 9 2 And hes, f ſhall e come „ 4 
ſhall take awav from thence all the el 
. ble things thereof, and all the abominations 
5 thereof. Thus, will thoſe that return from 
captivity in the latter days, cleanſe - the 
land from all the pollutions of the falſe wor- 
hip of thoſe nations, that ſhall om pw 
poſſeſſion of the land. _ | 
And although in former times, Wau whe 
great enmity between Judah and Iſrael : ps 
even between thoſe of Judah that rem: 
with Zedekiah, and thoſe that were carried 
_ captive with Jehoiachin; yet the Prophet 
aſſures us, that a ſpirit of unanimity way then 
_ reign among them; verſe 19th. Ai id [ 
will give them one Set; and a new ſpirit 
will 1 put within you :” And becauſe when 
they were in the land, They forſook the 
Loxp; provoked the. Holy One of Iſrael; 
and went backward : he therefore tells them, 
in the latter member of the verſe; & verſe 
20th, © And I will take away the heart of 


2 2 
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, Kone from their fleſh, and I will give them 
1 an heart of fleſh : That they may Wall in 


my — and * =_ Wan = 
em 
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them 1 Kad as) Gall be as * Lr, an 


| will be # their Gd. 
Ihe Prophet then pre 8 „ e 


of thoſe that remained in Jeruſalem ; and 
who had. ſo ſhamefully traduced their bre- 


thren in captivity; though they were by far 
more wicked: and therefore tells them, that 
they ſhall ſoon be removed from Jeruſalem; 
ver. 21. Kc. But (as for them) whoſe 


heart walketh in the true ſpirit ꝓ of their de- 
teſtable things, and their abominations; their 


E will- 1 en . u 5 es ae 
3 _ * 3 ; 
55 5 * Hobs, r a people, TY Fs 


93 This is the real ſenſe of the word 40 . be 0 
their deteſtable things; ſor the Prophet meant to bew the 


eagerneſs and avidity with which they purſued the: oom 
fon of theſe abomiuations; even to the very heart and ſpirit of 
them: the nich, if thoſe profound ctitics, who are fo fond of 


fndivg corruptions) in the poor printed text, had rightly un- 


dritood, it would have ſaved them a deal of trouble in form- 


ing conjeRures ; as may be ſeen from the following Nate of 
Dr. Newoome——2t.  * But if all——] I read 55 * 
Mr. Dimock makes the fame conjecture, and refers to v. 18. 
\ ſignifies %, qued , Neld : $60. 7 was the original reading. 
| of MS. 126. Houbigant obſerves that the former 95 is a 

maniteſt corruption: aud propoſes N 51.” Thus do theſe 
critics bewilder nn in e 
the printed text. i 
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: [pe PO And the glory of the Loxp went ups, 4 


tie lens God” py ng And th ö he 1 


RT 
glory of the God of Iſtael (Was) over them 


from the midſt of the city. For this 9 
of the glory of God from the midſt of the ei- 
ty, was emblematical that God would de- 
ſert Jeruſalem, in order to deliver it into te 
hands of the enemy. Thus ended the viſion, 
as ntiaund. in the latter member of ver.) 
24 And IG vifion which I had ſeen went | 
8. from me. ver. 2 5. 20 Then 1 Tpake un- 
o them of the captivity all the woulsrof the 
25 D, which he had ſhowed: me. Which” 
was, That the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
would ſoon be removed from thence ; 55 24 
that he had already ſeen the glory of God, 
aſcend from che midſt of the city,” which 
was emblematical! of God' 8 deſerting, age” 
lem, and leaving ita prey to the enemy. ne 
that the'ten' dteibes that were carried captive, 
as. "allo. the e. captivity of Jehoischin, toge * 1 
with albthoſe that were to be carried captius a 
from Jeruſalem &c, ſhould nevertheleſs,” u 
 ogetfier return in the latter r days, to their 
own, 


on THE PRORHECIES. ay 
own land; when God would circumciſe 
their uncircumciſed heart; that they may 


be his people, in truth, and in wen and 
in righteouſneſs. . 


From this . a the A TY 
the following fundamental principles, are 


clearly deducible. Firſt, The future ſalva · 
tion, and redemption of Iſrael; and which , 
agrees with the third ee contained in 
the prophecies of Iſaiah, | 55 3 

| Second, that the ten 1 Gs were: car 


ried captive to Aſſyria, will alſo return: ana 
116 e me. ; 


which N e —_ oy 7 


lIllſaiah. 


Third, that God will pwnd; the 


heart, and give them a new ſpirit; ſo that 


they ſhall not return to ſin any more; con- 


ſequently, they will not mm eee. 5 i 

venth principle of Iſaiab. VW»V- 
"Theſe principles ved never „ . 

compliſhed 3 not at their return from Baby» "ON 


ny more: and which agr 


lon; nor yet in the perſon of Jeſus a 
can they by any means be explained 


ding to the Apiritualizing ſcheme of this ; 1 
Chriſtians ; hence it is manifeſt that, theß 
" Ff2.. --- . wall | 
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remain to be fan lat the appea ance of 
The Geond wo commences. 7erſe 


1 32. of chapter xxth. and is 1 Iz f 


end of the laſt verſe of the ſam. A 
This prophecy, (as the learned Ak 


nal obſerves) is of the utmoſt im portance; 
and requires. our moſt ſerious attent Hh: as it | 
contains an account of the greateſ dart 


our ſufferings, which we have already undet- 
gone; as alſo a true picture of the ne im- 
pious and irreligious behaviour of our nati+ 


on; although, it is upwards of two and 
twenty hundred years ſince the delivery of 
this prophecy : conſequently, there cannot 
be a ſtronger proof of the roth i 


of divine revelation, than this. MET | 

It muſt be obſerved, that dun 3 
may be ſaid, to commence ver. 2d, of this 
chapter. Then the word of the Lorp 


came unto me, ſaying: Son of man, ſpeak 


unto the elders of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, 


Thus faith the Lox p God, Are ye come to 


inquire of mo? (As) I live, I: Will“ not be 
ne ene ſaith the Lonn he gf _ | 


Br. ; 


11 Heb. ft nilibe inguired of” | 


8 
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there he begins to relate the hiſtory of the 
I ſraelites from the time that they were in 
bondage in | Egypt > as alſo of the id6latry 
that they committed there; and how God 
endeavoured to reclaim them, and lead them 
into the paths of righteouſne!s. That he uf- 
terwards brought them out of the land of E- 
gypt, and led them into the deſert; and gave 
them his law, ſtatutes, and Judgments: but 
they were ſia ful in the wilderneſs, for which 
he thought to conſume them; but ſpared 
them for his name's ſake, Yet, after they 
| were brought into the land flowing with 
milk and honey, the glory of all lands; they 


again ſinned, notwithſtanding the many ad » 


monitions of the Prophets, till at laſt they 
were doomed to captivity ; and for which 
reaſon, God ſwore that he would not be in- 
quired of them, when they entreated him: 
and becauſe the nation ſaid in their hearts, 
if we go into captivity, that we may be free 
from the denunciations which God hath de- 

nounced againſt us; we will entirely re- 
nounce his law, and become as the nations ; 


as the families of the countries whither we 


ſhall be carried; ; Ry we may ſerve their 
5 | gods ; : 
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5 gods; aw os of the 8 f ch fe 


nations, that we may. no longer be acre. 
ed the Lorv's people, and the ſheep of his 
paſture: that he may not pour-ou his fierce. 
wrath on us any more. God t erefors ys, 
verſe 32. And that which cometh. into 
your mind, ſhall* not be at all; that ye ſay, 
We will be as the nations, as the families of 
the countries, to ſerve wood and None.”? No, 
fays the Lok, this ſhall not be; for, ver, 
323d, (As). Tlie faith the Loxp God, ſure⸗ 


ly with a mighty hand, and with a ſtretehed 


out arm, and with fury aver ond vin 1 ; 


reign over you. 1 
It muſt be obſerved, 1 ths. 1 t 


12 5 
** 


makes uſe of three different expreſſions ; and 
which is to be underſtood as denoting three 


different periods; for „with a mighty hand. . 
denotes the Babyloniſh captivity, when the : 
nations were yet ſunk in idol worſhip; when 5 


they worſhipped the Sun, Moon, and ſtars, 
&c. And with a ſtretched out arm, de- 


notes the time of the preaching of the goſ- 


pel; when Chriſtianity ſucceeded Paganiſm 


82 and with fury poured out! denotes the 


reign of Mahometiſm. And which is, as if : 


* Heb. Being it mall not be. oY, : 
be 


wu, F 


oN Tem PROPHECIES.. Wh 


he had ſaid, in which ever of theſe ſeaſons, . 
that ye apoltatize, and forlake my law; yet 
will I reigy/ ever you: for ye ſhall always 
continue to be my people; ye ſhall never be 
mingled with, and entirely loſt, and ſwal = 
| lowet* up ameng the nations. And how! 
fully, this hath: beef accompliſhed, is clear 
from all hiſtory": - for although, before they” 
were carried to Babylon, they were prone to 
idolatry, worſhipping the Sun, ee ſtars, 
and all the hoſt of heaven; and committing} 
all manner of abominations:; and afrervinrds" Fs 
athancing: themſelves: to the ſtrange nations, 8 
and mingling themſelves with the people of 


the land; as we find, in Ezra, chapter ix. 


| ver. 1ſt. 0 Now when theſe things were | | 

done; the princes came to me, ſaying, The 8 

people of Iſrael, and the prieſts, and the Le- 
ated themſelves from the 85 


vites, have not ſeperate 
people of the (different) countries, (doing) 


according to their abominations, (even) of _ 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, 12 
the Jebuſites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, ” 
the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they . ” 
have taken of their daughters for themſelves, _ 
and for their ſons * fo that the holy ſeed have 
mingled themſelves with the people of thoſe 5 


coun- 
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countries: yea, the hand of the princes an nd: 
: rulers hath been chief in this treſpaſs. 

This treſpaſs, which might have Wah * 
ruin of the nation, was, by the great provi- 
dential mercy of God, entirely done away: 
for they were not only ſeperated from the peo- 
be of the land, and the ſtrange wamen ; b 
were perfectly cured of the crime of idolatry, 
to which, they had been ſo prone; and which + 
mult be aſcribed to the indefatigable induſtty 


of Ezra, and his. cotemporaries, whom God 


raiſed up, to inſtruct them in the law of 


God; and cauſing them to underſtand it. 
At this time alſo flouriſhed the men of the 


Great Synagogue, as they are called ; who 
compoſed our F Liturgy ; when Synagogues 
being erected in every city &, to which they 
reſorted for public worſhip ; and where the 
IO was read every week; (and from the 

time of Antiochus's perſecution, the pro- 
phets my and 1 Mt the ſexere pu- 
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they had already ene, they were 


entirely weaned from it. And no doubt, it 
was this abhorrence of idolatry, that cauſed 
| the great body of the people, to diſbelieve the 
ne doctrine of Jeſus; juſtly conſidering it, 
as repugnant to the Law of God, which he 
had given them by the hand of his ſervant 
Moſes; and the frequent admonitions deli - 
vered by the om for 1 ble 
thereof. 

It is wis alſo, that ” enabled. them toe : 
upwards of ſeventeen hundred years, ſo ſtrict- 
ly to maintain and preſerve the doctrine of 
the divine Unity, in in oppoſition to the doc 
trine of a plurality of perſons; and for which, 
they have ſuffered ſuch dreadful perſecutions, | 
and waded Ong e ** "PIT? un | 
blood, 

This, hai alſo hope: PRs _ FRA em 
bracing the tenets of the Mahometans; (and 
by whom they have alſo been miſerably per- 
ſecuted on that account,) fo that notwith- 
ſtanding, that during the time of paganiſm, 
they fell into idolatry; and ſome of them, 

Vor. I. a. 


wa »is.. cow 


—— 


CE 


„ Jucre, have apoſtatized r 
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either bach fear of perſecution *, „or for po 
om the true faith, 
to Chriſtianity, -yet hay: the body of the na- 
tion ſtood firm; and they remain as a diſtinct 


nation to this day ; ;  ſtill-retaining the deno- 


mination of God's. people: fo that the words 
of the Prophet five been fully accompliſh 
ed; as will thoſe alſo, contained in ver. 34. 


4 38. gc BE And I wall bring. you. forth from the 


te and Iwill gather you from the o count 
tries, wherein ye are ſcattered, with a migh- 
ty hand, and with a ſtretched out — 0 : 
with, fury poured out. Eu 
By this, the Prophet Gas thai ha % 
Ki of their redem ption ſhall arrive, God 
will be obliged to gather them, with a migh» 
ty hand, and with a ſtretched out arm, and 
with fury poured out. This will be on ac» 
count of the great number of unbelievers that 
will then be in the nation; who laugh at the 
idea of a future redemption ; theſe the Pro- 
phet calls rebels, and tramſgreſſors; tor 


they wilfully rebel againſt the word of God; 


not by committing idolatry, (as their fathers 
0) nor by apoſtatizing | to CO z but 


of 
% 2 © 


. See Vol. It, p. 18. Note 26, &p 30. kc. 5 a „ 
4 8 hy 8 ; 


4 


e 


— 


rag rn oaselzs 8 uy 


e e bebe den ce 
the prophecies,” which fpeak of their future 
reſtoration. Of u there are two diffetent | 
parties in the nation; 01000 7 ian 1 Sill ent 5 
The eee ſuch pus call them- 85 
ſelves philoſophers; enlightened: men j "who = 
live in _ — age of the eight nth 


| 
| 
| 
| century. Cr Deiſts, not bes 3 
| 
| 
| 
| 


by * 


lieving a Hilable 'of Revelation; but not 
having a ſufficient fund of knowledge of their 
own, to raiſe Pata werde „ s indi obliged to 
draw all” the 5 1 
of thoſe arch infdelb, Hues Bokrightoke, 5 | 
Voltaire, &c. and which they again deal 6ut +3 
by retail, in the moſt oftentations'nannet © | 
and although they are trite and neck zee Cl 
they often miſlead the young and unweiry\; 
who are frequently taken with ſucli ſp AY 
reaſoning ; as not having caſficients Judg- 
ment to weigh them i in the balance of 'ttuth. | 
One of theſe, I muſt take notice of; as it is | 
a proof of the little knowledge chat they ; . 
have of the Book, that they revile. © F 
1 
| 


They ſay, If God ſpoke to the Prophet 
formerly, why ſhould we not have propliets 
now ? If God performed miracles then; why | 
not t perform miracles now ? Is the hand of 2 


ION | the 
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— any ahis » ery argument; eſtab. 
liſhes the truth of eee be Ai . 
for has not the Plalmiſt told us in the plain- 
eſt terms, that the time would come, during 
this long and dreadful captivity, chat te 
true believets themſelves wpuld exclaim#, 
any prophet; neither (is there) any among 
us that knoweth how long: This ãs an ex- 
act picture of our woful Rate at preſent: lor 
we have no prophets, no miracles, nor any 
one to tell us when our miſerable captivity 
will end; and with this, theſe unbelieving 
adverfaries reproach us; af in the fallow. | 
ing verſe, O God, how long ſhall the ad- 
verſary e Shall the enemy blaſ- 
pheme thy name for ever? For by denying 
the truth of par they deny the bern . 
of God; by not aſcribing our ſufferin 

the immediate providence of Gad ; but to a 
concatanation of cauſes, in a political light. 
Theſe are they, that blaſpheme the name of . 
God : but at +00 time. of the reſtoration, 


WY. 
"SE Ela unte * Fa 
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(which perhaps is not fo far diſtant as 


imagine) they will be fully convinced as 0 5 


particular providence of 1 2 * ve 
ſhewn preſently. 

The ſecond, are cds as n ACER 
the length of the captivity, or the eaſy cir- 
cumſtance that e are in; and the fplen- 
did aud voluptuous manner, in which they 
are able to live; neither lool 


belief of the one, or the indifference and 
apathy of the other; God tells them he 
will bring them forth from among the peo- 
ple, and aſſemble them Sram. the — 
Ke, 


this, verſe 17th. And I will bring you in- 
to the wilderneſs of the people“, and there 
will I plead with you face to face, like as 


I pleaded. with your fathers in the deſert -of 


the land of Egypt, ſo will I plead with you, 


ſaith the Lox p God.“ By the wilderneſs 
of the people, is not meant a e harren 


* Heb. Peoples. 
t Or. Contend in Judgment. 


for, nor deſire 
a reſtoration. But, notwithſtanding the un- 


= RF gat * at 1 time ofthe 
redemption, he will puniſh them ſeverely for 


track, 


= 
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tract, ſuch as they went through when thez 
came out of the land of Egypt; as the genera- 
lity of Commentators have imagined : for 
if ſo, why call it the wilderneſs of the peo- 
ple? But the truth of the matter is, that as 
God at the time of the redemption, will bring 
forth Iſrael, and gather them from all the 
countries in which they have been ſcattered y 
when the true believers, and thoſe that have 
| apoſtatized through fear, or luere, as al ſo thoſe 
that remain incorporated with the body of the _ 
nation, and yet are Deiſts and infidels, wil! 
all be collected together. But then, they 
will not proceed immediately to the land of 
- Urael without delay; but will g0 from one 
nation to another, and from one kingdom to 
another people; and this wandering about, 
which will laſt many days, is what the Pro- 
phet calls the wilderneſs of the people; be- 
cCauſe it will be to them as a deſert, Where 
are ſerpents, and all manner of venemous 
creatures, and where they will ſuffer hunger 
and thirſt : and during which, they will be 
purified, and made white, and tried; for in 


that wilderneſs, the tranſgreſſors will be 


| e and there — will all die: and 


which 5 


2 ; ; . 955 
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on' THE PROPHECIES: yp 
which is the Judgment that God will paſa „„ 
on them. And to ſhew that, the troubles 
and afflictions, that will then be brought "7. | 
on cond with be in conſequence of Gods 
particular providence, the Prophet made uſe „ 
of the term, And I will plead with your ä 

face to face.” For the word O'3D face, when : 
ſpoken of the Supreme Being, denotes his ol 
particular providence z' as, The Log p talk- nes 

ed with you face to face“, beſides a number 
of other places in ny: pet too numerous 9 


8 
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mention. | | | | 

The Prophet alſo e us, that . fu- : 
ture redemption, will reſemble that of Egypt: :. 
for as at the redemption from Egypt, they I 


journeyed in the wilderneſs forty years, gui. 


ed in a ſupernatural manner, under the im- | | 
mediate providence of God, fo will it be at "0 | 
the future redemption ; and therefore, te 
Prophet ſays, ** Like as I pleaded with yourt f 


fathers in the deſert ou the land of Egypt, fo 
will I plead with you. And, as in the de- 
tert of Egypt, they beonms' ſubject to the 25 
immediate guidance of God; and entered 
into a covenant with him: ſo the Prophet 1 


8 E Deut. v. PE: - 
ir: informs 
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informs us, it will be at the future redemp. 
tion: verſe 37tb. And I will cauſe you 
d o paſs under the rod: That is the rod of his 
immediate providence ; as the ſheep/are par - 
ticularly numbercd by the ſhepherd; It may 
alſo allude to the puniſhment which they 
may then receive: as ſays the Pſalmiſt; 
Then will I viſit abit tranſgreſſion with 
the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes.” 
And to thoſe that have apoſtatized, and 
mingled with the nations, he ſays in the lat 
ter member of the verſe, And I will bring | 
you into the bond of the covenant. Which 
dienotes the renewal of God's covenant in 
their fleſh; which they had broken, While 
mingled with the nations; Sun they may 
no longer be uncircumciſed in n ae | 
circumciſed in fleſh, -_ h 
And, as at the redemption 4 Bgy t, 
all thoſe that rebelled againſt the word of 
| God, and would not believe in his promiſe*; 
died in the wilderneſs; ſo will it be at the 
future redemption, when all thoſe that have 
been in captivity will be aſſembled: as in 
ver. 38. $6] will alſo purge n 2 = 


„Numb. xiv. z 53. -= 
„„ 4 you 


or THE PROPHECITES. 245*. 
you the rebels; atid the tranſgreſſori againſt 


me: I will bring them forth out of the coun- 


try where they ſojourn *, but they ſhalt not 
enter into the land of Ifract's” For althougtv+ 


they will all be aſſembled; yet will God ſes" 
perate all the unbelievers to cut them off, 
that they may not enter into the land, and ſee 
the Lokp's ſalvation; they then will be ful- 
ly aſſured of his particular providence ; as” 
the Prophet fay 
I (am) the Log B.“ 5 
Before I quit this . of thus * is) 1 is 
muſt take the liberty to make one obſervati- 
on: which is, that thoſe” of the nation; 
that are Deiſts, and who conſequentiy, 
do not believe in revelation'; as alſo dels 


9 * 


who are ſo indifferent about the trutl 


reſtoration; and in conſequence laugh at the 


idea of a Meſſiah eoming to redeem ther 
yet nevertheleſs, adhere to the body of the 


112 


nation; and outwardly conform to the 
of the nation: they was ent 


true believers of the nation: mary in. Tr" 


. 5 . Heb. Of their ie FT EE 
Vol,. IL © H bh man- 


* nen know _ | 


phecy, and who neither care for; nor deſires" 


ain Jews ; arb 
denominated God's People; the ſame as the 


„ DISSERTATIONS: wk nl 
manner, bear God's covenant in Ahr; eſh. - 
This is moſt wonderful; and on which, 1 
have often reflected with the moſt heart felt 
ſatisfaction: for though I lament, from _ 
ſoul fincerely lament, the depravity of t 
nation, and would willingly reclaim chi: 
by every poſſible means, even at the price of 
my life; which I would cheerfully lay d 
for them: yet, the love of truth, obliges 
me to confeſs, that I nevertheleſs, view this 
depravity, with exultation: becauſe, (it 1 . 
fully eſtabliſhes the truth of the word of 
God; which thus receives a full and com- 
plete accompliſhment by this event: for 
notwithſtanding all their impiety, they are 
ſtill united to the body of the nation: they' 
involuntarily remain within the pale of Ju- 
daiſm; for they have not the courage to ſe- 
cede from it. They are, as it were, w wich- 
held by ſome eee : they wiſh not 
to be ſhackled with the burden of the cere- 
monial Law ; becauſe it lays them under 
ſuch great reſtraints in the purſuit of plea.  _ 
ſure: yet, have they not fortitude ſufficient to 
renounce it entirely. And now, I fain would 
aſk the Deiſt and infidel, or to ſpeak more 
courtly, the modern * whether 0 
| there 
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there can in nature be a ſtronger proof of the 


truth of prophecy, | than this? for has not 


the Prophet told them in the plaineſt terms, 


that they would with to throw off the yoke - 


of the law, and become as the other nations 
of the earth; but that God would not ſuffer 


it: for that he would reign over them per- 


force, againſt their inclination: and that they 
ſhould for ever continue to be his people. 


And, is it not moſt marvellous, that after 


they have been ſcattered all over the world, 


for ſo many hundred years, and ſuffered the 


moſt dreadful perſecutions, ſuch as no nation 


ever ſuffered; ſo that great numbers of them, 


not being able to endure ſuch dreadful afflic- 


tions, apoſtatized; and the remainder of the - 


nation, who have firmly adhered to the true 
faith, are become ** an aſtoniſhment, a pro- 
verb, and a by-worc > Tus Moſes foretold 
them upwards of three thouſand years “ ago) 
yet ſhould they thus glory in the name of 


Jew ; for even thoſe of the nation that have 


not the leaſt grain of religion in them, would 


yet be highly offended, at being called 0 
Cbriſtian, or a Gentile : or WWN An apoſtate. 


H h 2 7 Thus, 
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Thus, we Wy how exactly this „ 
(as well as the denunciation of Moſes) hath 
been accompliſhed, to this preſent. day; and 
which is an eyident demonſtration of the 
truth of prophecy : becauſe, here is no ambi- 
guity; the Prophet ſpeaks in plain and in, 
telligent language; and the great. number "2 
years that have clapſed ling the delivery of 
this prophecy, and it being ſo clearly fulfill- 
ing at this preſent time, entirely does away, 
the hack neyed objection, that the facts were 
Prior to the predictions, and that the prophe: 
cies were written after the Hiſtories. a 
I am free to aſſert, that there is nothing com- 
parable to this, to be found in the hiſtories. 
of all the nations under the ſun. I muſt far- 
ther obſerve, that the full completion of this 
| 3 hitherto, i is an earneſt of the ac- 
compliſhment of the remaining part thereof; 
viz, the reſtoration of the true believers; and 
the puniſhment of the unbelieving part of 
the nation: I therefore earneſtly , 
and exhort, al my brethren, even ATOP one 


„„ 


Ireadful conſogumncy! of. a adele in \the Fad 


miles of God, as here denounced by 1 the Pro- 


phet ; the eſcaping of which, can only be 
effect 


* 


o THE. /PROPHECIES, „ 
effecled Was a timely, and ſincere repentance, 
and return to God, who deſireth not the“ 
death of the Anme, but bad he repent, and 
line, 5 

To ech Pagphes having i in the 
preceding part, ſpoken of the puniſhment of 
the rebels aud the tranſgreſſors, that they 
ſhould be brought out of the countries where 
they ſojourn, but ſhall not liye to enter the 
land, and ſee the Lox 's ſalyation, as the true 
believers. ſhall ; now addrefles himſelf to the 
houſe of Iſrael, ſpeaking of their evil ways ; 
verſe 39th. And (as for) you, O houſe 
of Iſrael, thus faith the LOAD: God, Go ye, 
ſerve ye every one his idols: This is not to 
be conſidered as a command ; but as an. iro: 
nical mode of addreſs, like that in Eccleſ. xi. 
9. and Lament, iv. 21. for, If hereafter | 
ye will not hearken unto me, then ſhall ye 
not pollute mine holy name any more with 
your gifts + and with your idols.” That 
is, if ye do not return to me, by a fincere re- 
pentance, then ſhall ye not enter into the 
land, that ye may not t pollute my Hoy name 


* Ezek. Xviii. 2 & xxxiũ · 11. 
+ Or. "POR | 
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any . bs your gifts, & . But it will be 
far otherwiſe with the true believers ; for 
they ſhall all offer their offerings, and beac- 
cepted by God, ver. 40-44. For in 
mine holy mountain, in the lofty mountain 
300 Iſrael, faith the LoxD God, there ſhall all 
the houſe of Iſrael ſerve me, (even) all of 
them *, in the land: there will J accept 
them, : and there will I require your heave- 
: offerings, and the firſt-fruits of your pre- 
ſents, in all your holy offerings. I will ac. 
cept you with (your) ſweet Mon when [ 
bring you forth from the people T, and 
(when). I gather you from the countries, 
wherein ye have been ſcattered ; and 1 will 
be ſanctified becauſe of you , in the fight 
of (all) the nations. And ye ſhall know that 
I (am) the Lok p, when I ſhall bring you in- 
to the land of Urael, into the damen (con- 


* All thoſe that ſhall be . aul ſerve God 
together in unity : for then, there ſhall beno ſeperation of - 
the tribes; no diviſion of the kingdom; ag no calves in 
Dan and Bethel. 55 

+ Heb Peoples. | | 

For on account of the feat 5 Apen ub. 

racles which will then be wrought by God, for the deliver- 
ance of the nation, all the nations will 2 oy as a ork 
and holy God. 


cern= 
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cerning) which I lifted * up mine hand to 
give it to your fathers. And there ye ſhall | 
remember your ways, and all your doings, 
wherein ye have been defiled; and ye ſhall 
loathe + yourſelves for all your evils which 5 
4 have committed. And ye ſhall know that 

I (am)-the Lon p, when I deal with you for 
my name's ſake ; not according to your evil 
ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, . 


O ye houſe of- incl, faith the Lox D God. wa 


This is alſo ſpoken to the true believers; for 
they, or their anceſtors, had ſinned againſt 
God, during the captivity, as well as before 
the deſtruction of the temple. 


From this explanation of 5 prophecy, 


the following fundamental principles are de- 
ducible. Firſt, that although thoſe of the 


* 


nation, who on account of the dreadful per- . 


ſecutions, with which they were perſecuted 
with the keeneſt revenge, apoſtatized, and 


were mingled among the nations; ; and com 
mitted idolatry; yet ſhould they not be 


withdrawn from the government, and par- 


S: Or. 1 ſware. 
+ Or, Contend with yourſelves: 67 a 1 that 
tepents of an evil deed which he hath done, ſeems as it were, 


to contend, and quarrel with himſelf or having ſo done. 
ticular 


1 
| 
; 
N 
; 
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ticular Seas of God; for not one of 
the ſheep of his paſture ſhall be entirely ſe⸗ 
veted from the flock ; fo as to be incorpo- 
rated with any other people; ; but fall ſure- 
ly return again to the nation; either he him- 
ſelf, or bis poſterity. And of theſe Moſes ® 
| Laid, And the LoRD ſhall ſcatter you a- 
mong the nations, and ye ſhall be left few in 
number among the nations, whither | the 
Lon p ſhall lead you. And there ye ſhall 
| ſerve gods, the work of mens hands, wood 
and ſtone, which neither ſee, nor hear, nor 
eat, nor ſmell. And thou ſhalt ſcek the 
Lok p thy God from thence, and thou malt 
find (him, ) if thou ſeek him with all thy. 
Heart, and with all thy ſoul.” The Prophet 
here ſhews that, they will be geatly dim 
ed in this long and dreadful captivity, « on ac- 


83 


count of the wickedneſs of the nations, who 
will ſo cruelly perſecute and deſtroy. them. 
They will alſo be greatly diminiſhed, by rea 
ſon of the great number, that will apoſtatize 
on account of theſe dreadful perſecutions, ſo 
as to ſer ve gods made of wood and ſtone; not 
oy any faith that. they have f in them, 


Deut. iv, 27. &c. 
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the E at. Thi 


is well known, hath been Eee falkilled 
during this woful captivity, when the Jews 
in Spain, Portugal, and other countries, 
were obliged ts comply with the idolatrgus_ 
 worlhip of the-Church.of Rome, Gre. and to 
cks and ſtones, rather than 


have their effets ſeized and confiſcated, or 


To theſe/ therefore, Moſes ſays, And thou 


ſhalt ſeek him from thence ; from the midſt 
of that falſe wo 


alſo ſaid the Prophet Iſaiah *, ** I have call- 


ed thee by thy name; thou art mine. When 


thou paſſeſt through the waters, I (am) with 
thee; and through the rivers, they ſhall not 


overwhelm thee: when thou walkeſt through _ 
the fire,” &c. By which figurative langu- 
age, the Prophet pointed to what hath befall- 


en the nation in Spain, Portugal, and other 


| © Ifai, xliii. 1. &e, 8 
Vol H. Fi . 


| 
F 
| 
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rſhip : and when thou ſhalt 

not keep his precepts out of fear, but ſhalt 

ſeek him in truth and ſincerity,” . with all 
thy heart, and with all thy foul.” And thus 


3 5 


* 


e this ee ddr 1 * 


ty: via, that on account of the numerous 
fearful perſecutions and maſſacres which they 
underwent, numbers who: were not poſſeſſed 
of ſufficient' courage and fortitude to hold 
out againſt theſe afflictions, apoſtatized ; (as 
1 have ſhewn Vol. It. page 30.——32.-— 
263.) yet ſhould they not been entirely ſe- 
perated from Iſrael; but ſhall moſt aſſuredly 
be united again to the nation; as God ſays, 
4 1 have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine.” That is, L originally called thee by 
thy name, and made choice of thee, to bemy 
peculiar choſen people, it therefore, is not in 
thy power, by any means - whatſoever; to in- 
corporate thyſelf with any other nation, or 
religion, without my conſent; for thou art 
mine, and mine thou muſt, and ſhalt remains 
(see Vol. Iſt. p. 264.) Whence it is ma- 
nifeſt, that although they ſhould apoſtatize, 5 
&c. yet ſhould they ſtill be eonfidered às 
belonging to the nation; and coriſequently, 
- ſhall all be gathered with the nation, at the 
time of the future reſtoration : and Which 
agrees with the ninth principle contained | in 
the prophecies of Iſaiah. 


Second, that our redcemer, | is the Lonn of 
| hoſts | 
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o THE PROPHRCIES. ug 
s; and he himſelf will gather the diſ- 


ho 
perſed of Iſrael: as is faid, *And I will bring 
you forth from the Peoples, and will gather 
you from the countries :” and _—_— _ > 
with the third principle of Iſaiah. 
Third, that at the future redemprion, in 
their return to Paleſtine, during their jour- 
ney thither, all the rebel and franſgreſſors, 
that continue in their wickedneſs, and do 
not return to God, will all be cut off: and 
which 0 ag with the ee ee 
TINT : 
Fourth, that the ae We will { 
reſemble that of Egypt: as is ſaid, Like 
as I pleaded with your fathers in the deſert 
of = land of Egypt; fo will I plead with 
you: and Wo Sw wich the oye _ 
ciple * Iſaiabl ß | 
Now, it is manifeſt; wa none: of theſe 
principles, have ever been accompliſhed: not 
at their return from Babylon e nor yet du- 
ring the life and miniſtry of "Jeſus." And it 
is demonſtrable, that they cannot in any 
ſenſe whatſoever: be applied to the ſpiritua. 
lizing: ſcheme of the Chriſtians. ' "AE 8 


.* Heb. Peoplex, 5 
II © WM 


at the nts en of Fra nantes in 
the e ys" * 1 aer of the. true 
The e pr hecy commences verſe 
 I1th. of chapter xxxivth, and is con- 
tinued to * end of. verſe I gh. of 1 ; 
| A: Th | 
+; The ae af this hon is as fol- 
Farne The Prophet having mentioned a- 
bove, chap. xxxiii. 21. Andi ĩt came to | 
paſs in the twelfth year of our captivity, in 
the tenth (month, ) on the fifth (day) of the 
month, (that) one who had eſcaped out of 
Jeruſalem came unto me, ſaying, the city is 5 
ſmitten. He then received a viſionꝰ, con- 
cerning the tranſgreſſors of Iſrael, who had 
been the cauſe of the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem: and alſo, concerning the kings of Ju- 
dah, who had cauſed the captivity of Iſrael; 
as in Chap. xxxiv. ver. x, *The word of 
the Lox p came alſo unto me, ſaying, Son of 
man, propheſy againſt the ſhepherds of Iſrael, 
propheſy, and ſay unto them, (even) to the 
| * Thus faith the Lox D n Woe 


Ak Chaps xxx 23. 


on ruf FROPHECIES. mY 


 {unto) the ſhepherds of Iſrael that feed them» = 


ſelves”! He then ſpeaks of their wickedneſs, 
and their criminal behaviour: and for which 
reaſon, God tells them, that they ſhall. be 

deprived of the kingdom: ver. zoth. Thug 


faith the Loxp God; Behold, I (am) againſt 


the ſhepherds, and 1 will require my flock 
at their hand, and will cauſe them to ceaſe 
from feeding the flock-; neither ſhall the 
ſhepherds. feed themſelves any more: for I 
| will deliver my flock from their mouth, and 
they ſhall not be meat for them.” By which 
he ſhewed that, they ſhould not reign over 
them any longer: not while they were in 
captivity in Babylon; nor yet, at their return 
from thence, during the continuance of the 
ſecond temple, He however, informed them, 
that there would yet come a time, when. 
all the tribes ſhould be redeemed, and return 
to their own country; and then a king of 
the houſe of David, ſhould reign over them: 
ver. 11. — 12. For thus faith the Lon n 
God; Behold, I, (even) I, will ſearch after 
my flock, and will diligently ſeek them: at 
A ſhepherd diligently * . ſeeketh his flock, in 


* Heb. According to the diligent ſeeking. 
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of clouds, and of thick darkneſs. 


. DISSERTAT ron 2 
| the day's (hay 
are) ſpread abroad; ſo will T ſeek my ſheep, 

and will deliver them out of all the places 


then he is among his ſheep (t . 


they have been ſcattered, in the w 


is, in the day that Jeruſalem was burnt and : 
deſtroyed ; when its ſmoke went up as the 
pillar of a cloud. Darkneſs, alſo > denotes : 
e in general. e 

In verſe 13th. the Prophet prb ocee 0 


ſhew, what he meant by the figurative lan- 
. guage that he made uſe of, concerning the 


ſheep. * And I will bring them out from 
the people , and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them to their own. 


| land, and feed them upon be 


panes K the land. 1 wil feed Wen in a 5 
good paſture, and upon the high mountains 


of Iſrael ſhall their fold be: there ſhall they 


lie down in a good fold; and (in) a fat paſ- 
ture ſhall they feed upon the mountains of 


Iſrael. I will feed my flock, and I will cauſe 
them to lie down. I will ſeek (that which 


was) loſt,” This denotes the tribes of Reu- 


„ Heb. Clone. + Heb. Peoples. 4 


ben, Gad, and the half tribe of ene 


which were ca 
fide Jordan: and N da che! firſt — 
the nation that were carried captive, they 
were conſidered as if loſt from among the 
congregation. And 1 will uin again 
(chat which was) driven away, This de- 
notes Zebulun, and Naphtali that were car - 


ried captive afterwards. . And 1 will bind 
up (that which was) broken, This de- 
notes the captivity of Samaria; which was 


a great breach of the nation. And I will 
ſtrengthen the ſicx; This denotes the cap- 
tivity of Judah and Benjamin to een 


4 But I will deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong,”* 
This denotes the - preſent captivity, and 
wherein the wicked: who are fat and. ſtrong, 


will be deſtroyed at the time, that the others 


will all be ſought for: i. e. at the reſtora- 


tion. And of the whole nation, he ſays, 1 
will feed them with Judgment,” That is, 
according to the puniſhment due to their 


iniquity. And therefore, he ſays, verſe 17th. 
And (as for) you, O my flock, thus faith . 


the Lox D God; Behold, I (will) judge be- 


tween . and eps (between) the rams 
and 
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the guidance of my particular providence 
and Iwill judge the wicked and 1 
ous, every one according to his works. 


thing unto you, th : 
ture; but that ye tread down. with Your feet 
the reſidue of your paſtures? and that yo 


but cruelly. oppreſſed them, ver, 20. 
Therefore thus faith the Lox D God 8 


— — a4 err al et PE A —— — 


and the he-goats.” They ſhall all hex u 1 er 


The P rophet then Pr occeds. to ſpeak of 
Ys ſhepherds. of, Ifrael, of whom he £1 ke 
at firſt, ver. 18—-19. (Scemeth it) a ima I | 
t ye eat up the good paſ: 


drink the clear waters“; but that. ye foul 

with your feet what remaineth? ** And (as 
for) my flock, they eat that which ye ham 
trodden with your feet, and they drink what 
ye have fouled with your feet,” By this al. 
legory, the prophet ſhews with what a deſ- 


potic power theſe ſhepherds bore-rule.oves 


the people. He therefore tells them, t 


they ſhall no longer rule the nation; & bernd 


they did not properly adminiſter Juſtioes 


them: Behold, I, (even) I, will judge bes 
tween the fat cattle and the. + ion cattle. 5 


. Heb. The depth of he waters. = 5 Fw DAS g | 
+ Heb. And between. 
Be- 


o THE r or ERNI RR os 
Becauſe ye thruſt, with (your) ſide and with, 
(your) ſhoulder, and.puth, all the weak with 
your horns, till ye have. ſcattered them a+ 95 
broad.” By this, the Prophet not only ſhewo 
the deſpotick power of theſe kings, in the 
oppreſſion of the people; but that they, 'by 
their wickedneſs, were alſo the cauſe of the 
people's captivity.” He therefore tells them, 
that God himſelf will fave his people; &c. 
ver. 22d, * Therefore will I fave my flock, 
and they ſhall no more be a prey: and L will 
judge between ſheep and ſheep.” That is, 
between the e and the re e * | 

nation. 73 
+ Prophet deen een us, es 1 
the kingdom ſhall then return to the houſe 
of David. ver. 23d. 8h; And will raiſe up 5 
them, (even) my ſervant David: he ſhalb 
feed Gas and: omg ſhall hu Foe! thep< 
herd. 

And, as at the divifion of ths nr, 0 
when Iſrael withdrew their allegiance from. 
the kingdom of David, they alſo withdrew 
it from the kingdom of heaven®; he there- 


By making the molten calves, 3 Ting 10 28. be. 5 
Vor. U. Z Kk - mu 


. fore tells t hen 


„ v. {86EKTATIONS | N 
hem; that both theſe att 8 1 5 
5 dito then at once: ver. 24th. «And. 
the Loxp will be their God, and my fer< 
vant David a gy Cy thei: 1 the e Lon 
have. Woktn it. Tz 
Ahe Prophet wie Alluter hott; ahh 40 ; 
: ſhall no more go into captivity : neither ſhall 
they experience any wars} or troubles &c. 
And that, although during the captivity, the 
land of 1ſrael, (being under a curſe)" is poor 
and barren ; yet ſhall it then be exceeding y_ 
fruitful. ver. 2 5 — 29. e And IJ Will make 
with them a covenant of: peace, and will 
cauſe the evil beaſts to ceaſe out of the land: 
and they ſhall dwell fafely in the deſert, and 
| ſhall ſleep in the woods. And I will make 
them, and the places round about my hill, 2 
hleſſing; and 1 will cauſe the ſhower to come | 
down in its ſeaſon : they ſhall be ſhowers of 
bleſſing. And the tree of the field ſhall yield 
its fruit, and the earth ſhall yield her increaſe, 
and they ſhall be ſecure in their land,” and 
ſhall know that I (am) the Lon p, When ! 
(ſhall) break the bands of their yoke, and 
{hall deliver them from the hand of thoſe. 
that ſerved themſelves of them. And of 7 


on TRE PROPHEQIES. be 
hall be no more a prey to the nations, nei- 


ther ſhall the beaſts of the land deyour them; 
but they ſhall dwell ſecurely, and none ſhall 


make them afraid. And I will raiſe up for 
chem a plant of renown®, and they ſhall be 
no more conſumed by famine. in the land, 
neither Hear the res of the heathen | 
any more. BT 8 „ 
In vers. 1 whos the Propher We 0 
them, that they ſhall then be again bleſſed 
with the appearance of the divine preſence 


among them, as aforetime. « Thus ſhall 


they know that I, the Lorp their God; 
(am) with them, and. (that) they, even the 
houſe of Iſrael, (are) my people, ſaith the 
| Loxp God. For ye my flock, the flock of 
my Feen ye (are) men, (ond: 1 19009 ping 


By this, the Prophet have that they 1 were to con- 
tinue in the land, and not be removed from thence ; they then 


would become a plant of great Note; as not being liable to 


be plucked up, and caſt away, as a plant of no worth : but 0 


on the contrary, they would be confidered as of great emi- 


nence. Thus, the image made uſe of by the Prophet is 


clearly underſtood; and the fallacy of the Archbiſhop of Ar- 


magh's tranſlation, together with the obſervation of his cri- 


ticks, (Howbigant and Dathius) who would read we prace, 
for d fer a name, is eaſily detected. 45 
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26s ' DISSERTATIONS 
God, ich the Loxp God.” This ſhewy 
ttat, their exalted Nate will then bb the x 
above what it is at preſent, as is that of m 
above the brute creation; for during this 
"dreadful captivity, they were, as a lamb 
led to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her 
ſhearers ®, is dumb. But at 0 reſtora- 
tion, they will enjoy the Pau bo 
| man. 815 
Thbe Prophet having dipeproptrtidlndis 
future happineſs of the nation, proceeds im- 
mediately to propheſy of Seir ; which is the 
fourth beaſt mentioned by Daniel; and de- 
notes the Romans, who deſtroyed the tem- 
ple, and carried us captive; and in Which 
captivity, we remain to this day. And 
therefore, the downfall of Seit, is connected 
with the redemption of Iſrael ; Chap. x xxxv. 
14. © Moreover the word of the Logn 
came unto me, ſaying ; Son of man, ſet thy 
Yee againſt mount Seir, a prophely n : 


* How exactly this hath * falfilled, will be 7 | 
at large in the ſecond part of this work; when we come to 
conſider thoſe prophecies, which Chriſtians.o»/ apply to the 
Meſſiah ; but which will be ſhewn not to be W to the _ 
Meſſiab. 


it . 


7 


oN THE SROPHECIES: 63 
it, And ſay unto it, Thus faith the Lon p 
God ; Behold, I (am) againſt thiee, O mount 

Scir, and I will ſtretch out mine hand againſt 

thee, and will make thee a deſolation-and an 
aſtoniſhment. Thy cities I will lay waſte, 
and thou ſhalt be deſolate ; ane 
know that 1 (am) the Loxp.” | ; 
And, becaufe the hatred. of Edom w/the 
children of Iſrael, hath been perpetual, even 
from the very birth of Eſau ; they are there- 
fore to be _ a perpetual deſolation: ver. 
5—11. | ** Becauſe thou haſt borne a per- 
petual hatred, and haſt ſhed® (the blood of) 

the children of Iſrael by the ſword, in the 
time of their calamity, in the time of (the 
puniſhment of) iniquity, (even in) the end 
(thereof ;) Therefore, (as) I live, faith the 
Lord God, ſurely in blood will I deal with 
thee, and blood fhall purſue thee: ſince thou 
haſt not hated blood, therefore blood ſhall 

purſue thee. Thus will I make-mount Seir 
a deſolation and an aſtoniſhment, and will 


* Heb. And didft ut at | 
I + This denotes the deſtruction of the ſecond temple e 
by the Romans); as being the laſt captivity, and which will 
be the end ot their puniſhment. | . 


92 Lo a 
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Iv: 85 
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cut off from i it him that paſſeth . . 1d him 
85 that returneth. And 1 will fill thy* moun- 
_ tains. with thy ſlain: (as for) thine hills, 
and thy yallies, and all thy ſtreams, they that 
are ſlain by the ſword, ſhall fall therein. 1 
will make thee perpetual + deſolations, and 


thy. cities ſhall geg be inhabited 1 


„ 


ſhall know that I (am) the Lokp. 5 For 
this deſtruction of Edom, (which is the 
fourth beaſt) will be ſo great and extraordi- 
nary, that they will be fully convinced, that 
it is the finget of God, that hath done it. 


And all this will be, 


ä RBecauſe thou haſt 


ſaid, Theſe two nationsꝭ and theſe two coun- 
tries ſhall be mine, and we will poſſeſs i it: 
whereas the Lokp was || there: Therefore, 
(as) I live, faith the Loxp God, I will da 
according to thine anger, and according to 
thine envy, which thou haſt uſed from thine 
hatred againſt them-; and I will make myſelf 


known among them, when I ſhall LJ . 


thee.” 


» Heb. His. + Heb, Everlaſting deſolations, 
} Or return: that is, the inhabitants ha EM re. 


turn, as ſhall thoſe of Iſrael. 


$ Iſrael and OY | 


[ His boly temple. 


| * 7 
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6 on THE PROPHECIES. 265 
The Prophet then proceeds to ſpeak of 
the erroneous doctrines and opinions which 
they have Eo. ns in. oppoſition to the 


word of God; eſpecially that of the miracu- 


Jous conception; of the trinity, &c. And alſo 
that Iſrael was to be perſecuted to death and 
deſtruction; and totally deſtroyed: becauſe 
they crucified the lord of life. ver. 12 —13. 

e And thou ſhalt know that J (am) the 
Loxp, (and that) I have heard all thy blaſ- 


phemies which thou haſt ſpoken againſt the 


mountains of Iſrael, ſaying, They are laid 
deſolate, unto us are th given to be devour- . 


ed. Thus with your mouth have ye mag - 


nified (yourſelves) againſt me, and multi- 


- plied your wards yp me: I have heard 


(chem). 
The Provlite then goes on to b chit 


the whole earth ſhall rejoice at their deſola- 


tion: as the world will then be freed from 
intolerance and ſuperſtition : ver. 14—=15. 
„Thus ſaith the Lon p God; when the 
whole earth rejoiceth, I will make thee de- 
ſolate. As thou didſt rejoice at the inheri- 
tance of the houſe of Iſrael, becauſe it was 
deſolate, ſo will I do unto thee: thou ſhalt 
be e O mount Seir; and all Edom, 
IM 


- {#4 
* 
W 


= DISSERTATIONS. 12 
even) all of it: and they an know that 
I am the Log.” 5 
And, becauſe the conſolation and e 3 
tion of Iſrael will ariſe from the deſolation of 
Edom; the Prophet therefore received the 
following viſion. Chap. xxxvi. ver. 1ſt &c. 
« Alſo, thou ſon of man, propheſy unto the 
mountains of Iſrael, and ſay, Ye mountains 
of Iſrael, hear the word of the LogD.: Thus 
faith the Lonxn God: Becauſe the 1 
hath ſaid againſt you. Aha ! even the anci- 
ent high places are become our poſſeſſion: 
Therefore propheſy, and fay ; Thus faith the 
Lord God: Becauſe they have made (you) 
deſolate, and ſwallowed you up on every fide, 
that ye might be a poſſeſſion to the reſidue 
of the nations; and ye are taken up in the 
| ſpeech of every tongue, and (in) me defi- | 
mation of (every) people; 
By ** the reſidue of the nations, the Pro- 
phet alluded to the Saracens, Turks, &c. 
who alſo at different times had poſſeſſion of 
it: for the land of Iſrael had for a long time 
been a bone of contention between the 
Chriſtians and Mahometans; ag is welt 
known from the Croiſade, or holy war, (as 
it was called) which the Chriſtian powers 
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waged againſt the Turks and infidels for the 


recovery of Paleſtine. And by the ſpeech 
of every tongue,” Ke. the Prophet pointed 
to the flander, reproach, and indignity, with 
which the nation is treated; by all people ; 
and in all languages. And, becauſe Iſrael 


| hath thus borne the reproach of the nations; 


therefore ſhall they all, Chriſtians, Maho- 


metans &c. all bear their reproach, yer. 4— 
8. * Therefore, ye mountains of Iſrael, 
hear the word of the Loxp God: Thus faith 


the Lord God to the mountains and to the 
hills, to the ſtreams and to the vallies, to the 


deſolate waſtes and the forſaken cities, which 
are become a prey to the reſidue of the na+ 


tions that are round about: Therefore thus 
faith the Loxp God: Surely in the fire of 
my jealouſy have I ſpoken againſt the reſi- 


due of the nations, and againſt all Edom, 


who appointed my land to themſelves for a 
poſſeſſion, with the joy of (their) whole 


heart, and with a deſpiteful “ mind, to caſt it 
out for a prey. Prophely therefore concern- 
ing the land of Ifracl, and fay to the moun · 


tains and to the hills, to the ſtreams and to. 
e win deſpit of ul. 


Vor. II. 25 2 8 -the | 


1 - DISSERTATIONS. 
tho vallies 3 Thus faith the Lon p G0 | 
hold, I have ſpoken. in iy jealouſy and jn in | 
my fury, becauſe ye have borne the reproach 
of the nations. Therefore thus faith the 
Lonp God; 1 have lifted: up * mine hand, 
(ſaying), ſurely the nations that are round 
about you, ſhall + (allo) bear their re- 
proach.. Fl | 
And . the mountains a Iſrael, + aro 
TERS at preſent ; yet ſhall they then flou- 
riſh, and be fruitful. The nation alſo, that 
is ſo greatly diminiſhed" in captivity, will 
then be exceedingly numerous; by the return 
of the ten tribes, and God's bleſſing to mul- 
tiply them: ver. 8 —12. * But ye, O ye 
mountains of Iſrael, ſhall ſhoot forth your 
branches, and ſhall bear your fruit to my 
people Iſrael; for they are near coming. 
For behold, I (am) for you, and I will turn 
_ unto you, and ye ſhall be tilled and ſown: 
And I will multiply men upon you, (even) 
all the houſe of Iſrael, all of themꝭ: and the 
cities ſhall be inhabited, and the waſte pla- 
ces ſball be built. And 1 will multiply men 


7 ® Or, Thave from. 4 Heb, They flall. 
$ Heb. Near to come. 5 Heb, It: 
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creaſe and bring forth: and [ will cauſe you 
to be inhabited. according g to your ancient, 
ſtate, and will 40 better (unto you) than at 
your beginning; and ye ſhall know that 1 
(am) the Loxp. Yea, I will cauſe men to 
walk upon you, (even) my people. Iſrael : 
and they ſhall poſſeſs thee, and thou ſhalt be 
their inheritance, neither ſhalt thou bereave 
them (of it) any more. They are to have 
the mountains of Iſrael. for an inheritance; 
and are, never to be bereft of them any 
more: neither are they to 80 into captivity 
any more, | 
The Prophet proceeds, verſe 1 3 8 
« Thus faith the Lord God; ; Becauſe they | 
ſay of you, Thou devoureſt up men, and thou 
bereaveſt thy nations ; therefore thou ſhalt 
devour men no more, neither bereaye thy 
nations any more, faith the Logy. Neither 
will I cauſe the reproach of the nations to 
be heard againſt thee any more, neither ſhalt 
thou bear the upbraiding of the people any 
more, neither ſhalt thou bereave thy nati- 
ons any more, faith the LoxD God.“ 
Tam ſenſible, that the generality of com- 
Ll2 26: i + 0p 


upon 5. you, and beaſts: . and they ſhall in- . 
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their blood hath flowed. This accuſation, 


where, ſince the twelfth century. This 
charge hath been brought againſt them. by 


26% DISSERTATIONS. 5 

montators, underſtand this ag ſpoken of the 
land: for the adjoining nations (as they fy) 
having obſerved the heavy ſufferings of the 
Jewiſh nation, accuſed the land of extermi. 
nating its inhabitants: : but this 1 am conſi- 
dent, is not what the Prophet alluded to by 


| this allegory, but that he pointed 1 to chan: 


the Jews haye been ſo ate and, o unj juſtly 
accuſed of, by the Chriſtians ; viz, the * cru» 
cifying. Chriſtian children on the eve of the 
Paſſover, that they may renew their fathers 
crime, who crucified Jeſus Chriſt®:” and on 

account of which, they have ſuffered ſuch 
dreadful perſecutions, and ſuch torrents of 


(as. Baſnage lays) - 1s found repeated every 


che cavy and malice of the Chriſtians, who 


were contin ually thirſting for the blood, or. 


the wealth of this, unfortunate and afflicted 
nation, in almoſt every country where ever 
they dan a 1. The Pro phet * 0 


2 See Baſaage 65 Hiſtory of the Jew, Book 5. 
chap: zi · Sect- 14. &c. p. 642 | 
49 This charge, ws alſo find o have been brouph 


on THE PROPHRCIES, ans. 
aſſures them, that God will take vengeance 
on the nations for this falſe accuſation, and 
that they ſhall-no more be thus reproached, 

with bereaving the nations amongſt whom 
they dwelt of their male children *, by cru- 


_ cifying of them; for when the nation ſhall 


be redeemed, they will no longer be ſubject 
to this reproach. That this, is what the 
Prophet alluded to, is manifeſt from his 
making uſe of the pronoun plural affix, PM 
Thy nations; meaning thereby the d/Ferent na- 
tions among whom they were ſcattercd : and 
therefore, he alſo ſays, that the reproach and 
upbraidings of cheſe nations ſhall no more be- 
heard againſt them; for this een, mh 
be n removed. 
From the explanation how given of a. 
great and important prophecy, the follow- 
ing ſeven important fundamental principles 
are deducible. Firſt, the vengeance which 
God will take in the latter days on Edom, 


«gibi them in England, See Anglia Judaica, page x [nn LE 


12 136. | 
Tuts 18 what the Prophet meant by e men,” "Te 
cauſe it was the male children that —_ were accuſed of cru» 


n 


es 


272 pisskxrarions 
whom he mentions by the name ar + de 
Seir: and which agrees with the fetond. 
auer contained in the Le of 
_— ; 7 5 
Second, the ſalvation ae cedeptibit of 
Iſrael ; as mentioned“, And I will bring 
them out from the people, and gather them 
from the countries; and will bring them to 
their own land, &c. and which h with 
the third principle of Ifaiah. = | 
Third, the reſtoration of the ten ah] 
as is mentioned, <* And I will multiply 
men upon you, (even) all the houſe of Iſrael, 
| all of them:” &c. and which agrees with 
the fourth principle of Iſiah. — © E 
Fourth, that God willalfo take vengean 500 ; 
on all the other nations beſides Edom ; as is 
ſaid ; Surely in the fire of my jealouſy 
have I ſpoken againſt the reſidue of the na- 
tions,” &c. and which bg WO devs FE | 
principle of Iſaiah. 
Fifth, that at the time of the future re- 
RO a n of the _ of David i is ; to. 


x: .* 


* Chap. xxxiv. 13. N Lo 
+ Clap, % lin ? 
05 reign 


oon "THE PROPHECIES. agg 
reign over them; as is ſaid“, And I will 
raiſe up one ſhepherd over them, and he 
ſhall feed them, (even) my ſervant David: 
he ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be theit 
ſhepherd. and which agrees with the tenth 
principle of Iſaian. 

Sixth, that the ſymbol of the nk _ ; 
ſence, and the ſpirit of prophecy, will then 
be reſtored to them, as aforetime; as is ſaidF, 
“And I the Lord will be their God,” and 
which agrees with the eighth principle of 
Seventh, that they ſhall not return to cap- 
tivity more: as mentioned F, And they 
ſhall be no more a prey to the nations,” and 
which agrees with the eleventh fn * 

Iſaiah. 

Nov, it is manifeſt from all hiſtory, both 
ſacred and profane, that not one of theſe 
principles have hitherto ever been accom- 
pliſhed: for it cannot be ſaid, that they were 
fulfilled at their return from the Babyloniſh 
captivity ; becauſe God did not then take 
vengeance on Ls and the other nations, 


» Chap. xxxiv. 23» 
F Ibid. 24. Ibid. 28, 


prior 


8 piss ERTATI10 Ns 

prior to their redemption ; e deſcribed 

by the Prophet. And it is well known that "54 
the ten tribes did not then return. Neither | 

did a king of the houſe of David reign over I 

them during the continuance of the ſecond 
temple. Neither was there any appea ance 
of the divine preſence in the ſaid temple; nor 

was the ſpirit of prophecy among them. And 
a far more convincing proof than all, is, that 

a few centuries after their return, they were 
again carried into this long and dreadful cap · 

tivity, where they have remained upwards of 

ſeventeen hundred years ; all which, is a de+ 

monſtration, that this propheey was not ful- 

filled at their return from Babylon. And it 

is equally clear, from the acts recorded of 
Jeſus* in the New Teſtament, that none of 
theſe principles were accompliſhed in his 
perſon ; nor during the time of his miniſtry, 

And it would only be waſting of time, to ng 

manner of purpoſe, to prove that ny” ein. 


* The Archbiſhop of Armagh, thinks it anay os 

to Chriſt ; bur with how little probability of truchy may be 

. perceived from his Note on Chap. xXXxIv. 25. it is as fol- 
lows. This prophecy may refer to Zerubabel, to Chriſt. 

and to a future deſcendant of David, who * 3 over che 
Jews after their reſtoration.” 
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be ale at TY 2p pearance * the — 
Meſſiah. A 1 12 a 1 17535 2 2 5 5 . 4 : 
The pred; erte ene verſe 


16th, of the chapter we have been treating 


of „ end Kune laſt 
verſe of the ſame. #4 Veit i e © Ss... 
The putport of this en 1 1. 
lows. The Prophet having propheſied that 
God. would aſſemble the; outcaſts of Iſrael, 
and reſtore them to their own land; and 
knaving that ſchoffers and unbelievers might 
fay, if God is ſo earneſt to-xeſtore- them o 
their nen be dire chem out _ | 


cha were in their-lands (they. cfiled it hy 
their wickedneſs; ſo that if they were am. a 
Une; ver, 16—519- + The word, of de 
Lonp came alſo unto. a; Sridga Son of 
man; when. the art len eech in Shel 
. pane halen ipichs*- 
defilement of g-removed woman. Where- 
fore I poured out my fury upon them for the 
vos Mm V 
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trary, is highly favourable to them 
der the image of a menſirucus ivomam, the 


el is not forſaken of his God.” And t 
. fore, although when they dwelt in their land, 


D they defiled it; and for which reaſon, they 
weredriven out; yet, was it never the inten- 


tion of God, when he ſcattered them among 

tte nations, to ſpend his wrath upon them, 

|  toconſume them, and utterly caſt them off 

ſo that they ſhould no more be his pe; 
No: But they were only onlidered 

1 the fame Rate as a a removed \ 


27 5 bisszxrrions „ 
blood which they had ſhed upon the land 
and (becauſe) they had polluted it wich the 

| idols. And 1 ſcattered then 
0 tions, and TT were om ee homer. the 


among the na- 


e to TS doings 1 judged th Dt 


Tt muſt be obſerved,” that the 'Prophet's 


comparing their evil doings to the defileme 
of a removed woman; is not to ſhew the hei- 
nouſneſs of their offence ; but on the con- 


Af 


r un- 


Prophet ſhews, that at no time whatſoeve 
during their deſolations, ant captivity,” did 


God ever give a bill of divorcement to the 


nation; ſo as to repudiate them: for Iffa- 


'C-, 


44 


n TH e e 


2 2 
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during all the days of her defilement, is re- 
moved from her huſband z: but after her pu- 
rifiaation, the: again returns to his boſom; 


even ſo is it with the nation: for ſhe is, as. 


it were, ſanckiſed * to God by his precepts, 
and wedded to him by the written contract 
of his law: and therefore, when ſhe ſinned 


againſt him, he, as her huſband, removed 


her, becauſe of her defilement; and ſcattered 9 


the nation though. the countries ; Judging. 


* 8. 4 ths. 


them according to their doings: yet never- 
theleſs, it was always in his mind to reſtore 


them, as the menſtruous woman is e to 


her huſband after a certain time... | 
The Prophet however, Ten to (hows FE 

that, even from this temporary remayal, 

God's name was profaned among the nations 


whither they went; _ verſe 2oth.... © And 


when they came to the nations whither they 


vent, they profaned mine holy name, in that 


it was ſaid concerning them, Theſe (are) the 


people of the Lord, and they are gone forth. 
” out of his land,” Not that they enten 


© This x et nate ef l ee 
= the nation · See . Ceremonies of the _” 
. 133. en 


I n „ ber- 


oF — 1 1 5 
| 8 the: name of God, bot chr-h h * 
wele the cauſe of its being : 
nations aid; that God hid totally es . 
off, and made choice of the Gentiles, in . 
ſtead; becauſe they had rejected, and eruei- 11 
fied Kis beloved ſon, and lord of Hife: The 
has the holy name of God been profinedby | 
the doctrine of a triune Deity; of a god made 
fleſh in the womb of a virgin 3 10 contrary! 
to the doctrine of the ſtrict Unity of God, 
inculeated throughout the Law and the Pro- 
| phets | he therefore tells them, that he Will 
Have tab on his holy name that had bn 
thus profaned among the nations; ver. 21. 
< But I had pity for mine holy name, which _ 
the houſe of Iſrael have profaned among de 
nation; whither they are gone. For by 
ſheif bein g thus among the nations; His holy 
naitie was profaned; he therefore aſſures ui 
that he will ſanctify his name, by redeeming 
them; although they ſhould be totally un⸗ 
worthy of it; ver. 22 — 24. Therefore 
ſay unto the holiſe of Iſrael, Thus faith: the 
Loxp God; Not for your ſakes do 1 (this), 
O houſe of 1ſrael, but for mine holy name, 
which ye have profaned among the nations, 
hn, aa ye arc gone. And I will * ] 
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know that rte ily * Len- Raith the Lonp 
God, when F ſhall be fanctified ir you in 
their fight. For T will take you from a- 
mong the nations, and gather you out of all 
| countries; and r ae into bre own FE 
land: 1 e ee | 
Aud as the be Piepbet had ads uſe of ie £ 
image of a menſtruous woman, to thew . | 
defilement, he ſays, ver. 25th. Then wil 
1 ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye — = 
be cleanſed : from all your defilements, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanſe you.” For 
as the menſtraous woman is cleanſed” by 
ablution ; ſo will God cleanſe them with : 
clean water, chat they ay berome | + pure: a- 
gain. MY * 
And that they ſhould: no more return to 
fin ; he ſays, verſe 26th. will alſo give 
you a new heart; and a new ſpirit will 'Tpnr _. 
within you; and IJ will remove the heart of 
ſtone from your fleſh; and will give you an 
heart of fleſh.'” By this figure, the Prophet 
ſhews that, they will no more follow their i ir- 
regular defires, and their cupidity ; for that 


eit 


them; ver. 27 — 28. And my 
will I put within vou, and cauſe you to Walk 


tions. 


n DISSERTATIONS: 
the great and ſtupendous miracles, * will i 
then be performed in their ſight, will make 

uch a laſting impreſſion on them, as entire- 


ly to deſtroy their evil imagination, and in- 
cline them to all good; ſo that they will 


then be in the Sy fate that adam was in 
before his fall. 


The Dane is a on 9185 e that. they 
ſhall then have the ſpirit of pfophecy and 
the ſymbol of the divine preſence reſtored to 
my ſpirit 


in my ſtatutes, and to keep my judgments 
and do them. And ye ſhall dwell in the 
land which I gave to your fathers; and 
ye ſhall be wy people, and I will be Fo 


God.” 

He alſo aſſures ha that they. dall n na 
more receive the reproach of famine among 
the nations, ver. 29-—30. And 2 ſave 


you from all your defilements; and I will 
call for the corn and will munteres it, and 

| will not ſend famine upon you. And I will 
multiply the fruit of the tree, and. the i in· 
ereaſe of the field; that ye may no more re· - 


ceive the reproach of famine e na- 


Fe + 
> OW 


on THE PROPHBCIES. 281 
ill then remember cheir evil ways, 
wa will "choroughly: repent of them: ver. 
31. Then ſhall ye remember your evil 
ways, 120 your doings that (were) not good ; 
and ye ſhall loathe yourſelves , for your ini- 
quities and for your abomi nations. 
The Prophet then informs us, that han | 
they ſhall have thus conſidered all their evil 
_ deeds ; they will know, and be fully con- 
vinced, that this great redemption and ſalva- 
tion will not be wrought on account of their 
merit, as they are entirely undeſerving of 
it; but that he will do it for the ſake of his 

holy name; (as above mentioned) ver. 32. 

Not for your ſakes do 1 (this), faith the _ 
Loxp God; be it known unto you: be/a- 
| ſhamed and confounded for your own: ww, 
O houſe of Iſrael.” .. 

The Prophet homie by. a n . LY 
contraſt, ſhews the happy ſtate that the land | | 
will then be in, inſtead: of the woful, ruined 
ſtate, that it is in at preſent: ver. 33——36. 

Thus faith the Lonp God: In the day 
when I ſhall have cleanſed you from all your 
iniquities, and ſhall cauſe the cities to be in- 
habited, and the waſte places to be built, and 
3 the deſolate land ſhall be tilled, 

where- 


4. 
Fe ; . 


| DISSBRDATIONS „ 
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that are left round about you ſhall kno. 
that I' the LoxD have built the ruined pl; 
hoes and: planted the (land um Og | 
late: I'the'/LorxD have ſpo 
| 0 Ss „% For when e; il ede 
transformation of the land n the loweſt 
| ſtate of miſery, to the higheft ſtate of wy 
fection; they all will be fully -convineed, 
that it was the hand of the Lor p that ham 
done it; according to the word which 1. 
had ſpoken by the mouth of his Prophet. 
And, as ſome may object neee this 
flouriſhing tate of the country, on account 
of the great diminution which Abe nation 
has ſuffered in this captivity: the Loud 
promiſes them his peculiar bleſſing to multi- 
ply them: ver. 35 —38. Thus faith the 
Lox p' God, 'Ewhill yet (for); this be inquired 
of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do (it) for them: 
Tx) will inoreaſe” ee N 1 es 4 | 
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ö —— is ths ug i ack 


they will be thus docile nt the 


they. ſhall Know That 1; (am) ibe Lon g. 
And which is absent f perfec 
knowledge. % d 


From this, explanation of the: prophecy, 
the following fundamental ee Hor 8 


ducible. Firſt, the future 


ſalvation of the nation: as is ſaid®, 66 For I 
will take you from among the nations, and 
gather you out of all countries; and bring 
you into your own od,” '.. And . as 


| * e 3 | | 


oh wed belle, 
«a 


on the ee e auhaugh | 
flacks ;: yet 

will mente endowed· with fupediar wiſdom: 
. ; as the Prophet ſays, And 0 f 
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1 wi be Yr! God and wRich 


ee 4 rh Halt ne 
in reſt th 1 40 16 fig" 


with the erghth principle of Iſaiah, ms 
2 weed, fiat God will eircumeiſe 1 
en beige - will not te mib up or 
tivity any more: as as mentioned, % And 10 U 
give you a new heart, and à fiew 'ſpirit" will 
| I put within you, and I will mee RI 
k heart of ſtone from your fleſh, „c, And 
which agreed wih che debenth pri en 
Toich. y 


Fifth, that the 2 Gill all then —_ 
knowledge the ſtrict Unity of God, c, as 
5 | N 


/ 


o : AE b COPHEDIBS: | 2 
is ſaid © | 


And ithe nations). H I 
(am) the Lonp, e, And: icky 
ee tho ewelfth:privaiplcof Waiahs!! 1 55 

Noz it is oleary that none of e fins 
eiples were fulfilled at tlleir return from B 

bylon: neither were they pliſhed da- 
ring the life of ſeſus neither enn they in 

any manner be applied tb the ſpiritusli- 
zing ſcheme df the Chtiſtians. Whenbe 
is mãnifeſt that they remain! to be actorhs = 
pliſhed at the final reſtoration of the e 
byithe hands of the true. Meſſiah, 1-7 - 

FTheofiſth ptopheey 3 clidd.. 
kxxviith. ver. 1ſt. and is; 2 t the 
end of ver. 14th: of th 2 It. which 
the Proptict peakeat.large of WY a: refit. 

on of the dead. 16 enn 241 1s Balg 2 2 81 

Hefore we procted, I judge it: neceſſry to 

| obſerve , thut there is great was 371 mw 


oxi? actually 3 1 0001 
bones were covered With floſhz kin, Se. 
| andireally Rodd on their fett alive; "+ ona e 


als Ai AF 2G, 4 py. 9 Y 74 4 8 pay, 10 Q 12 "Fe? 


Per 2e helek. : 5 
1 N e turn; 
797 e 
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286 51882 RTA TIONS: 40 
| OPIN God, for this great merey: 
for they) Were of opinion that | theſe /lai . 
were of the childten of Ephraim, who (ac 
cording to tradition) went out from Egypt | 
before the time of their redemption was 
come; and wete therefore ſlain by the en 
of Gath. Though ſome think they were 
ſlain in the wilderneſs, for going againſt 
Gath, contrary to the wo 
which, the -Plalmiſt: is ſuppoſed to allude 
Pſalm. Ixxviii. 9. &c. See 1 Chron. vii. 21. 
& Yalkut. fol. avi. 2. Sect. aa. But hn 
others*, with far greater probability of truth, 
are of opinion, that it was onlx a viſion, in 
which all this was ſhewn to the Prophet, aa 
an image or figure, of the reſurrection, that 
is to take place at the time of the future re- 
ſtoration of the vation. This i is farther cor- 
roborated by the arrangement of this, and 
che two following prophecies: for in this 
prophecy, the Prophet ſpeaks of the .reſar- Tr 
rection: and from ver. 15th. to the end of the 
chapter, he ſpeaks of the: reſtoration of the 
nation'; when they are all to be united into 
one kingdom, under one prince: and in chap- 


'* Maim, Abarbanal, c. he 


d of God: and ta 


4 x 


' ON Tus rROPUE Es». % 
ter xxxviiith, he ſpeaks of the ra N 
which God will take of their enemies. 
Aud it really is very remarkable, that o our 
_ - Legiſlator Moſes, (as I have obſerved in the 
explanation of his ſecond ptophecy Vol. It. 
p. 5455. ) hath alſo thus arcanged-them; = 
hen he ſays; I kill, and I Will male a- 
live: ” ts this denotes wes msd tif 5 ; 
notes nite 25 — the cap- 
tivity they were © wounded: with ſare affficti- 
ons; and therefore the captivity ĩs called the 
wound of Iſrael; and the redemption their 
cure. . Neither (is chem anzyanat can de- 
liver out of my hand.“ This denotes. the 
vengeanoe that God will take of their, ;ene- 
| mies. '- monk 21 nile n! | EF 70 IN 
Weſ ſhall. now proceed-g0 the explanation 
of the prophecy. Ver -a. hand 
of the EOD -was; opon s,, and eartied m * 
out in the ſpirit of the Lom and ne * 
the midſt: of a alley Mhich Was d, full of 


bones, And,euvſed. me to pa by em round” | 


about ; and, lo, there were) very many on” 
the ace nn and, lauilghey gare 8 


8 Heb, Andi it „ | 5 
very 


400 -- Birks EXTATIONS 10 
, very dry. * The great number of the bones; 
was to ſhe, the prodigious numbers that 
ſhall arĩſo at the reſurtection: and their be- 
ing very dry; us to inform us, that the re- 
: ſurre&isn wauld not takte place till after a 
long time; til the end of days .. 
In verl zd, the Prophet mentions! Godis 
queſtion to Him and his anſwer : theretol 
4 Then he ſaicd unto me; Som vf man, can 
theſe bond live? And T anſbered; Or Lem 
God, then lenoweſt.. This anſwer of the 
Prophet is nor free from objection; (as the 
learned Abarbanal obſerves): for ifhe had un- 
derſtood 'God's queſtion, as "aſking him if 
they could live according to nature : heooght 
to have anſwered in the negative; And if he 
underſtood the queſtion to denote, - whether 
God by his ofinipotent power, could reahi- 
axate them in a ſupernaturub manner; he 
oight'ts have anſwered in the affctnatibe 
by ſuying Ikribw chat thou cauſt do every 
thing; that thy power Was large as thy Hul 
And that nothing cam hinder cher from uf 
ſectiug whatever thou defireſt; It therefore 


is to de W why the inn : 


of Din. xii, 13. 


5 —_ to the | merit ot their bene 70 


of the In 3 ye are e d 


that life is not to be expected from 
and by which he ſhewed, that of the 


o THE: PROPHEOTSS.. —_ 
manne "The inet Wwwhich "Is, 


aid, . Not for your altes de this, O- Had 


of Iſracl;” He nb ald ths Pevpher 2 


cher they” deere wokehy) of Wd 


Then he ſai unto. me, 


perithed, that no 1 


ey were utterly unworthy of a reſurrecti- | 
on; yet nevertheleſs, ſays he, hear the word 

of God; be attentive to his wonder working 
power : her (ver. 5=6.) „ Thus faith the 


Lonp unto theſe bones: Behold, J will cauſe 


breath to enter into you, and ye ſhall live : 
And I will lay finews upon you, and will 
bring up fleſh upon you, and cover you with 


drew ez done it it bone, 1 


man, and day unto the breath, Thus faith 
| the, Logp Gods Come from the four winds, 
O breath; e YRS 5 theſe Hain, chat 
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| Gin, and. put breath into you; and ye ſhall = 
live, And all know that. Ih (am), the 


| Long.“ 403 Lob eas! TOY 704 10 »* 78 | 


be Prophet .cheo cinforms. vs," iat gl 


 thqugh. be, thaughr, this a. ching al eff im- 


poſſible ; yet be. prophelied,; hecauſe it w 
Gods cemmand chat he ſhgpld do 92 ver. 
72 h 80 Lprophehed as I Was commanded; 
and 8 J. prepheſicd. there eis a noise And, 
behold, Chefe 995) af g the bones. 
I when J. 
d, hehgld, (there were)  finews upon, 
them, and the fleſh game up, and the Rin 
coyered them kes here 1 vas) no 
breath in, them. I hen he ſaid unta me, %o 
pheſy unto the 7 propheſy, Oſſon of. 


3 me; an I the breath e came into them, 

and they! lived, and ſtood, on their ſeet, an ex- 
ceedingly great hoſt. Then he ſaid unto 
me; Son of man, theſe bones (are) tha whole | 
Houſe of iſrael ; behold, they ſay, Our bones 


are dried, and our hope i is loſt ; We, are .cut 
en no aol; 


off for our parts. This is, a very Ju juſt com- 
laint of the nation ; for although they are 
| 5 be reſtored by the Meſſiah, in the latter 
days; ; yet of what benefit. will the future to 
demption be, to thoſe that have been fo 555 
elly perſecuted to death, and ſuffered mart r- 
dom for the ſake of his holy name, during 
this long and dreadful captivity ? 2 T! 
the Prophet lfaiah complained : | 


It. page 176. Kc.) and in pate Shi 


he immediately received. that moſt benign, 
conſolatory, and enliyenin g F promiſe, 74 Thy 
dead men ſhall live my deceaſed, they ſhall 


riſe.” as ſhewn at large, Vol. It. P. 181. 


&c, So the Prophet here likewiſe, receives 
an order, to propheſy of the future reſur- 


rection, for their conſolation; 2 that they, who | 


mourn for Jeruſalem, may alſo. 1 rejoice with 
her: ver. 1 2—14. * Therefore propheſy, 


and ſay unto them; Thus faith the Loxy 


God; Bchold, I will open your graves, and 


cauſe you to come u p out of your graves, 0 
my people; and bring you into the land of 


Iſrael, And ye ſhall know that I (am) the 


Log, when I have opened your graves, and 5 
cauſed you to come up out of your graves, 
You. II. % fy "0 


on THE: \PROPREOLES. : 298 | 
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O my [ee And all put my tpir icit ws The - 


in ye, and ye ſhall live, and T mall WE 


I: : your own land: : then {hall ye know. that 


1 the Lonp have ſpoken (ig, and have done | 
(it), ith the Logy.” 1 te F 


oe 6 ie 11225 


Thus has the Prophet in in a Gs and 
beautiful manner, under the ſimilitude of ; a 
prodigious number of dry bones, ſhewn the 
reſurrection of the Jewish nation: 1 tay of 


che Jewiſh nation 3, and not of, the reſt. of 
mankind : for although, in ſpeaking of the 


great end that is to be effected by the reſut- 
rection, T have obſerved#, that there is to | 
be a particular, and general! reſurrection: : the 
former, for the Jewiſh nation; and the lat 


ter for the reſt of mankind: yet, here, the 


Prophet only ſpeaks of that for the Jewiſh 


nation; and therefore lays, ce And will cauſe 
you to come up out of your graves, O my 


people ; ” and which i is another great proof, 
that the Prophet was foretelling the reſur- 
rection, which is to take place after che re- 


ſtoration of the nation: : as he made uſe of 


the t term = * graves,” apt and which, _ he would 


wn 


| have 


o THE, Nene 2 
have ſhewn the reſtoration of the na ion, un 
der the  fimilitude « of the image a Fs dry 


"£41 40 11 
bones 3, as Chriſtian commentators in gene 


? ral ay, becauſe chere Were no gr aver 825 7 EF 
and therefore he, did not. 'rgs ke m 0 b 
any as they all laid in the gprn, 78 : he 


therefore would h ave | "faid, as uf ſual l, WE) df 


"FO 4 


will bring 28 you up from among th. th e. 1 Fs, 12 
and will bring you into your, lande and, hot 
have ſpoken c of breath, and lifes and the open- 
ing of the graves, F. It therefore i is plain, 
that this prophecy is to thew, the future rer 
ſurtection; as hath, been ſhewn from the ar: 
rangement of the three Prophecies that fol 
low each other. Ma e SIA an 
The reafon chat Chriſtian, commentators 
in general explain it, as denoting, the future 
reſtoration, of the nation; and not their, re- 
ay hath, been ſhewn at large, (Vel. 
It. p. 183. &c;) in my remark on Biſhop 
Lowth's Note on Iſaiah KRI, 90 840 
J muſt now obſerve, that it is Wande, 
that this prophecy hath at no time whatſo- 
evef been fulfilled ; but remains to he accoms 
liſhed at the time of the future reſtaration 
ol the nation, by means of the true Meſfi= 
ne The 
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494 2 SHOE IxBbs Fo 
85 The Heth prophec) commences | verſs 
1 th, of the ſame chapter | that contained the 
5 prece cop g prophec CY; and i is continued to \ the 
| 51 of the laſt verle of the fame. WET Es = 
The Prophet having in the prece ing pro- 
phecy,” thewn 1 the fature reſurrection of the 
dead 5 proceeds now. to Inform us, that At 
the time 'of the reſurre&tion, and the reſto- 
ration of the nation; the Into of the king- 
J8is' of Iſtael and Judah, will alfo then 
take place; and they ſhall not be divided 
into two kingdoms, any more: ver. 15 
22. „ The word of the Lon D came alſo 
unto me, faying; Moreover, thou fon f 
man, take thee one ſtick, and write upon n, 
For Judah, and the children of Iſrael his 


companions *; Then take another ſtick and 
write upon it, © For Joſeph, the ſtick of 


Ephraim and of all the houſe of Iſrael his 
companions. Then join them « one to an- 
other (as) into one ſtick, and they thafl th" 


A 24- 31 
* That i is, e EP 8 who 3 10 FR 
kingdom of J udab ; as LI ſome few or the other tribes, that 


| e | £13 & FA A 


' + This denotes all the other tribes of _ and 


| "rap" . . 
therefor the Prophet faid, * alt rhe bane of Iſrsei. 


come 


he Bu I 9 ag > RO von 


> on” Tun Fork T Els. 2995 
come one in thine hand. And when the 
children of thy people e ſhall ſpeak unto thee, 


 faying, Wilt thou not thew* us what thou * 
(mane) by theſe 4 Say unto them, chuz | 


ſaith the LoRp God; Bohold, T will take 


the ſtick of Joſeph which (was) f in the hand 
of Ephraim and of the tribes of Ifrael his 


companions, and will put them on it, with. 


the ſtick of Judah, and will make them one 


ſick, and they thall bec one in mine ph ye 


. | Heb. What (are) thels. ds 1 ? 

+ The Archbiſhop of Armagh's Note on this Fo 
is curious; and plainly ſhews how theſe critics trifle with the 
ſacred text: it is as follows. · in mine hand] FIR PA, „ in 
the band of Judah, is the reading of . Arab, from the 
abbreviation * TA, as Cappellus curiouſly obſerves ” Cucis 
ous indeed! For unfortunately for theſe curious critics, we 


know of no ſuch thing as abbreqiatiens ii Sctiptur: : Abbre- 


viations are only to be found in Rabbinical writings. But it 


muſt farther be obſeryed, that the Atchbithop's. comment, is 
equally as curious as Capellus's obſervation ; for he obſerves, | 


wh prefer. this reading, as it makes the Prophecy more deſi · 


nite, in the hand of Judah; firſt, under Zerubbabel, and heres. 


after under a great kiug of that tribe.“ But with all dae 


deference :to the Archbiſhop's great knowledge, in ſacred and 


profane learning, I fain would aſk him, where he found;: that 


Zerubbabel ever reigned over Judah, Ephraim, and al, the 
houſe of Iſrael, their companions? Now, (not to mention. - 
ike other parts of this prophecy ; as their nat returning to 
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296 a DISSERTATIONS , 


And the ſtieks whereon thou writeſt * hall 
bein thine hand before, their eyes. And. fay 


thou unto, them, Thus faith the Lopp Gags 


Behold, 1 will, take, the children of heel 
from, among the nations whither they are 


| gone, and will gather them from, every tide, 


and bring them into cheir own land. And 


1 will make them one nation in the land, 
upon the mountains of Hrael; and one king 
; ſhall be king over them all; . and they. ſhall 


no more be two nations, neither ſhall they 


be divided into two Kingdoms, any more at | 
all. 3.5 


And as the ion of the kingdoms was 
one cauſe of their falling into idolatry, by 
Jeroboam's making the calves; he tells them, 
that after their union, they ſhall no more re- 


1 Neither ſhall they 


fn any more ; ied God's Cantiuary veg laced in —— 


of them for ever) this promiſe ſurely, cannot be faid to have 
been fulfilled under Zerubbabel, who was nothing more, than 
the governor of Judea under Cyrus; and not the king under 
whom the whole nation is to be united. It however, is ſome 

conſolation to us poor Iſraelites, that in his great goodneſs 
the Archbiſhop has allowed us to hope that, it po oro | 


filled in under a grent kingof' that N 


0 


14 


on Tur PpROPHE CIES. 297 


defile themfel ves any more with their” idols, 
nor with their abominations, ' nor with any 


of their tranſgreſſſons: but I will five them 
from all their dwelling places wherein they 


have linned, and Wilk cheat them :“ That 


is, from all the oohntries whe 
been in captivity ; and Where tliey had fin- 
ned, by bowing down to ſtocks and ſtones; 
agreeable to what our legiſlator Moſes faid'®, 


And thou ſhalt ſerve other gods, wood and 
ſtone.” And becauſe they were there pol. 

luted in their fins,” he ſays, and 1 wilt 
cleanſe them; ſo that they will then be clear 


from all pollution; and which will be the 


means of their being happy in the enjoy - 


ment of what they had ſo long been depriv- 


ed of: namely, their being under the imme 
diate government of God, and the houſe of 


David; as the Prophet ſays in the latter 


member of the verſe, and ver. 24th. And 
they ſhall be my people, and I will be their 
God. And my ſervant David (ſhall be) king 


over them, and they all ſhall have one ſhep-. 


herd; and they ſhall walk in my judgments, 


and obſerve my Natutes, and do them.“ 15 
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1 DISSERTATION... 


In ver. 25th. he ſhews the a exiſt 
ence of the nation, and their poſſeſſic an of the 
land for ever: * And they ſhall dwell i in the 
land which 1 gave to my ſervant Jacob, 
wherein your fathers haye dwelt; and they 


ſhall dwell therein, (eyen) they and their 
| children and their children I children for e- 


ver; and David my fervant chal be) their 
Raine for „ tt 
The Prophet then proceeds to how, that, 
they are no more to be vexed, or tormented 
with wars, or any other trouble 1, but ſhall 
enjoy everlaſting peace, and the higheſt ſtate 
of felicity, both temporal, and ſpiritual ; ver. 


 26=27. I will alfa make a covenant of 


peace with them ; it ſhall be an everlaſting 


' covenant with them: and I will place them, 
and multiply them; and will place my fanc- 


tuary in the midſt of them for ever. My ta· 
bernacle alſo ſhall be with them: yea, 1 will 
be their God, and 1 ſhall be my. pen 


ple.“ „ 
The . goes 0 on to ſhew, that then 


ſanctity will be ſuch, as, to be known among 


all nations, who by that means, will, be 
brought to the knowledge of the one true 
God: ver. 28. © And the nations ſhall 
3285 4 | e 


— 
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"4 + x 
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know. that I the Lorp ſanctify Iſrael, when 
my. ſanctuary ſhall be in the midſt of my 
for evermore. ene ee On [1 p60 ie 
From the 1 e of this 
prophecy ; the following fundamental prin- 
ciples are deducible. Firſt, The future re- 
demption and ſalvation of Iſtael; as is* ſaid, 
„ Behold,, I will take the children of Iſrael 
from among the nations whither they are 


gone, and will gather them from every ſide, 


and bring them into their own land.“ And 
which agrees with the bird gp con- 


tained i in the prophecies of Iſaiah. 


Second, The reſtoration of the ten * 3 
and which principle, it muſt be obſerved, 


| hath in none of the prophecies, been ſo 


clearly ſhewn, as in this; where the Pro- 
phet ſays, ver. 19. *© Behold, I will take 


the tick of Joſeph, which (was, inthe hand 
of Ephraim and of the tribes of Iſrael his 


companions,” &c. And which ben with 
the fourth principle of Iſaiah. 0 
Third, that a king of the dls of David, 
is to reign over Iſracl and Judah together. 
This principle alſo, hath not been more clear- 


* Verſe 21. 
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be) king over them, & c. And ee ag 


hs 1 iss rMTA Tiens 0. <a81 
1 dtpriticd by any other dae than by 
Ezekiel, when he ſays, (ver. 22.) * And * 


will make them one nation in the land, upon 


the mountains of Iſrael; and one king ſhall 
be king over them all; and they ſhall be nd 
more two nations, neither ſhall they be divi- 


ded into two kingdoms any more at all:“ 


ver. 24, „And David my ſervant (ſhall 


#8739 > 


= EX & FE: 
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e the renth printiple of I fatah. 
Fourth, that they will then enjoy + 4th 


Hake ſtate of ſpiritual happineſs on earth; 


by. the return of the divine preſence, and the 
ſpirit of prophecy among them, as aforetime : 
(but which they did not enjoy during the 
continuance of the ſecond temple) as is faid®, 
And I will place of ſanctuary in the midſt 


of them for ever,” &c. And which —_— 
with the erghth principle of Iſaiah. Ws” 


Fifth, that God will then circumciſe their 


heart, ſo that they will no more return to 


fin ; and conſequently, will not go into cap- 


tivity any more ; .but ſhall poſſeſs the land, 


and dwell in it for ever: as is ſaid F, Nei- 


ther ſhall they be defiled any more with heir 


. ...* Verſe 26 + Ver, 23. 


* 


| c&c, And which grees with the el 


5 
* 
1 
| 


their children' $ children for ever: 4 And 
1 will make a eovenant of 7 peace wich chem; 


Air þ 

principle of Iſaiah. 13 85 
Sixth, that the nations wall ev acknow- 
ledge the Unity of God; will ſerveand wor- 


ſhip him; as is ſaid, ver. 28. And the 
nations ſhall know that I the Lens ſanctify 
Iſrael, &. And which e with the | 


twelfth principle of Iſaiah. , _ 0 
_ Now, it is well known that, none 3 theſe 


great and. glorious promiſes were fulfilled : at 


their return from Babylon: for then, the ten 


tribes. did , not. return: no king, of the hou 


of David reigned over them; though the 


' Prophet ſays, . My, ſervant ,David ſhall be 


their prince for ever,” Neither did 5 
ſeſs the land for ever &, 43 


b 244 1. M5 


And, 2 preſume, that no. one can be fo - 


hardy, as to ſay, that they ever were fulfilled 
by, or under Jeſus; either while he. walked 


upon earth; or at any time during the ex- 
iſtence of ee, even to this refer 


time. 
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idols, nor with their abominstions, &c. 
And ver. 2 526. * And they ſhall dwell | 
therein. (even) they aud their children and | 
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It 45 is manifeſt, that 45 6 cannot in 
an) ſenſe whatſoever be applied to the ſpiri- 
tualizing ſcheme of the Chriſtians : : Whence 
it is demonſtrable, that they remain to be | 
nm 1 15 at che appearance of the true . 

As to . the Archbiſhop of Art h 
5 obſerves, (Note on Ezek. , Chap. xxxvii. 'ver. 
24), 1 The fimiliarity k berween Cheift at t his 8 


r 


n 4. 
eh; at 


David his progenitor, may OH in the 
flouriſhing ſtate of ſpiritual affairs 18idR e | 
ternal magnificence. IT My ſervant. David 
ſhall be their ptince for ever, favours” the 
ſuppolition that Chriſt will hereafter aſſume 
regal ſtate on carth among the converted 
Jews,” I hall only ſay, (as I have al- 
ready obſerved in Vol. Ift. p. 13 1. te Which 
L refer the teader) That 1 am confiderty that 
Chriſtians cannot produce one fin gle, clear, 
unequivocal prophecy from the Ola Teſta- 
ment, which forterells a twofold cotriitig of 
one and the ſame perſon as the Meſſiah; hi 
that too, at the diſtance of ſuch a number of 
years as have already elapſed from the up: 
ond a of his being on * 3 
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leſs, that the ſame petſon i is firſt to ben Juf- 
fering. Mefſiah;;' then a JÞiritual> Meffiah : 
and afterwards, when upwards of ſeventeen 
or eighteen hundred years have elapſed, 'he 
is to come again, and reign as a temporal 
prince upon earth; he and his poſterity after 


him, for ever. For this, I again aſſert, that 


Chriſtians have no authority from the pro- 


phecies of the Old Teſtament; and their 


mbracing ſuch opinions, plainly ſhews to 
what miſerable - ſhifts they are obliged to 
have recourſe, in order to explain away the 
true intent and meaning of the word of God, 


that ſo plainly ſtares them in the face, while 


they thus wm . to ren ie Rech b true 
ſenſe, n 1! * 4 74 
Dr. Priefly y Aided; book ANG Rios, 
(and I'muſt acknowledge, 4 far more rati- 
onal one had he had any authority for it from 
Setipture) to evade the force of the prophe- 
cies that ſpeak of the great temporal happi- 
neſs and proſperity that we are to enjoy in 
the latter days under the Meſſiah, the prince 
of the houſe of David by pretending that 


the ſuffering Meſtab is one perſon; and the 


prince of the bare of David is another o aj, 


Letters to the Jews, p. 38. | 
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but ſhame and miſery : for a fe 


„„ © DISSERTAT TION. 


that it vis * the latter that a en 


Joy all the temporal glory that we expect io 


be gur lot; for he acknowledges that, „the 
Meſfſah we look for will. come Andi it 


is this, that. has induced Chriſtians to tell us 


of a ſecond coming becauſe they are fully } 
convinced. from the praphecies of the Ol 
Teſtament, that the glotigus promiſes. thate · 
in contained, were never accompliſhed. at the 
paſt adyent of Jeſus; for inſtead of that hap- 
pineſs, glory, and proſperity, that we ex 


" ed, and were. taught to expect from the Meſ- | 
ſiah, according to the prophecies ; Jeſus, if 


he was thats Meſſiah, brought us nothing 
years aſtet 
his death, the nation inſtead of beliolding the 

accompliſhment of theſe great promiſes, faw 
its temple burnt, its capital city razed,. its 
worſhip aboliſhed, its government deſtroyed, 
its children (diſperſed all over the univerſe, 

and made the execration and contempt of 
mankind. The Chriſtians therefore, i in or- 


der to induce us to embrace Chriſtianity; en · 


deavour to ſooth us with the idea of the ſe- 


cond Foming: of their wee for wart 


125 wie 5 ks 
mous 


ON THE! PRNorREOIES. 303 | 
| mous Chriſtian authorſays*, A time then 
mult come, which ſhall be the reign of the 
Meſfiah and the Jews, in which this nation 
Mall be exalted, as has been promiſed above 
all the nations, and ſhall reign by its Saints, 
its Prophets, and Apoſtles. For otherwiſe, 
Jam bold to ſaß, That all the prophedies 
made to this people were eee were 
only given them for a ſnare . Bat Of 36459) 


But this ſcheme of the: ſecond com 98 ef 


Jeſus, which is founded on that of the Mi. 


lennium, is, as Þ have already ſhe wn, a mere 
chimera, an ignus futuus; and for which, 
there is not the leaſt — in the ae 
cies of the Old Teſtument. 7 
The ſeventh prophecy commencts TRL 
ter xxxviii. ver. 1ſt. and is continued e | 
end of the laſt verſe of chapter xxxix. .* | 
The purport of this prophecy, Sean 
to the arrangement above mentioned) is the 
vengeance which God will take in the lat. 
ter > Gays of. e of the e Tor! the 


. 3 . 3 2. page © 297, 2 ta 

I See Vol. Iſt. p- 136, where this is treated a at 

large; and to which I muſt refer 255 8 in order to 
prevent repetition. „ „„ v4 Crt 

$5, bid · p · 151. 8 
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206 4DISSBRTATIONS: 


eruelties exertiſed againſt them, from ths 
firſt deſteution of their country, and their 


being carried into captivity, io the very time, 


that he nes. ont: Mis eee 


them. 70 


8 we 48505 ie . ee FO 
the generality: of commen tators are of opini- 


. that the nations here mentioned, At 


come to invade the Jews after their, reſtora- 
tion, and reeſtabliſhment in their own: land; 

and this will be, in order to refine and purify 
them, when the wicked-are to be cut off, and 


the true believers will be preſerved. But to 
this, the learned Abarbanal objects; as the 
nation will already have been refined, before 
they ſhall be reſtored to their own land: as 


God will judge them in the wilderneſs of the 
people, in their journey thither ; as already 
ſhewn : (p. 239. &c.) he therefore is of o- 
pinion, that they will not come to attack the 
Jews, but to diſpoſſeſs the Chriſtians of the 


holy land; which they, (ſtirred: up by God, 


as we find that Gog will alfo) ſhall have by 
ſome means gotten poſſeſſion of. And, as 


that was the ſpot where they firſt began to 


afflict the nation, they therefore will all meet 


there with their due reward; Chriſtians, Ma- 


8 | '  hometans 


ON THE” PROPHECIES. zer 


God be accompliſhed upon them. Noir, al- 
though there is a difference of opinion con- 


war; yet, all agree, that this is certainly to 


take place in the latter days: when the na- . 
tions will be puniſhed for what they have 
done to the Jews, for ſo many hundred years; 


as mentioned in the different e e 5 


livered by the Prophets. 0 
Me now proceed 0 of the 55 


prophecy.— ver. 123. Fhe word of the 
Lonp came alſo unto me, ſaying: Son of 


man, ſet thy face againſt Gog (of) the land 
of Magog, prince of Rhos Meſhech and Tu- 


bal, and propheſy againſt him, And ſay, 
Thus faith the Loxp God: Behold, I (am) 


againſt thee, O Gog, prince of Rhos Me. 


ſhech and Tubal.“ Magog we know was 


hometans, and Pagans, will all fight againſt 
each other: and thus will the vengeance of 


* 


cerning the motive that will induce Gog and 
the nations that ſhall come with him to this 


the ſecond ſon of Japhet; and (as Mr. Mede 


_ expreſſes it) by the conſent of all men, plac+ 
ed north of Tubal, and eſteemed the father 
of the Scythians, that dwelt on the eaſt and 
north eaſt of Lp Euxine ſea. Nan com- 
Vor. II. 7 pares 


84 ot 
* "A 
_ 


38 © \DISSERTATIO Ns. 


pares the word Gag with Kak or Chak, he. 
general name of the kings among the anci- 
ent Turks, Moguls, Tartars, Cataians, and 
Chineſe: Spic. Geogr. p. 34. and thinks 
that Magog denotes thoſe vaſt tracts of coun» 
try to the north of India and China, which 
the Greeks called Seythia, and we Tartary. 
The Turks are generally allowed to be of 
Scythian origin. And Pliny fays (L. v. ch. 
xxiii .) that the city in Syria called Lane 
was by the Syrians called Magog ; Which 
name it is ſuppoſed to have derived from the 
_ Seythians, when they made an excurſion into 
Syria, and took this city. On the like ac- 
count ĩt is that the city of Bethſhean in te 
territories of the tribe of Manaſſeh on this 
| fide Jordan, being ſeized on by the Scythians, 
when they enlarged their conqueſts in Sytia, 
and which was kept by them as long as they 
continued in Afia, was afterwards called 
Scythepotis. As to VN, I muſt obſerve that 
it is not an appellative, as in the comm 
tranflation of the Bible; but is a proper 
name; and denates the people called Rboff. 
For as Bochart obſerves: from the Nubian 
| Geogarpher 4 that the river in Armenia, call- 


ed by the Greeks Araxzs, is by the Arabi- 
| 1 | e e 
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ans called No. This alſo, 


ON THE-PROPHECTES, 05 

according to 
Dr. Wells “,) makes it probable that the 
Moſcovites, or Muſcovites in Europe, were a 
colony originally of Meſhech, or Moſoch, 
called by the Greeks, Moſchi, not only on 


account of the likeneſs of names, but alſo of 
the reſpectiye ſituations of the Aſiatick and 
European Moſchi one to the other. And 


therefore, he farther obſerves, that the 
Maſchi + and Raſi being thus neighbours i in 
Aſia, their colonies kept together in Europe; 


thole of the Moc ſeating themſelves in the 


province of Muſcovy, properly ſo called, 


that is, the parts about the city of Moſcow: 


thoſe of the Rof# ſeating themſelves) in the 


parts adjoining on the ſouth. For the learn- 


ed Bochart has obſerved from T'zetzes, that 


the people called Tauri, and from whom the 
Taurica Cherſoneſus took its name, were in 


the days of Tzetzes better known by the 


therefore it may very probably be believed, 


that the Muſcovites and Ruffans in Europe 
were colonies of Me ſhech, or elſe of Meſbecl 
„Hit. G old Teſt. Vol. if. page 158. 


+ 2bid. p. 159. | | | 
ES Gaz and 


en | DISSERTATIONS 
and Tubal andy 22108 e SE are 
ſuppoſed to be thas Afeatick Tberians'; the 
ſame whom the Greeks called Heri, and who 
were originally ſeated to the north of Me- 
ſhech. And Bacbart ſuppoſes that they are 
the people called Tibirani; We were mann = 
ande mount Caucaſu . 
Having thus given as pc an account; 8 7 
we poſſibly can of theſe nations, at this diſ- Y 
tance of time; we proceed to This Ae ex 
planation of the prophecy. 
The Prophet then in ee forcible, 
grand, and ſublime language, adorned with 
magnificient imagery, ſhews that God will 
allure Gog, to come up againſt the land, by 
turning of him about, with hooks in his 
jaws: for the nations that then will have 
poſſeſſion of the holy land, will be as the 
hooks to draw him and his powerful hoſt 
thither ; in like manner as Deborah ſaid to 
Barak “*, Go, and draw toward mount Tabor, 
and take with thee ten thouſand men, &c, 
And Iwill draw unto thee, to the river 
Kiſhon, Siſera the captain of Jabin's hoſt; 
&c. For by Barak's aſcending mount 1 | 
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on THE: PROPHECIES. „ 
he drew out Sifera and his hoſt.” "Thus will 
it alſo be with Gog. ver. 413. And 
will turn thee back, and put Hooks into thy 
jaws; and 1 will bring thee” forth, and all 
thine army, horſes and horſemen, all of them 
_ clothed (in) gorgeous apparel, (even) a great 
company (with) bucklers and ſhields, all of 
them handling ſwords: Perfia, Ethiopia, and 
Lybia with them ; all of them (with) ſhields 
and helmets: Gomer, and all his bands; the 
| houſe of Togarmah (from) the north quar- 
ters, and all his bands; (even) many people ® „ 
with thee.“ Thus the Prophet enumerates 
the different nations, that are to come with” 
Gog; the three former of which; are known 
to us; and Gomer denotes the ancient celts; 


the ** Cimmeriant t, a very old and celebrat- | 


cd people, who inhabited the peninſula of 
Crim Tartary.” Michaelis's note on this 
place. Teginnab, ſome think denotes Cap- 
rn and WHEN in LY manner "Ow due 


2 ; 


e Suda PINES IR} EMS 

'+ The people called JON 8 to Here - A 
dotus, (Lib. 4.) who originally inhabited the greateſt part of 
the northern tract of the leſſer Afia, | 


north 
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372 DISSERTATIONS! 
north of Judea .  Thoyg oh Michaelis thin nh ; 


it denotes Armenia: .. 85 


The Prophet goes on to of ** to pot 
pare for the war. Prepare even prepare 
thyſelf, thou and all, thy company 4 that 
are aſſembled unto thee; and be thou a guard 
unto them. After many days thou ſhalt be 
viſited : in the latter years thou ſhalt come 
into the land brought back from che ſword, 
(and) gathered out of many people, unto the | 
mountains of Urael which have been conti- 
nually deſolate: ' Abarbanal obſerves that, 


d' DD Dyadg dacs not denote: the Jews, 
as gathered from among the different nati- 
ons; but properly ſignifies an aſſemblage of 


many people and denotes a collection of the 
different Chriſtian nations, that will. then be 


in poſſeſſion of the holy land; having lately. 
diſpoſieſſed the Mahometans of it: and in 


this manner it was continually. deſolate; as 
being firſt laid waſte by the: Romans ; after- 


wards taken by the Saracens ; then by the 


Chriſtians : afterwards by the Turks; and 


now again by the Chriſtians, as mentioned . 


* Geogr. O. Teſt, p. 124. 

+ Spic. geogr. page 76. | 

+ Heb. Thy aſſembly : or, Congregation. 2 
e * 


ee TH 'PROPHERCIES 323 
in the latter member df the verſe; but it is 
taken out from the people; and they dwell 
ſecurely all of them. That is, the Chriſti - 
ans who have taken it from the Mahome- 
tans: and thus for the time they ſhall have 
poſſeſſion of it, they will dwell ſafely. And 
it is againſt theſe that Gog will eome up: and 
| thus will Chriſtians, Mahometans, and Pa- 
gans, all be brought together to one ſpot, as 
above mentioned. And therefore the Pro- 
phet proceeds, And thou ſhalt go up, as a 
ſtorm cometh, thou ſhalt be às a cloud to 
cover the land; thou and all thy bands, and 
many people & with thee. Thus faith the 
Loxp God: It ſhall comte: to paſs at the ſame 
time (that) things ſhall ariſe in thine heart, 
and thou ſhalt think an evil thought; and 
ſhalt ay, I will go up to the land of ubwall- 
ed villages: I will go to them that are at 
reſt, that dwell ſafely; all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates: To take a ſpoil and to divide a prey; 
to turn mine hand againſt the deſolate places 
that are become inhabited, and againſt a peo- 


kleb. Peoples - 
+ Heb- In that day. 


$, ple 


„„ | DISSERTATIONS | To 
ple gathered out of Addn 1 wa | 
have gotten cattle and goods, dwelling in 
the middle of the earth. Sheba, and Dedan, 
and the merchants of Tarſhiſh; and all the 
villages thereof, ſhall ſay unto thee, Art thou 
come to take a ſpoil? haſt thou aſſembled 
thy company to divide a prey? to carry a- 
way ſilver and gold, to take away cattle and 
goods, to divide great ſpoil?” But this will 
not be; for they n 1 fall ag: Wy * | 


. _ face of the field. 
The Prophet this nw. 10 aw * 


bene of God's inflicting this ſevere puniſh- 
ment on Gog and the nations that ſhall come 
with him: which is becauſe they had car- 
ried the ten tribes captive, and ſpilt their 
blood as water : therefore in the very place 
that they committed their wickedneſs, there 
they are to receive their judgments, ver. 14 
216. Therefore prophecy, ſon of man, 
and ſay unto Gog, Thus ſaith the Lorp 
God: In that day, when my. people Iſrael 
dwelt ſecurely, doſt thou not know (it)? 


LEW N 7 A TP #4 1 hat 
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1 55 Properly, A collection of diſren vations. Abar - 


banal. 
+ The Archbiſhop of Armagh rade Wn « riſe ups” 
inſteg- 
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That is, (as Abarbanal obſerves) in the days 


of Seunacherib, when aun people. Iſrael, dwelt 
land of Zebulun and Napheal, and in Sama: 


ſecurely on the o E 


ria, &c.-.doſt thou not remember what: 


didſt unto them? for, Thou didſt cam | 
from thy place, from the north quarters, 


thou and many people with thee, all of them 


riding upon horſes, a great company and a 


mighty hoſt. And thou didſt come up; againſt 


my people, a as a cloud to coyer the 96> 


inſtead of > 4 gen — his . for which, he gives 
in his note, as folloiws'——* riſe up] Cappellns'obſeryes that 
4, read , which: Houbigant and Dathius greatly prefer. 
The latter critic refers to Jer. vi. 22,” M 6. recte, ni fal- 


lor. Wa Jer. vi. 22. Secker.? All this, is very fine | 


to bes ſure; and ſounds pompouſly in the ears of h mers 
Engliſh reader; or the half taught Hebraiſt. But the true 
Hebraiſt, views ſuch falſe criticiſm with pity ; and ſmiles at 
the ſuperficial tinſel : for unfortunately for theſe profound 
criticks; all this will not help them: for WN without , 
pointed which way they. pleaſe, as it is in Scripture; (though 
I ſuppoſe that in their great wiſdom, they have diſcarded the 


points) does not denote to flir up ; for if pointed thus, W = 


as in Pſalm cxli. 8. it ſignifies 7 pour out. And if pointed thus 
Mu it is a noun ſubfantive; and denotes a razor. And if we 


read with Secker, we muſt add v. And after all, this 


twiſting and wire drawing of the poor printed text, will not 
do: for the proper grammatic * of « thou ſhalt riſe up,” 
is If 


Vor. an e . 
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my land; that the nations may know” me, 


36 bissxkrariens . 
erefor hy: in the latter days it mall al : 
come to paſs, that I Will bring thee againſt 


when 1 ſhall be fanctified in thee, O Gog, 
before their eyes. For when God hall 
have thus puniſhed him, for what he did a. 
foretime to Iſrael, then will his name be 
fanctified. And therefore; the Prophet ſays 
immediately after ver. 17. Thus faith the 


Lok p God: (Art) not thou he of whom I 


ſpake in old time by my = ſervants the pro- 
phets of Iſrael, who propheſied in thoſe days, 


(many) years (paſt), that I would bring thee 
(here) becauſe of them? That is, I would 
bring thee here, to take vengeance on thes 
for their ſake : for what thou didſt unto 


them. The Prophet therefore, in grand, 


ſublime, and indignant language, with mag- 


nificent and terrific imagery ; foretells his 
deſtruction; ver. i8—20, Andi it ſhall 


come to paſs in that day, (even) on the day 
when Gog ſhall. come againſt the land of Iſ- 
rael, faith the Lon p God, (that) my fury 
ſhall riſe up in my face. For in my jealou- 


Th (and) in the fire of my wrath, have N 


N ew. By the hand TY 
debe 


7 ; . 
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oN THE. PROPHE onus... 37 
| Tpoken : ſurely in that day there ſhall be a 
great ſhaking 1 in the land of Iſrael : 80 that 2. 
the fiſhes of the ſea, ſhall ſhake at my REES 
| ence; and the fowls of the heavens, abs the = I 
beaſts of the field, and every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the ground, and all. the Th 
men that (are) upon the face of the earth ; le © | 
and. the mquatains ſhall be thrown down, N 1 
and the ſteep places ſhall fall, and every wall 7 F 
ſhall fall to the ground.” ” Dll great ak- 

ing” does not denote an earthquake, as Arch 

biſnop Newcombe oo age Cage has 


a0 of the nati- 
ons, who, are Fe to. the fiſhes of 5 
the fea,” Kc. And = the fall of the moun- 
taius, &c. denotes che fall of their kings, 
princes, and great men: the fame as the hea- 
vens &c, denote thrones and dignitics ; (as 
ſhewn Vol. Ift. p. 215. Kc.) and therefore, 
the Prophet immediately explains the figure : 
ver. 21. And I will call for a ſword a- 
gainſt him throughout all my mountains, | 
faith the Lox p God: every man's ſword _— 
ſhall be againſt his brother.” That is, the 3 
Nr Chriſti- 


. DISSERTATIONS | 
Chriſtians againſt the Makonbetanb; ; for as 
the former are deſcended from Edom, and 
the latter from Immael; they, any to 
| Scripture language, are brethren. . ©: 
The Prophet then proceeds to ſhew that, | 
God will not only take vengeance. on them 
by the fword; but alſo by the peſtilence, 
fire, &c. and by which, he will be magnified 
in the ſight of the nations: ver. 2 — 23. 
% And I will plead againſt him with peſti 
lence and with blood; and (with) an Over. 
| flowing ſhower, and great hail ſtones; (and) 3 
fire and brimſtone will I rain upon him, and 
upon his bands, and upon the many people 
that (are) with him. Thus will 1 magnify 
myſelf, and ſanctify myſelf, and I will be 
known in the fight of many nations; and 
they ſhall know that I am the LorD.” For 
when God ſhall take vengeance on the nati- 
ons, for what they did to his people; they 
will ſtand in awe of him; his particular pro- 
vidence will then be acknowledged ; | and he = 
will be magnified, as a Juſt judge. 
The Prophet goes on to exemplify more 
at arg, the figurative langpage © that he 2 


: * Heb. P eoples. 


ol TAY rropancts: 8. 


tide uſe of above : chap. xxxix. 157. 
15 Therefore, thou ſon of man, prophecy a- 


gainſt Gog, and fay, Thus faith the Loxd 


God; Behold, 1 (am) againſt thee, O Gog, 


prince of Rhos Meſhech and Tubal; And 
I will turn thee back, and will ſtrike thee 


with fix (plagues*), when I cauſe thee to 


come up from the north quarters, and bring 
thee upon the mountains of Iſrael. And 1 


will ſmite thy bow out of thy left hand, and 
will cauſe thine arrows to fall out of thy right 
hand. Thou ſhalt fall upon the mountains 
of Iſrael, thou and all thy bands, and the 


people that (are) with thee ; to the birds of 


every ſort F, and (to) the beaſts of the field, 


have J given thte to be devoured. Thou 
ſhalt fall upon the face of the field: for I have | 
fpoken (it); faith the Lonxp God. And I 


will ſend a fire on Magog, and on them that 


dwell ſecurely in the ifſes : and they ſhall Z 


„This is according to Kimchis father, Dy Abar- 


banal: as the Prophet fays, with peſtilence, and with blead, and 


with an over-flowing ſhower, and great hail fones, fire and 


Erimſſone : which are the fix plagues that he is to be ſmitten 

with. But Jarchi, thinks, it denotes to deceive. Aud Kim- 

chi explains it thus, I vii leave a fixth (part) of thee. 
7 Heb, Wing. 

know 
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3 DISSERTATIONS. „ 
know 2 Lam the Lon p, So will [ make : 
mine holy name known in the midſt of my 
people Irael: neither will 1 (ſuffer) mine 
holy name to be profaned any more: and the | 
nations ſhall know that I (am) the Log, E 
the Holy One in Iſrael.” For then the na+ 
tions will not be able to ſay, that the Jews 
were in captivity for crucifying the lord and 
faviour of the world; (as above mentioned 
P- 278.) but that, a ade Haw One in 
 Ifrapl. : 
And, an this Papen was not. te be * 8 
compliſhed till an exceedingly diſtant time; 
at the end of the captivity; in the latter 
days; the Prophet therefore aſſures us, that 
we may depend on its accompliſhment: for, 
ver. 8th, Behold, it is come, and it is done, P 
faith the Loxp God: this (is) the N ; 
whereof I have ſpoken, _ 
The Prophet. then proceeds to \deſeribs 8 
the burning of the arms of the enemies of 
Iſrael: and which will be fo numerous, that 
they will have no occaſion to take any wood 
from the field for ſeven years: ver. g===19. 
* And they that dwell in the cities of Iſrael 
ſhall go forth, and they ſhall ſet on fire and 
ETD bs =: bur 


$4 


it 
144 
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burn the armour, the ſhields, and the buck- 
lers, the bows, and the arrows; and the 

hand- ſtaves, and the ſpears: and they ſhall 


burn them (for) fire (even years: So that they 
ſhall take no wood from the field; neither cut 
down (any) from the foreſts: for they ſhall 


burn the armout for fire: and they ſhall 
ſpoil thoſe that ſpoiled them, and ſhall plun- 


der thoſe thar' aa Wer bai * 


| LoxD Goc t 
The Prophet then 88 us, . in or- 


der to cleanſe the land, that the air might | 
not be corrupted or putrified, by the nume 


rous ſlain ; God hath promiſed to give Gog 
there a place of burial ; ver. 11th. And 
it ſhall come to paſs, in that day, (that) I 
will give unto Gog a place of burial there in 
Iſrael, the valley through which they paſs to 
the eaſt of the ſea: and it ſhall ſtop (the noſ- 
trils of) the paſſengers : and there they ſhall 
bury Gog, and all his multitude :: and they 


ſhall call (it) The yu of thisn multitude 


of Gog.“ 
He then goes on to n us, ee the 


number will be ſo great, that all the people 


of the land will be engaged ſeven months in 
burying of them: ver. 1413. « And ſe- 


ven 


= | 
| 
f 
1 
| 
| 
1 
F 
'S 
14 
| 


— — lip os Abd ent — 


— 


322 518 SERTATTONA 


ven monchs ſhall the houſe of Iſrael be Par 
rying them, that they may cleanſe the land. 
Vea, all the people of the land ſhall bury: 
(them); and it ſhall - be a renown. to them 
(in) the day that 1 ſhall be glorified, ach a 
the Lond Ged. 

He farther ie us, PR 18 will 3s 
is diligent in cleanſing the land, that eyven 
after the ſeven months, they will make ſtrict 
ſearch after the carcaſes that yet remain un- 
buried: ver. 14—15; And they thalbſet 
apart men of continual employment, paſſing 
through the land to bury with the paſſengers 
thoſe that remain upon the face of the earth 
to cleanſe ĩt; after the end of ſeven months 
ſhall they ſearch. And the paſſengers (that) 
; paſs through the land, when (any) ſeeth a 
man's bone, then ſhall he ſet * up a mark by 
it, till the buriers bury it in the valley of the 
multitude of Gog. Alſo the name of the ci- 
8. ſhall be MULTITV PDE. Thus * wen 

cleanſe the land. 55 

The Prophet then, in bold pave tots 
guage, goes on to ſhew that, there will alſo 
be another event that will n GR 


© Heb, Build, 5 85 
3 te 
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to the cleanſing of the land, by a general in- 


vitation given to the birds, and beaſts Of 


prey, to the ſacrifice on the holy mountains 
of Iſrael: ver. 17-20. And thou, fon - 
of man, Thus ſaith the Lox God: Say 
unto every winged bird, and unto every beaſt 
of the field; Aſſemble yourſelves, and eme; 


gather yourſelves from every | fide; tomy ſa- 


crifice which I make“ for you, (even) a great 
ſacrifice upon the mountains of Iſrael: and 


ye ſhall eat fleſh and drink blood. The fleſn 
of the mighty ſhall ye eat, and the blood of 
the prinees of the earth ſhall ye drink: of 
rams, of lamibs, and of he- goats; of bulls; all 


of them fatlings of Baſhan. And ye ſhall eat 
fat till ye be full. and yr ſhall drin blood till 
ye be drunken, of my ſacrifice which I hive 


table (with) horſes and (with their) tiders, 


(with) mighty men and (with) al + war- 
ors, faith the Lox D God. . {414A nn; 


OS: 


And here, the honour: r | 


tion for his holy: word z/ and my feeling” for 
the honour of out nation will by, no means 


POWER me to ni 11 notice of che in. 


. K e | 1 Heb. ew of war. by 


Vor. IJ. famous 
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famous 3 brought by that mt; infidet 
Voltaire, again ſt the Jews ; that they 7 werea 
nation of canmbals and man-eaters. This he 
has aſſerted; not once, or curſorily, but in 
twenty places; in jeſt and in earneſt; and 
in proof of which, he quotes this prophecy of 
Ezekiel; but with how little truth, the 
reader _ ſee from his own words; as fol. 
lows, © Ezekiel promiſes the Jews, by way 
of encouragement, that they ſhall eat e 
man fleſh.” (Treatiſe of Toleration). "A 
e And the Prophet Ezekiel ene . 
eee God, that if they exert them- 
ſelves well againſt the king of Perſia, they 
ſhall eat the fleſh of horſes and of the riders. 
(page 22. * the additions to e. Univerla 
(95 0 13-1 5; 
% And our enemies. i nb, us 0 3 
up men, and even of having eater 
i as Ezekiel- ſays.” ; Ee ef ths 
Rabin Akib). - — 1 
. And it is certain thas Mis Joie muſt 
: have uſed human fleth for food in the time : 
of Ezekiel, ſince he foretells to them, in the 
xxxixth chapter, that if they defend them - 
elves well againit the king of Perſia, tl 


oN TAE PROPHEOIES. J 
Hall eat not only the horſes but beſides the 


hor ſemen, and the other men of war. T 
poſitive. (Article ane e 
py Dictionary). 


„ Thus, this prie' Biber 88d philoſo- 


. who i is in love with truth, has the 
confidence to aſſert that it is poſitive, that 


any 1 man that is a en of: wo aſſert ach 
falſity, and ſo often? For it is manifeſt to 
demonſtration from the 200 text here quot- 


ed, that the invitation is entirely confined to 
the ravenous animals, the birds and beaſts of 


prey ; and by which bold figure, the Pro- 


phet deſcribes the dreadful laughter that is 
then to take place. And it is equally clear, 


that no other eyes but thoſe of Mr. de Vol- 
taire could ſee in this text, that Ezekiel pro- 


miſes to the Jews to give them human fleſh 


to eat. Hence it is manifeſt what little cre- 
dit is due to thoſe Deiſts and infidels, when 
they ſpeak of the Jews ; of their laws, and 


their prophets; and which, perhaps they 


have never read. If they can but calumi- 
nate them, it matters not what kind of ar- 


gument or reaſoning they make us of; their | 
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examination; if they did not think ſo, they 
would ſcarcely, argue in the manner they do. 
As an inſtance of which, 1 ſhall juſt take no: 
tice of what this philoſopher has ieee 
as another proof of this charge. oy 
Eyen Moſes, threatens: the Jews Ap | 
they. ſhall eat their children, A * men 
the law. (Additions). 
They are not ain in, any 1 
to eat human fleſh ; they are only threaten- 
ed with it; and Moſes tells them that if they 
do not obſerve, his ceremonies, the mothers 
ſhall cat their children. nee Dice 
tionary). n 13 ES EE: 
This proof is ee very. Sevens ah 
can deny the force of ſuch reaſoning ? Moſes 
threatens the Jews that, they ſhall eat their 
children. &c, Therefore they were man- eat⸗ 
ers ! This is a conſequence nobly deduced} 
Other Brople would —_ ous nn 
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uber ak this been e. wy of mene ur. 
the logick of modern enlightened, philoſo- 
phers is very different from aa vuls 
gar. Again: The, Jews. are. not\commanded in 


any. * to eat CUBA Wes they are only 
thr eat 
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threatened! ith i, Now, "hc#" they are 
threatened with it, it is à certaid prov "that 


this kind of food was not in common ale | 


among them, neither was it very agreeable 
to them. I a cannibal was threatened' with 
being compelled to eat human fleſh, he 

would ſmile at ſuch puniſhment. * People 


can only be threatened with the eating of 


| ſuch: food as they naufeate and deteſt: Thus 
it is manifeſt that his very Wien gs contra. 
dict his arguments. 


It is alſo ſomewhat curious to NY = 


wels modern plriloſophers can reconcile con- 
tradictions; for as they are threatened: by 
Moſes with being obliged to eat human fleſh," 
ſo they are promiſe it, as an 5 by 
Ezekiel. But how one and'the fins t 


can ſerve both for a threat and f ae | 


is really above my comprehenfion; T'muſt 
thereforeleave it to be tecoticiled by theſe'tn* 
lightened philoſophets; who with a facility 


peculiar to themſelves, can eaſily prove that 


1 


right is wrong; and truth falſehood. 


To return: The Prophet having boretöll 


the great and dreadful flaughter that is to 

take place for the puniſhment of the nati- 
ons; ſhews us, that we ſhould not think, 

| that 
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that by the Svftrugion of the: athens; the 
glory of God will be diminiſhed ; as, „ in 
the multitude of the people (is) the king's 
honour *: No. On. the contrary; his glo- 
ry will be then more exalted ; ver. 2124. 
And I will ſet my glory among. the nations; 
and all the nations ſhall ſee my judgment 
which I have. executed, and mine hand 
which I have laid upon them. So the houſe 
of Iſrael ſhall know that I (am) the .Lorp 
their God, from that day and forward. And 
the nations ſhall know that the houſe of If- 
rael for their. iniquity were carried into caps 
tivity : becauſe they treſpaſſed againſt me, 
therefore hid I my face from them, and gave 
them into the hand of their enemies; and all 
of them fell by the ſword. According to 
their defilement, and according to their tranſ- 
greſſion, I did unto them, and hid my face 
from them. The Prophet thus ſhnews how 
the glory of God will then be eſtabliſhed a- 
movg all the nations 5 that Iſrael; will no 
more return to ſin; and that all the nations 
will be brought to the knowledge of the true 
| word of God 3 becauſe yy will ou: we 


Ws 
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fully convinced, that the nation was puniſhed 
by God for the tranſgreſſion of his law and 


not for erueifying the fon of God, as Chriſ- 


tians aſſert; and by which, his holy name 
hath been e As * e Page 


278. e 0 
The Prophet alien 3 cocihow: tht, 
after God ſhall thus have taken vengeance on 


the enemies of the nation; and thereby vin- 
dicated his holy name; he will reſtore! them 


to their own land; ver; 25 29. There- 


fore thus faith the LoxD God: Now will 
bring again the captivity of Jacob, and 
have mercy upon the whole houſe of Iſrael, 


and be jealous for mine holy name: And 


they ſhall forget their reproach, and all their 


treſpaſſes whereby they treſpaſſed againſt me: 


when they ſhall dwell ſecurely in their land, 


and none ſhall make (them) afraid: When I 
bring them back from the people“, and ga- 
ther them from the lands of their enemies, 
and am ſanctified through them in the ſight 
of many nations. And they ſhall know that I 
| (am) the Lord their God, in that I cauſed 


them to be carried captive CO the 1 nati- 


0 Heb. + People „ 
ons, 
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eng, EY (afterwards): collected them inte 1 
their own land, and none of them will bleays 
there any more: Neither will I hide my face 

any more from them, when 1 have poured 
out my ſpitit ene hone of e ann 
the Lon D God.” _ . 
From thocipladarioatiers: gien ng this 
prophecy, the following fundamental 'prin« 
ciples, are dedueible.- Firſt, the vengeance 
which God: will take on all thoſe. nations, 
that have perſecuted Iſrael: of which num+- 
bor is Gog, & OG. And which agrees with the 
firſt principle. Une in the gs of 
Ifaiab, | 
Second, the. Gltarion, and entire abe 
tion of the nation: as is ſaid, (Ver. 2 25.7 
« Now: I will bring again the .captivity of 

Jacob, and have merey upon the whole houſe 

of Iſrae l,. And none of them will I leave 
there any more. And which WR | 

the third principle of Haiah.: 1 

Third, that Ifrael ſhall not return to. 8 
22 any more: and which e wih the 

eleventh principle af Iſaiah. l 

Fourth, the nations Willa ibn 

ledge the true Unity of God, and ſerve him 


in truth: as is ſaid, (ver. 21.) And I will 
ſet 
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ſet | m1 glory” among the nations and 
all the nations ſhall know, & c. And 
which en with the VE IR 
1 %%% ͤ Io 3o3sTo0Ns 5618 12 

Fifth, the return of the divine preſenes, 
a the ſpirit of prophecy: (as is ſaid, vet 
29.) When I have poured out mh Apr 
upon the houſe of Iſrael: and which agrees 
with the eighth principle of Iſaiah, 

But were theſe great and important pro- 
miſes fulfilled at their return from Babylon? 
Certainly not. For then, no ſuch vengeance 
was inflicted on their enemies: the whole 
houſe of Iſrael was not collected, and brought 
to their own land; fo that not one of them 
remained behind: the nations did not como 
to the knowledge of the true Unity of God : 
neither was the divine preſence, or ſpirit of 
prophecy reſtored to the ſecond temple, 
And, it is well known, that they were again 
carried captive, into this long and dreadful 
captivity. From all which, it is manifeſt, 
that theſe promiſes were not then fulfilled, 
And, it is equally clear from the aforeſaid ar- 
guments, that they never were fulfilled by, 
or in the perſon of Jeſus: And it would only 
be waſting of time to no purpoſe, to ſhew 
Vor. II. . „ = 
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